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WAR DEPARTMENT

“THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE s
el 6&@;9-(1 .A.ug 44) , dasa 1

WASHINGTON 25, D C

frmmomnum FDR Commanding General, iy on
B 0 ;Army War College.

”nfretained in‘the poét war period.,

: never to be killed in action.‘ bt
Sl ? It is not: centrally located as any memorlal to an{'
Uof General MdNair's rank and prominence should be. e
i . d. General McNair was not born in Texag, n
'-tlnguished services particularly identlfied with

S 5 General McNair's talents and ac '
fjflned to the development of any one weapon

; ‘as Fort McNair or the McNair Military Reservatio
.‘reasons. : : : 4
: ik It is a permanent installation and embodles the
tles be31des the college. : B
 achieved his greatest success and fame ag Commandipg Gener ;‘
ﬁArmy Ground Forces. 5 -
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_.11(1 Aug h);)GNGCT-—sl i lst Ind.. i
g

I{E‘ADQUARTERS, ARMY GRDUI\]D FDRGES, Army War college, Washlng'to 1 25

LA SEPOM e . 1‘

T0: The Adgutant General, WEshlngton dS, De C.

AT Thls headquarters renews, and strongly urges approval fonilery
_glbs former recommendatlon ‘that Gamp Hood, Texas, be renamed Fort
beNalr, Texas., h grtaniis ; “ j e

?
‘.,u;_. '3 Wity 1N

. a. Camp Hood is the outstandlng post developed by the army
;31n the present emergency, It comprises housing for 6, OOT officers/
. and 82, 610 enlisted men, located on 158,578 acres of govermment-owned
land, constructed and acquired at a cost of $75,920,988. Tt isja
= . post in which every type of unit in the Army Ground Forces cangté"_
 trained and in which every Army Ground Forces weapon can be flr'd._
itiThis: headquarters has recommended to the Deputy Chief of Staff, :
o the Chief, Speolal Planning Division, War Department Spe01al'.~;,:gdwg
Staff, and ‘to the War Department Committee of officers to Review jff S
‘Requirements of the. Army for Posts, Camps and Stations, that Camp it
‘Hood be retained and: occupied in the postwar period. ‘The Commandlngl L
" General, Army - Service Forces has recommended likewise. T 1S i
' reasonable to assume that, if any of the new posts become permanent,_
: Camp Hood will be 1ncluded. ; - i

Tw1th reference to the country ds a whole and with reSpectlto fu,
-mllltary act1v1ty than is the Army'War College.

G d. Namee w1th a 1oca1 connotetlon normally are chosen
'"in naming posts, but this policy does not prevail in the naming. ‘of,
 outstanding posts in honor of persons of major military 1mportance.

UThidsinoted that! Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, was named for a native of"

; ‘jKansas, Fort: Leonard Wood,' Wissouri, for a mative of New Hampshlre,

fand: Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, for a natxve of Oth." : S

pa e. (eneral MbNalr's great contribution was the integra-
' tlon of basic training of all arms and the development of” comblned
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;'futuz;e, ‘Ehe tin "';“J""Iocp.ﬂi n of! 7
"sarily uncer’oain a.nd subject to -many cons:.derat:x.ons based on post' ‘
s "sul'b in. he indefini‘be postponement 0
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1t Ind, 680.11(1 Aug 44)GNGOT-51 to TAG (Contimued)s

training of all arms to a level not previously known in the United
- States Army. This headquarters regards Camp Hood as one |of the posts
| -l T,

rename the Army War College in honor of General McNair. | i |

 is relatively insignifiocant and has no identity apart from the |
. - college itself. The other activities of the post (signal corps!

‘little. _ - S _

Ml
%5

best adapted to combined training. : il
c 2 This headquarters -does not concur in the proposal: toilif i

= a. TWhile the Army War College is a permanent post; it|

photographic laboratory and qu&rﬁern}aéter sales commissary) add
~ b. Wmile General Melair had his headquerters at the
Army War College, he devoted the great part of his activities to

‘the training camps. Tt would be a serious error: to associate Gemeral

McNair permanently with his office rather than with his Jtroopst: .

