





















































dos. Contrary to Peter Lawford's portrayal of Lovat in
the film, The Longest Day, Lovat did not camry his
hunting nifle for long. He gave it to a soldier on the
beach who had lost his, and then Lovat was armed only
with a holstered pistol and Scottish walking stick. At
on¢ point Millin played the “March of the Clan
Cameron” not remembering that Loval was the 25th
chief of the Clan Fraser, archnvals of the Cameron's.
Lovat stopped him with a cur, “not that wne," There
were German snipers, bul either they liked the bagpipe
tunes, or—as a captured sniper said—he thought the
piper was insane, and, therefore, it was bad luck 1o
shoot him.

John Howard: Thirty-one-year-old Maj. John
Howard, commander, D Company, 2d Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire (“Ox and Bucks") Light Infan-
try, was a former regimental sergeant major and police-
man. He and his company had been selected by his
brigadier to capture the two key bridges over the Ome
Canal and River north east of Caen. It was to be a
gliderbome coup de main attack. Howard traincd his
men 10 his exacting standards and personally led the
attack on the Ome Canal Bridge that was later immor-
talized as the Pegasus Bridge after the symbol of the
RBritish Airbome. Howard's action at Pegasus Bridge is
considercd one of the outstanding feats of arms on D-
day and was made famous inthe film, The Longest Day.

Speaking to an audience at the Eisenhower Center
in Abilene, Kansas, just before the fiftieth anniversary
of D-day, Howard admitted to being so scared as his
Horsa glider approached the French coast that he forgot
about the air-sickness that had plagued all of his
training flights. His glider made two bumps as it
touched ground near the bridge, The third bump was
the crash landing. He thought the sparks generated by
the glider skids during the first two bumps were enemy
tracer bullets being fired athim, Suddenly, asthe glider
came 10 a violent stop, Howard could not sec anything
and he thought that the jolt had made him blind. He was
wondering how he would accomplish his mission in
that condition when he realized that his helmet had
come down overhiseyes, Thetime was00160n6 June
1944, He knows the exact lime because the force of the
crash landing stopped his waitch at that time,

Every year at 0016 on 6 June, he and a few of his
veterans toast their fallen comrades with champagne
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on the Pegasus Bridge. He remembers the "Ham"
signal (for the capture of the Pegasus Bridge) and the
"Jam" signal (for the capture of the Ome River Bridge)
that he directed be sent by Morse code to announce
mission accomplishment. At0300 hours, Howard was
reinforced by members of the 7th Parachute Batalion.
Howard blew a V-for-victory in Morse code with his
company commander’s whistle into his radio to signal
L1. Col. Pine Coffin, who was coming up with his 7th
Battalion. At the conclusion of his remarks at the
Eisenhower Center, Howard produced his old whistle
and blew V-for-victory into the auditorium's public
address system, with attention-getting results.

Wallace C. Strobel: 1st Lt. Wally Strobel was cel-
ebrating his twenty-second birthday on 5 Junc 1944,
He was a platoon leaderin E Company, 502d Parachute
Infantry regiment of the 101st Airborne Division,
preparing to lead his platoon in the airbome assault that
began the D-day landings in Normandy.

General Eisenhower visited the 101st Division at
Greenham Common airfield in England about 1900 0n
5 June 1944 as the division was rigging up for the D-
day jump. Eisenhower's air commander, Air Vice
Marshal Sir Trafford Leigh-Mallory, an experienced
fighter commander from the Batle of Britain, had
officially wamed Eisenhower that the OVERLORD air-
bome assault would suffer at lcast 50 percent losses,
even before hitting the ground. Tke took the risk, but he
wenl to see the 101st Airborne before and during their
takeofT to make sure they were ready (and probably 10
reassure himself). Tke mingled with the airbome troop-
ers and selected Strobel, among several, to question.
He asked Strobel his name and where he was from. The
answer was, “Strobel, sir, Michigan.” lke commented
on the fishing he had done in Michigan. Then he asked
if Strobel and his men were well briefed and ready.
Strobel answered in the affirmative.

