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FOREWORD

American Military History provides the United States Army—in particular, its young officers,
NCOs, and cadets—with a comprehensive but brief account of its past. The Center of Military
History first published this work in 1956 as a textbook for senior ROTC courses. Since then it has
gone through a number of updates and revisions, but the primary intent has remained the same.
Support for military history education has always been a principal mission of the Center, and this
new edition of an invaluable history furthers that purpose.

The history of an active organization tends to expand rapidly as the organization grows larger
and more complex. The period since the Vietnam War, at which point the most recent edition
ended, has been a significant one for the Army, a busy period of expanding roles and missions and
of fundamental organizational changes. In particular, the explosion of missions and deployments
since 11 September 2001 has necessitated the creation of additional, open-ended chapters in the
story of the US. Army in action.

The first volume covers the Army’s history from its birth in 1775 to the eve of World War 1. By
1917, the United States was already a world power. The Army had sent large expeditionary forces
beyond the American hemisphere, and at the beginning of the new century Secretary of War Elihu
Root had proposed changes and reforms that within a generation would shape the Army of the
future. But world war—global war—was still to come. This second volume of the new edition takes
up that story and extends it into the twenty-first century and the eatly years of the war on terrorism.

The Center of Military History has continued to refine the new design for these volumes to
reflect the highly visual nature of contemporary textbooks. This work’s primary audience is still
the young officer and NCO; but by adopting a more illustrated format, it also hopes to promote a
greater awareness of the Army’s history within the American public. In so doing, its authors remain
mindful of the Center’s responsibility to publish an accurate and objective account that reflects the
highest professional historical standards. The Center owes no less to the soldier and the veteran, to
the student and the teacher, and to those pursuing a personal interest in learning more about the
Army’s campaigns—and about its role in the larger history of the nation.

Washington, D.C. JEFFREY J. CLARKE
24 September 2009 Chief of Military History
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PREFACE

The story of the United States Army is always growing and changing. Historians constantly seek
to reinterpret the past while accumulating new facts as America’s Army continues to be challenged
on new foreign battlefields. Nor does the Army, as an institution, ever stand still. It necessarily
changes its organization, materiel, doctrine, and composition to cope with an ever-changing world
of current conflict and potential danger. Thus, the Center of Military History is committed to
preparing new editions of American Military History as we seek to correct past mistakes, reinterpret
new facts, and bring the Army’s story up to date. This new edition of that textbook, an important
element in soldier and officer education since 1956, seeks to do just that.

This edition of American Military History builds on the previous edition, published in 2005, and
expands its coverage to include an analysis of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq up to January 2009.
This expanded section is necessarily only an initial survey of the first eight years of the war on
terrorism; it is far from the final word on the subject. It may take an additional decade or more to
collect sufficient documents, interviews, memoirs, and other sources to know the details of military
and political planning, the implementation of those plans on the global battlefield, and the impact
on the Army as an institution and on the nation. The events of the past eight years are more like
current events than they are history. History—the detailed telling of a story over time based upon all
the extant evidence—requires more time to find and analyze the documents and facts and bring to
bear on that evidence the insight that comes only from perspective. However, today’s soldiers need
their story told. The events in which they participate and in which they are such important elements
need to be given some form and order, no matter how tentative. The Army continues to be the
nation’s servant, and the soldiers that make up that Army deserve their recognition. They continue
to protect our freedom at great personal risk to themselves and incalculable cost to their loved ones.
This is their continuing story.

Washington, D.C. RICHARD W. STEWART
24 September 2009 Chief Historian
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PREFACE TO THE 2005 EDITION

Despite the popular image of the solitary historian immured in the stacks of a library or
archives, history is very much a collective enterprise. This is true not only in philosophical terms (all
historians stand on the shoulders of previous generations of scholars) but also in the practical sense
that historians rely heavily on the work of many others when they attempt to weave a narrative that
covers centuries of history. Awmerican Military History 1s truly such a collaborative work.

Over the years numerous military historians have contributed to the earlier versions of this
textbook published in 1956, 1969, and 1989. In this latest telling of the story of the U.S. Army, addi-
tional scholars inside and outside the Center of Military History have conducted research, written or
revised chapters and inserts, or reviewed the texts of others. Other experts have edited text, proofed
bibliographies, prepared maps, and located photographs to bring this book together.