General McNair's association with the Army War College Will be marked .

fittingly by the placing of a bronze plaque recently authorized by

the Secretary of War. =

Co -This headquarters does not agree that ‘the Army War
College is centrally located with respect to either the entire
country or the Army. ‘ T o
-~ d. The status of the Army War College as a post in the.
postwar army is obscure. Presumably it will be occupied by the | | ..~
College if the College be re-established, or it might be occupied by =
the Army-Navy Staff College. In either event, General McNair's .i il

activities were far removed from classrooms, e
: e« The greaﬁestE'.-OB;j'é'cﬁidn to’ onnecting Genera L McNair's' -
name to the Army. War College post is that it is not possible effect- ok
ively to rename this post. At the time of ‘the establishment of ‘the'
Army War College in 1901, the post was. known as Washington Barracks. '

By 1927 the name Washington Barracks had disappeared entirely, and

the War Department officially changed the name of the reservation to’
Army War College. In 1935/ the War Department undertook to rame the

- post Fort Humphreys. The last name never gained currency and in 1939
. the name Ammy War College was restored. There is no reason to il .o
believe that name Fort McNair would achieve greater stability than -

Fort Humphreys.

Vo




is: requested.‘

1st Ind, 680.11(1 Aug 44)GNGCT-51 to TAG (Contimued). o

3« The assoc1atlon of’General McNalr's name with the proposg" i
traln*ng theatwr of operatlons is con51dered equally unsatlsfactoﬁy;:'

a. There is no certalnty that such an area w111 be & part
of the postwar mllltary establishmént. - :

be Such-a theater'would be quite 1mpermanent wmth ncﬂureat
amount ofllmprovements, and, occupying an exceedingly large ared the
project 1supartlcular1y vulnerable to polltlcal attack and:part
dlsmemberment. W

m\.

4s 'This! headquarters agrees that it is hlghly'de51rable that
some important, permanent, centrally located and appropriate military
installation be named in honor of General McNair., Camp Hood is - '

“appropriate; it is well located w1thwreference to future military -

activities; it probably will*be”permanent. It is de81red to build & :
suitable memorlal on the basis of the best of our new' camps. Genéral i

. McNair often referred to Camp- Hood as_the best of our camps. He be-

lleved that 1t would be a magor permanent post. s Tl by

-

Gl Recon31deratlon of actlon announced in ba81c commnnlcatlon

For the CONMANDING GENERAL e o } e

I
} s

o GHR'L‘STIANSEN, i
MaJor General G S C.,1
pef of Staff.'~ e

1 Incl. n/c-
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sidara‘blon ‘be given “to the two alterna.‘be possi‘bilities menticned. y G—
_he CG AGF renews and strongly urges approval of his fomer re'commend.a ion

o such as e duﬁlica.%ion"or confusion in_name ' 'thn
‘rd.ed;,in man;r pla o8 in the T _o'l;,e;_
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HE PLAINVIEW SUNDAY H

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING

Plainyiew
@

COMMERCIAL PRINTING OFFICE SUPPLIES

801 BROADWAY

Plainview, Torad
September 23, 1944,
General George C., Marshkll ) St
Chief of Starr, ) RECD O.C8. 25 SEP 1guy
United States Army,
Washington, D, ¢,

Dear Sir;
In view of the close association of two of our Army

and the government installation at Camp Hood, Texas,. I would ~
Tespectfully invite attention to the high order of service

of the late General Lesley J. MeNair, and his son, the late

Col. Douglas MeNair, with the suggestion that if a permanent

post 1s created there that it be named Fort McNair or Fort MeNairs

Having served under Genera) McNair as a cadet in the
First Training Camp at Leon Springs, Texas, 1917, I came to
know him as a highly efficient officer and have followed his
military career with interest, I believe you will agree with
me that some recognition of the service of this family, which
has claimed the male members of three generations, is indeed
in order. ;

I am taking the liberty of enclosing an editorial

from my newspaper soon after the report of Col. McNair's
sacrifice, :

Sincerely,

izt A5 Hilburn, Editor,
Plainview Daily Herald, and
Former Capt., 359th Inf.AERF
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FiLe No. SEMOC 350,05 (26 Sep 44) paTE 2 Qctobee 1944

(IF REQUIRED)