Strobel’s plane number was 23, and that was the
reason he is seen in a well-publicized photograph with
a "23" card around his neck. His uniform and number
placard are now on display in the Eisenhower Muscum
in Abilene, Kansas. Strobel recalls landing in a tree,
some seven-to-eight kilometers from his designated
drop zone. He remembers sceing his battalion com-
mander, Lt. Col. Steve Chappuis, sitting on the ruins of
a German gun emplacement and asking where he had



been. Chappuis told him to repair a communication
line. Then Strobel assembled his platoon and led them
into action in Normandy. It had been a most exciting
birthday!

Colonel Hans von Luck: Luck represents the “other
side of the hill” at D-day. A professional German army
officer with all of the carcer-enhancing assignments
required of the German officer corps in the post-World
Warl 1920s and 1930s. He studied under the legendary
Erwin Rommel at the Infantry School, and Rommel
considered him as a second son.

A veteran of the North African Campaign with
Rommel's Afrika Korps, Luck was assigned to the 2 /st
Panzer Division in North Africa. With the collapse of
German resistance in Tunisia, he was sent as a young
colonel to Adolph Hitler's headquarters at
Berchtesgaden with a special plan to save what was left
of Rommel's descrt army from extinction or capture in
a Dunkirk-type operation. He was sent because of the
perception that “Hitler doesn’t like generals.” He got
no further than the chief of operations’ (Generaloberst
Alfred Jodl) office, but it got him out of Tunisia before
the final capitulation. Luck was then sent 1o Paris for
a six-month military course before being assigned 1o
help rebuild the 215t Panzer Division in France. Atthe
end of April 1944, the 2/st Panzer Division was
reconstituted near Caen, with Luck commanding its
125th Panzer Regiment.

He was conducting night training exercises with
his command at the time of the airborne D-day land-
ings. Rommel had told him that the British would
come 1o Normandy. Two weeks before the Normandy
landings, his corps commander, General Eric Marcks,
had told him that the British would go to church on
Sunday and invade on Monday. Eisenhower's famous
twenty-four-hour postponement of D-day made the
Allicdinvasionon Tuesday (6 June 1944). Onthenight
of 5 June and early moming of 6 Junc 1944, British
paratroopers landed on Luck’s 5th Company, which
was training without ammunition. Nevertheless, the
first prisoner captured was a doctor from the 6th British
Alirbome Division. Luck spoke excellent English so he
engaged the doctorin“small talk” to illicit information
from him. He gathered enough information w know
that what was afoot was serious. The problem was that
Luck'sdivision commander was away in Paris with his

girifriend on what the British called a “diny weckend,”
and Rommel was at home in Germany, visiting his wife
on her birthday. In the absence of these commanders,
therefore, there was inactivity at the front.

In 1979, Rommel s chief of staff, Generalleumant
Hans Speidel, told Luck that there was a secret order for
an immediate counterattack by the 2/st Panzer Divi-
sion in case of an Allied airbome assault. No one
except the higher commanders knew about this—and
they were absent. If this order had been transmitted
promptly, Luck’s command would have counterat-
tacked the British paratroopers at 0130, 6 June 1944,
just afierthey had landed and were still vulnerable. The
Panzers could have gotten into the bridgehead and
pinned down the Brilish before they had a chance to get
started. As it was, Luck did not get the order to attack
until the afiemoon of 6 June, and then it was oo late for
decisive results.

One thing Luck remembers clearly is that faimess
on the battlefield was the highest priority. It had been
his trademark since the days in North Africa when they
had captured many British prisoners and treated them
fairly. He said that he and the British were just doing
their jobs.

In 1951, Luck had the opportunity to meet General
Eisenhower when he was the new Supreme¢ Com-
mander Allied Force Europe. The past was past by
then, and new problems beset the former victorious
Allics. Germany was being courted as a full-Mledged
member of the Nonth Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) 1o counteract the Soviet menace during the
Cold War.