It is important to highlight those historians and other professionals who have helped make this
book a reality. Indeed, there were so many contributors that I hasten to beg forgiveness in advance if
I have inadvertently left someone off this list. First, I wish to thank those many scholars outside the
Center of Military History who voluntarily gave of their time to review chapters of this book and
provide their expertise to ensure that the latest scholarship and sources were included. These schol-
ars include: John Shy, Don Higginbotham, Robert Wright, John Mahon, William Skelton, Joseph
Dawson, Joseph Glathaar, Gary Gallagher, Carol Reardon, Mark Grimsley, Perry Jamieson, Robert
Wooster, Brian Linn, Timothy Nenninger, Edward Coffman, David Johnson, Stanley Falk, Mark
Stoler, Gerhard Weinberg, Edward Drea, Steve Reardon, Allan R. Millett, Charles Kirkpatrick, and
Eric Bergerud. Their careful reviews and suggested additions to the manuscript enriched the story
immeasurably and saved me from numerous errors in interpretation and fact. Within the Center of
Military History, of course, we have a number of outstanding historians of our own to draw upon.
The Center is, I believe, as rich in talent in military history as anywhere else in the country; and I was
able to take advantage of that fact. In particular, I would like to thank the following historians from
the Histories Division for their writing and reviewing skills: Andrew J. Birtle, Jeffrey A. Charlston,
David W. Hogan, Edgar F. Raines, Stephen A. Carney, William M. Donnelly, William M. Hammond,
and Joel D. Meyerson. Within the division, every member participated in writing the short inserts
that appear throughout the text. In addition to the names previously listed, I would be remiss if I did
not also thank Stephen J. Lofgren, William J. Webb, Dale Andrade, Gary A. Trogdon, James L. Yar-
rison, William A. Dobak, Mark D. Sherry, Bianka J. Adams, W. Blair Haworth, Terrence J. Gough,
William A. Stivers, Erik B. Villard, Chatles E. White, Shane Story, and Mark J. Reardon. Whether
they have been in the division for one year or twenty, their contributions to this work and to the
history of the U.S. Army are deeply appreciated.

I particularly wish to thank the Chief of Military History, Brig. Gen. John Sloan Brown, for his
patience and encouragement as he reviewed all of the text to provide his own insightful comments.
He also found time, despite his busy schedule, to write the final two chapters of the second vol-
ume to bring the story of the US. Army neatly up to the present day. Also, I wish to thank Michael
Bigelow, the Center’s Executive Officer, for his contribution. In addition, I would like to note the
support and guidance that I received from the Chief Historian of the Army, Jeffrey J. Clarke, and
the Editor in Chief, John W. Elsberg, Their experience and wisdom is always valued. I wish to
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thank the outstanding editor of _American Military History, Diane M. Donovan, who corrected my
ramblings, tightened my prose, and brought consistency to the grammar and style. Her patience and
skilled work made this a much finer book. I also wish to thank those who worked on the graphics,
photographs, and maps that helped make this book so interesting and attractive. This book would
not have been possible without the diligence and hard work of the Army Museum System Staff, as
well as Beth MacKenzie, Keith Tidman, Sherry Dowdy, Teresa Jameson, Julia Simon, and Dennis
McGrath. Their eye for detail and persistence in tracking down just the right piece of artwork or
artifact or providing the highest quality map was of tremendous value.

Although countless historians have added to this text over the years, I know that any attempt to
write a survey text on the history of the U.S. Army will undoubtedly make many errors of commis-
sion and omission. I take full responsibility for them and will endeavor, when informed, to correct
them as best I can in future editions. In conclusion, I wish to dedicate this book to the finest soldiers
in the world, to the men and women who have fought and died in service to the United States over
two centuries and those who continue to serve to protect our freedom. They have built America
into what it is today, and they continue to defend the principles upon which our great country was
founded. This is their story.

Washington, D.C. RICHARD W. STEWART
14 June 2004 Chief, Histoties Division



PROLOGUE
THE WAR IN EUROPE

1914-1917

The event that set off war in Europe came in late June 1914
at Sarajevo, when a fanatical Serbian nationalist assassinated
Archduke Francis Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne. In other times and under different conditions, this act might
not have been enough to catapult the world into the most widespread
and costly conflict man had yet known, one that would eventually put
under arms 65 million men from thirty countries representing every
continent. Yet as matters stood that summer of 1914, Europe was
a tinderbox awaiting a spark, an armed camp with two rival power
blocs. There was at first the Triple Alliance composed of Germany,
Austria, and Italy. On the other side, the Entente Cordiale between
Britain and France gradually merged with the Dual Alliance of France
and Russia to become the Triple Entente. With the defection of Italy,
Germany and Austria became the Central Powers, which Bulgaria and
Turkey eventually joined. The Triple Entente became, with the addi-
tion of Italy, the nucleus of the Allied Powers.