=

SRS e Bl e PO R o B T I I

SERVICE, DIVISION, OR ORGANIZATION LocATION
o The Adjutant General : 16 875 Pentagon, Wash. D. C.
BRANCH OR UNIT ) ATTENTION
Colonel Otto Johnson

SUBJECTTank Destroyer Units and the Government Installation at Camp Hood, Texas.
FROM SERVICE, DIVISION, OR ORGANIZATION ; LOCATION TELEPHONE NO.
' Utilization Section, Command Instal. Br, LB 262 2452

Tt is requested that a letter substantially as follows be addressed %o
ilr, H, S, Hilburn, Editor, Plainview Dyily Herald, Plainview, Texas, and
that copies thereof be furnished the Commgnding General, Army Service Forces,
the Chief of Staff, War Department and Assistant Secretary, General Staff:

"Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of September 23, 1944 in
which you recommend that Camp Hood, Texas, obe named Fort lichair,

| DR
ﬂ??f’z:)ur letter and inclosures have been forwarded to the agency of
the War Department having primary interest in such matters and you
may be assured that careful and full consideration will be given to
the information you have submitied,

WYour interest in bringing this matter to the attention of the War
Department is indeed appreciated,”

L
{ k §

&=
CHAS. E, DISS NGER™—
Colonel, General Staff Corps
Director, lobilization Division

Incls:

#1-Ltr frm, Mr. H.S. Hilburn,
Editor, rlainview, Tex, to
Gen., Marshall, 23 Sep 44, w/
Incls. ;

WENQ: ANDUM FOR RECORD:

1, Ltr frm kr, H, S, Hilburn, Editor, Plainview Daily Herald, vex, to
Gen. Marshall 23 Sep 44, suggests that if a permanent post is created at
Camp Hood it be named Fort liclair. Incloses editorial from his newspaper
on General HcNair and his son Colonel McHair.

2, Waj. J. F. Smith, Planning Division, advises informally that his ofiice
recently non-concurred in a proposal of AGF to name Camp Hood, Fort Mciiair,
Recommends forwarding this action to AG for reply.

3. Col. Johnson, Operations Branch, AGU, advises informally that action
referred to above from AGF has beem sent to G-3 for comment. Concurs in
this action and recommends forwarding paper through his office.

W.D., A. G. O. Form. No. 0105
+ 10 January 1944
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A'RMY GRo‘UND- FbR‘éEs

SUMMARY SHEET

- .SUBJECT Suggestion 'bo Name Arn;y- War Gollege Fh. McNair.  DATE:
' FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF o s © o o
"-_I DISCTLBSION.- o & o _
‘.- 1. el I.esley b McNair, by personal note to Gen. hfgﬁ?5£:;RCE5
_,‘September[ 1945 " (Incl 1, Tab Z), suggests that it would be fitting st -name_ i
. ‘the Army War College in honor of Gen. McNair. .The Commanding Gener
Army Service Forces, nonconcurs and recommends that Gen. McNair's n Gt
i R considered for one of the World War II Army Ground TForces posts (Incl l,
. Tab Y). We have the paper from Secretary General Stai‘f for commentl on this
U recommeryia'bion. ' : e : | :
soi Attached hereto (Incl. 2) is file of correspondence covering
. our reconmendation that Camp Hood, Texas, considered to be the best of -
the WorldWar IT camps -and the one most likely to achieve permanence, ‘he sk
~ ‘renamed in honor of Gen. McNair. We have made this recommendation three o
~ times, the 1ast time over the signature of Gen. Stilwell, and it has been
‘disapproved three times by War Department G-3 and The Adjutant General i‘or
1 reasons wh:.ch we consider not to be compelling. "

A ! A L e

AGTION REcommDED. | ;

: S:.gnature and dispatch of the attached mmorandum for the Ghiei‘ of
: Sta:{;‘f, Us Se Army (Incl. 1), which concurs in the renaming of a post for =
- Gene McNair: and ‘TenewWs our. recommendation that Camp Hood, Texas, be| so : e

designated. i S it LR e R e e e
,,.« Kt L«fw aﬁ’uéa /éé BNER

. : : Major General
‘. _ 1 2 Ci 945 S : A.G. Of S', G-3@\L9

| e GONCURRENCES .