Stanley Winter: Stan Winter commanded C Com-
pany, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division
("Big Red One") on D-day. In his own words, he was
a“handcuffed” drafiee in 1941, He was sent 1o Officers
Candidate School (OCS) and then to Great Britain in
August 1942, From there, he went to North Africa and
participated in that campaign afterlanding al Oran later
in 1942,

In November 1943, he trained with his unit in
England for the D-day landings. His company was in
the regimental reserve battalion and he landed at OMAHA
Beach at H+30 minutes. He remembers the regimental
commander, Col. George A. Taylor, exhorting the men
to get ofT the beach and up the bluffs. Winter crawled

20



through the mined, sandy beach and up the Colleville
Draw after the first wave had neutralized
Widerstandnest 62, the German strongpoint that de-
fended the EASY RED and FOX GREEN sectors of
OMAHA Beach. Hisunit wasinthe bocage (hedgerow)
beyond the beachhead by late afternoon on D-day.

Winter emembers how the battlefield smelled. He
said that it stank of gunpowder, smoke, stale body
sweat, fecal matter, and decaying bodies (both human
and Norman farm animals). He helped capture 5t Lo,
and he left the unit just before it captured Cologne,
Germany. He closed his remarks by stating, “The 1st
Infantry Division is a part of my life."

Peter Martin: Maj. Gen. (Ret), then Major, Peler
Martin landed on GOLD Beach with the 8th Armored
Brigade of the 50th (British) Division. He already was
a veteran of Dunkirk, North Africa, and Sicily. He
wenlt to Sicily ona luxury liner that served the troops an
excellent breakfast before the landings. However, the
lineranchored faroffshore and everyone “lost theirkit™
on the long, rough ride in to the beach in shallow-
bottomed landing craft.

His division commander and the commander of
the S1st Highland Division tossed a coin 10 see who
would go in first at GOLD Beach. His commander
“won™ the toss and thus the 50th Division went in first.
It was all very sporting for the genceral officers.

Alfred Rubin: Lt. Al Rubin landed at H-2 hour with
the 24th Cavalry Squadron on the Iles St. Marcouf, just
a few miles off UTAH Beach. Their mission was to
secure these two, barren piles of rock so that the
Germans could not attack the landing craft and landing
beaches from the rear. The Germans had abandoned
the islands before D-day, but they had left them heavily
booby- trapped. Especially dangerous against person-
nel were the S-mines, which bounded into the air when
stepped on, spraying bullet-like ball bearings at waist
level.

Rubin remembers the battleship U.S.5. Nevada
shelling UTAH Beach from behind the islands and how
big the 14-inch shells looked going over the islands on
their way to the beach area. Twenty-four hours after
the landings, his unit went ashore at UTAH and pro-
vided security for the 4th infantry Division headquar-
ters in the vicinity of Ste. Mere-Eglise. Rubin, who
now runs a catering firm in Chicago, is proud of being
mentioned in Comelius Ryan'sbook, The Longest Day.

Lt. Col. Thomas D. Morgan, USA (Ret.), works for
Logicon RDA in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and is a
JSrequent visitor to Normandy, France. A graduate of
the U.S. Military Academy, he holds a M A, degree in
history from Pacific Lutheran UniversityandanM P A.
degree from the University of Missouri,

Fifty Years of Army Computing Celebrated

The Army Research Laboratory (ARL) and the Ordnance Center and School sponsored a celebration
(13-14 November 1996) at Aberdecn Proving Ground, Maryland, of the Army's role in the ongoing
compuler revolution. The Aberdeen festivities highlighted the efforts of the original pioncers in this
endeavor, and included recognition of Dr. Herman H. Goldstine, the ENTAC project officer, as well as the
presentation of plaquesto the families of two otherkey figures—Col. Paul N. Gillon, Ordnance Depanment
staff officer, and Prof. John L. von Neumann, Institute for Advanced Study. The two-day event culminated
in the ribbon cutting for ARL’s Major Shared Resource Center, one of the comerstones of the modemized
Depanment of Defense research and development computational capability.

During a series of pancls, Goldstine, Harry Huskey, Betty Holberton, John Gregory, Barkley Fritz,
Mike Muuss, and others discussed the development of ENTAC and successor machines, sofiware, and
applications, focusing on activitics at Lhe Ballistic Research Laboratory. In one of the most interesting
sessions, several of the original programmers—ithe “women pioneers”"—described some of their experi-
ences.

