




















































































































Some of the attack aircraft supporting the ground forces in the late thirties were revolutionary in size,
speed, and bomb-carrying capacity. Portrayed are Curtiss A-18s (top) flying low in the attack mode
and the popular Douglas A-20 (bottom), first acquired in 1939 and used throughout the war.




Several twin-engined tactical bombers, modified from commerical transport aircraft, were offered by
the alert aircraft industry in the late thirties. Portrayed are Douglas B-18s (top), shown here flying in
formation over California, and a Martin A-22 (bottom) on the ramp.







The Army Air Forces acquired two medium bombers beginning in 1941, the North American B-25
“Mitchell” (top) and the Martin B-26 ‘“Maurader’’ (bottom), with the expectation of providing the ground
forces additional close air support as well as interdiction and strike missions.







Then in the late thirties the Air Corps sought a more powerful, faster, all-metal monoplane type for
observation tasks. The North American O-47 (top) and Curtiss O-52 (botfom) were excellent flyers.

The O-47 had an observation bay below the wing; the O-52 used a high-wing configuration to allow
the flight crew an unobstructed view below.













The Curtiss P-40 “Kittyhawk" (top) and the North American A-36 (bottom) did yeoman close air

support service in North Africa and in the Mediterranean Theater.
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