
WINFIELD SCOTT was born on the family estate near Petersburg, Virginia, on 
13 June 1786; attended William and Mary College briefly and studied law in the office 
of David Robinson; enlisted in Petersburg’s cavalry troop, 1807, and became a captain 
in the regular service, May 1808; received a one-year suspension for open criticism of 
General James Wilkinson, 1810; served in New Orleans on General Wade Hampton’s 
staff, 1811–1812; was promoted to lieutenant colonel, July 1812, and colonel, March 
1813; served on the Niagara front in the War of 1812, was captured and paroled, 
then participated in actions at Fort George, where he was wounded, and at Uphold’s 
Creek; was promoted to brigadier general, March 1814; as a brigade commander, was 
largely instrumental in American successes in the battles of Chippewa and Lundy’s 
Lane (where he was seriously wounded); for his valor, was brevetted major general, 
July 1814; supervised the preparation of the Army’s first standard drill regulations 
and headed a postwar officer retention selection board, 1815; visited Europe to study 
French military methods, 1815–1816; held regional command in the Division of the 
North, 1816; married Maria D. Mayo, 1817; was president of the Board of Tactics, 
1815, 1821, 1824, and 1826; commanded the Eastern Department, 1825; his resigna-
tion at being passed over for Army command refused, 1828; again visited Europe, then 
resumed command of the Eastern Department, 1829; his field command of the Black 
Hawk War forces forestalled by cholera among his reinforcing troops, 1832; was an 
effective presidential emissary to South Carolina during nullification troubles; com-
manded the field forces in the Second Seminole and Creek Wars, 1836; was cleared 
by a court of inquiry on his handling of both operations; assumed command of the 
Eastern Division, 1837; was dispatched to maintain order on the Canadian border, 
where American patriots were aiding Canadian rebels seeking an end to British rule; 
supervised removal of the Cherokees to the trans-Mississippi region, 1838; negotiated 
a peaceful resolution to the boundary dispute between Maine and New Brunswick, 
1839; was promoted to major general, June 1841; was commanding general of the 
United States Army, 5 July 1841–1 November 1861; led American forces in the 
decisive campaign of the Mexican War from the Vera Cruz landings to the capture of 
Mexico City, 1847; was the unsuccessful Whig candidate for president, 1852; received 
the brevet of lieutenant general by special act of Congress, 1855, retroactive to the 
date of Vera Cruz; settled the Anglo-American dispute over San Juan Island in Puget 
Sound, 1859; retired from active service, November 1861; died in West Point, New 
York, on 29 May 1866.

The Artist

Giuseppina Vannutelli (1874–1948), portrait and genre painter, was born in Rome, Italy, 
where she studied art under the tutelage of her accomplished father, Scipione Vannutelli 
(1834–1894). In 1897 she won an award in a competition of original works launched by the 
Académie St. Luc, and in 1900 she entered a major work, Mater Purissima, in the Espositzione 
Alinari. Her portrait of Brevet Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott, which bears her signature and the 
inscription Roma, is reproduced from the Army Art Collection. 
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