The ARL is planning to produce printed proceedings, as well as videos of certain sessions. For more
information, contact Dr. William T. Moye, Historian, U.S. Army Research Laboratory, Adelphi, MD
20783, or at wmoyc@arl.mil, or visit the ARL home page on the intemet at hup://www.arl.mil,
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Call for Papers
National Security Agency
Seventh Symposium on Cryptologic History
29-31 October 1997

The National Security Agency (NSA) will sponsor and host the seventh Symposium on
Cryptologic History, 29-31 October 1997, at NSA, Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. The
conference will focus on cryptologic history based on recently declassified materials from World
War IT and the VENONA releases.

Additional information regarding registration, accommodations, and the program will be
available in June 1997,

The Center for Cryplologic History welcomes papers and panels relating to any aspect of
cryptologic history based on research into declassified materials. The deadline for submissions
is 1 April 1997.

To propose either a complete session or an individual paper, submit a one page abstract for
cachpaper, aone-page statemenl of session purpose for a panel, and a brief vita forcach presenter
to Dr. David A. Hatch, Chief, Center for Cryptologic History (S542), National Security Agency,
9800 Savage Road, STE 6886, Fort George G, Meade, MD 20755, Phone (301) 688-2336, or

FAX (301) 688-2342 for additional information,

Editor:

I enjoyed the anticle in the recent issue of Army
History (no. 38, Summer 1996) which recommended
the 1870 Franco-Prussian War battlefields for a “staff
ride.” In the spring of 1945 when my battalion was in
division reserve for the 70th Infantry Division, I made
a reconnaissance withmy S-2 and S-3 of the Spicheren
Heights battlefield 1o prepare a counterattack to sup-
port our forward units, which were under heavy Ger-
man attack. We came under antillery fire and ducked
into a building in which we found displays of maps and
material illustrating the 1870 German attack on
Spicheren. | was surprised to discover that the current
German attacks were using the same route of attack in
1945 that they had used in 1870. The dominant terrain
still dictated tactical operations on the ground seventy-
five years later.

In May 1995 it was a sense of deja vu that | and
members of the 70th Division Association auended the

— Letters to the Editor
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commemoration of a monument which the French
dedicated to the 70th Division's capture of Spicheren
Heights. Tt was a touching ceremony, in sight of the
1870 French and German memorials,

After the ceremony the French mayor asked if we
could obtain a World War 11 tank which could be
placed with the monument. General George Blanchard
and 1 visited USAREUR headquarters in Heidelberg
and were assured thal they would fumish a tank from
one of their relinquished Kasernes. A year later, after
personal assistance from the Chief of Military History,
the M-24 tank was finally received and placed near our
monument. 1'm sure that the presence of this World
War Il monument and M-24 tank with the 1870 monu-
ments will emphasize to future visitors to the battle-
ficld the validity of the old French saying, “Plus ca
change, plus c'est la meme chose!"



As apostscript, at the...reunion of the 70th Infantry
Association the members voted to raise funds to place
a duplicate of the French monument at the National
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning, Georgia.

Ted Mataxis

Brig. Gen., USA (Ret)
World War I Commander,
2d Bn, 276th Infantry

TOth Division

Editwor:

Your Summer 1996 issue provided me with some
reminders and intcresting information.

First, your [14th Street]...address brought back
many memories of the 1960s when I visited Main Navy
on radar business with the Navy and Marine Corps,
located at 14th Street and Constitution Avenue. It
always amazes me 1o think of those days, knowing that
the many offices in Main Navy and adjacent Munitions
Building were scattered about, requiring Crystal City,
Crystal Mall, and other buildings.

I enjoyed reading A Staff Ride to the Franco-
Prussian War Battlefields” for a number of reasons,
My grandfather, bom in Martin Luther's home town of
Eisleben, lost an eye somewhere in that battle, north-
east of Mewz. In World War II | served in the 26th
Infantry Division (Yankee Division), which entered
the Lorraine arena (October 1944) and fought in the
arca cast of your descriptive area, as well as afier the
Battle of the Bulge in the Saarbruecken-Kaiserslautemn
path. Ower the years, | found it possible 1o cover the
tracks of the Yankee Division in World War L...also in
roughly the same locations, and throughout most of
Lorraine.