Despite some halthearted efforts to localize the dispute over the
assassinated prince, since Russia backed Serbia and Kaiser Wilhelm II
of Germany promised Austria full support, the only real question was
when the war was to begin. The answer to that came on July 28, when
Austria declared war on Serbia. As Russia began its ponderous mobili-
zation process to back the Serbs, Germany rushed to strike first.

Germany’s location between Russia and France dictated for the
Germans a two-front war. To meet this contingency, the German
General Staff had laid plans to defeat France swiftly before the Russians
with their ponderous masses could fully mobilize, then to shift forces
rapidly to the east and destroy the Russians at will.



The landscape from Switzerland
to the sea soon was scarred with
opposing systems of zigzag,
timber-revetted trenches, fronted
by tangles of barbed wire.
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The maneuver designed to defeat the French was the handiwork of
Germany’s gifted former Chief of Staff, Count Alfred von Schlieffen,
who lent his name to the plan. Deducing that the French would attack
in Alsace and Lorraine, Schlieffen proposed to trap them in a massive
single envelopment, a great scythe-like movement through the Low
Countries and into northern France, then west and south of Paris.
Schlieffen was prepared to give ground on his left wing in Alsace-
Lorraine to keep the French armies occupied until a powerful right
wing—the tip of the scythe—could complete the envelopment. (See
Map 1.)

The German staff modified the Schlieffen Plan continually between
its creation and the start of the war, but one of the plan’s major faults
was in the area of logistics. Such a massive movement of troops and
horses quickly moved beyond available railroad support and could not
be sustained. The troops at the tip of the spearhead would have to slow
down due to supply problems before they would be able to encircle
Paris. Yet the maneuver achieved such surprise that by late August the
French and British armies were in full retreat and the threat to Paris was
so real that the French government abandoned the city. Only a hastily
arranged French counterattack against an exposed German flank saved
Paris. That action afforded time for main British and French forces to
turn, halt the Germans at the Marne River east of Paris, and drive them
back to the Aisne River, forty miles to the north.

As stalemate developed along the Aisne, each side tried to envelop
the northern flank of the other in successive battles that by October had
extended the opposing lines all the way to the Belgian coast. Allied and
German armies alike went to ground. The landscape from Switzerland
to the sea soon was scarred with opposing systems of zigzag, timber-
revetted trenches, fronted by tangles of barbed wire sometimes more than
150 feet wide and featured here and there by covered dugouts providing
shelter for troops and horses and by observation posts in log bunkers
ot concrete turrets. Out beyond the trenches and the barbed wire was a
muddy desert called No-Man’s-Land, where artillery fire had eliminated
habitation and vegetation alike, where men in nighttime listening posts
strained to hear what the enemy was about, and where rival patrols clashed.

Eventually both sides would realize that they had miscalculated,
that the newly developed machine gun and improved indirect-fire artil-
lery had bolstered not the offense but the defense. This development
had been presaged—but ignored—in the U.S. Civil War. Principles of
war such as maneuver, economy of force, and surprise were seemingly
subordinated to the critical principle of mass: masses of men (neatly
2 million Germans and 3 million Allied troops); masses of artillery
(barrages lasted days and even weeks before an offensive); and masses
of casualties (the British and French in 1915 lost 1.5 million men killed,
wounded, and missing). Yet through it all the opposing lines stood
much as they had at the start. For more than two years they would vary
less than ten miles in either direction.

To meet the high cost of the long, deadly struggle, the opposing
powers turned more than ever before in history to the concept of the
nation in arms. Even Britain, for so many years operating on the theory
of a powerful navy and only a small (though highly professional) army,
resorted to conscription and sent massive new armies to the continent.
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To appease the appetite of the vast armies for munitions, equipment,
and supplies, the nations harnessed their mines, factories, and railroads
to war production; levied high income taxes; froze wages and prices;
and rationed food and other commodities. It was industrialized war on
a vast scale never before seen.

On the battlefield, commanders persisted in a vain hope that
somehow the stalemate might be ended and breakthrough and exploi-
tation achieved. In April 1915 the Germans released clouds of chlorine
gas against a French colonial division on the British sector of the front.
The colonials broke, but the Germans were unprepared to exploit the
advantage. The first use of poison gas thus was a strategic blunder,
wasting total surprise for nothing more than local gains.

The British similarly blundered the next year, when they also intro-
duced a new weapon prematurely. The tank, an ungainly, ponderous
offspring of a marriage of armor with the caterpillar tractor, owed its
name to British attempts to deceive the Germans that the