None .

shee £ 24

L 'Appd,by';o{s 'Aer
2 Incls. i
I—Memo for C/S,

A, sub as above (Tab x), :

(ASF 1tr 3 Oct 15 (Tab Y);
Ltr fr Mrs. McNair, 18 Sep L5 (Tab z).
B 2—AG Rcds :E.':lJ.e 680.11, Ba.nder #l.._ , .

'k s
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AG 600.05 (3 Oct 45) - Elitas
0B-T : 00 .or/
22 QOectoher 19!5-5- ':}.,. l A {/),..__\
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAVFF:
Attention: Major Gordon F. Bell

SUBJECT: Redesignation of Camp Hood, Texas.

1. BReference is made to memorandum your office, dated
15 Ootober 1043, WDCSA 352 Avmy War College (18 Sep 45).

9. TRecommendetions for the rensming of Camp Hood were
not given favorable comsideration at the time this matter was
vreviously studied, for the following reasone:

a. Cemp Hood is a teuwporary installation which may
or mey not be vetained in the postwar establishment.

b. The cemp wae not then considered to be of sufficient
reletive importance to be nemed in honor of the highest ranking
officer of the United States killed in sction for many years.

6. 'fhe cemwp was not coneideved centrally located, as
any wmemoriasl to en officer of General MoNair's rank and prome
inence should be. .

; d. General McNair wae not born in Texas, nor were
his distingnished services particularly identified with thet
State,

e. It was coneldered that a change in the name of
Camp Hood would heve en undeslrable popular and political reper-
cusgion in the State of Texas.

3. The attached files contain coples of the following
previous correspondence relative to the naming of Camp Hood,
Texas ag Fort McNalr in henor of lLesley J. MoRair, late Lieu-
tenant Genersl, U. S. Army.

a. Memorandum from Cormanding General, Army Ground
Forces, 1 August 1944 to the Chief of Staff with commente by
Assistent Chief of Staff, GO03, WDGS, 4 August 194k4: Chief,
Higtorical Section, Army Wer College, 10 Auguet 104k, (el 1)

e ) sanlyoly [euonep au) jo sBulp|oy palissepaq / pauisseoun auy) woy paonpolday
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b. Memorandum from The Adjutant General 15 August 1944
to Commanding General, Army Ground Forces with firat indoreement,
Commanding General, Avmy Ground Forces to The Adjutant General
13 September 194k, end Disposition Form from The Adjutant General
to Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-3, WDGS, 30 September 194k,
Memorandum from Assistant Chief of 8taff, G-3 to Commending
General, Army Ground Forces 5 Ootober 195-&. (Inol 2 )

¢. Memorandum from Commanding General, Army Ground

Forces for the Chief of Staff, 19 May 1945, and Disposition
Form from The Adjutant General to Assistant Chief of Staff,
G-3, WDGS, 2k Mey 194Lk. Disposition Form from Assistant Chief
of 8taff, G-3, to The Adjutant General, 28 May 1945 and letter
The Adjutant Genersl to Commanding General, Army Ground Forces
6 June 1945. {Incl 3)

7

i

EIWARD F. WITSELL
Major General
Acting The Adjutent General

: A Incls.

1-3 - As lispted sbove
L - Memo, Hg, AGF to C of 8, 12 Ot U5,
w/incls.

Operations Branch, 0J, Ext 73466
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To the following in order indicated:

Hajor Bell ey

Gro  10—38080-3 I suggest you get TAG
(Name or title) {Organization) (Building and room) (Tnitials) - ' to inform you why name
1 i ; Kl o DRy tcNair for iHood was dis-
& ol A ap-roved and start from there-
for complete answer to irs
e i - ! LicH's letter
1 flodes
3 Lo b f, {
| Original penciled notation of
S ' above in Chief of 3taff's file.
T m (Name) (Organization) (Building and room) . (Date)
E. F. WITSELL, MAJOR GENERAL _—_'—(Telephoﬁe)
ACTING THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
SV A MSRLTUW WU YUUL GUIEGE 0N
venned note from General Lodes be obtsine
together with the attached files, he reti
earliest practicable time. =
GURLCK . BEIL :
lzjor, G5C
Asst. See., Gen. Staff
R e s
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