RBook Review
by Stanley L. Falk

SHOBUN: A Forgotten War Crime in the Pacific
by Michael J. Goodwin
Stackpole Books. 147 pp., $19.95

Of the nearly 26,000 Americans taken prisoner by
the Japanese in World War IT, more than 10,000 failed

~ Book Reviews

Since I'm a collector of maps. 1 followed the
[anicle] using my German...atlas and No. 57 Michelin
map, both of which 1 refer to when I provide data (o
velerans from the 26th, 28th, 42d, 44th, 65th, and 103d
Infantry Divisions, all of which had some activity in
these arcas, October 1944-April 1945,

The anicle on the Army Remount Program also
was of interest, because I have a cousin who served in
the German 291 st Infantry Regiment, and who was one
of the carctakers of the regiment’s horses.

William Leesemann, Jr., veterin
101st Eng Combat Bn, 26th Div

Editor:

In a book review (Fall 1996) of Michacl Lemish's
War Dogs: Canines in Combat, Judith A, Bellafaire
writes that “Vietnamese culture did not value dogs.”
On the contrary, in rural areas of Victnam especially,
when other animal protein is in shornt supply, dog is
highly valued as food. This no doubt offends the
sensibilities of many American dog-lovers, but [it] is
Lrue.
Ms. Bellafaire is correct when she writes that
“scout dogs saved lives in the Vietnam jungles.” Dur-
ing my tour in the 25th Infantry Division (1967-68), |
saw German shepherds alen near tunnel entrances and
booby traps in Hau Nphia Province north of Cu Chi.

I regret that many working dogs were mistreated in
Vietnam as the American presence diminished. 1thank
| Dr.] Judith Bellafaire for her book review.

Col. Roben Fairchild
Armmy National Guard (Ret.)

10 survive their cruel captivity, This small book is the
detailed story of how one of these unfortunate victims,
Lt. (jg) William F. Goodwin, USNR, met his tragic
death.

Inearly October 1944, Goodwin was a pilotaboard
a Morotai-based Navy PBY (Consolidated patrol
bomber) making a solitary night atlack on Japanese
shipping when it was shot down off the Celebes Island
town of Kendari. He and cight other survivors were



captured by the Japanese, and, seven weeks later, were
summarily executed in a bizarre series of elaborate
ceremonial beheadings. Their executions reflected the
Japancse policy of killing most enemy flyers who fell
into their hands, ostensibly for war crimes, but in
reality as a matter of revenge and as a sop for shattered
Japanese morale. For Goodwin and his fellow cap-
tives, the immediate cause of their deaths was a brief
order from the local Japancse base commander con-
ceming the fate of the prisoners. His order used the
word shobun, whichmeans 1o *"dispose ol or, in some
instances, “to punish.” In this casc, Goodwin's caplors
took il to mean "t execute."

SHOBUN: A Forgotten War Crime in the Pacific
was wrilten by Goodwin's son, who was bom shortly
after his father's execution. Finding nothing about this
episode in published accounts of the war, he set out 1o
research the circumstances of William Goodwin's
death. He got in touch with members of his father's
squadron or their families, and with other individuals
and organizations both here and abroad who might
have had relevant information. He also studied the
records of the war crimes tnals of those involved in his
father's execution and did funther archival research.
The result is a full, credible, and well-written account.
It is also a restrained and unemotional one, with none
of the biterness that might be expecied in such a
personal work.

The author does, however, point out that many
Japanese war criminals were never punished and that,
of those who were, most were released within several
years or even months of their convictions. And unlike
the continued serarch for German war criminals sev-
eral decades afier the end of hostilities, investigations
into Japanese war crimes ended in the late 1940s. Nor,
observes Goodwin sadly, have many Japanese been
willing to “face the fact that they and their leadership
were the source of a great deal of suffering during the
first half of this century” (p. 140).

Dr_Sranley L. Falk formerly was chief historian of the
U.S. Air Force. He is the author of a number of books
about World War 11 in the Pacific, including Bataan:
The March of Death and, as editor, Foo, A Japancse-
American Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Secrel
Prison Diary of Frank “Foo” Fujita.

Forthcoming in Army History...

Brig. Gen. Roger Hand's (USAR) use of decision
analysis techniques to examine General Dwight D.

Eisenhower’s critical decisions just before the
Nomandy landings.

Rev. Paul F, Liston's review of Baulefield Chap-
lains: Catholic Priests in World War I,

And much more....
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