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infrastructure and security,” the squadron 
established a patrol base with minimal 

“standoff” fortifications (151). On what one 
of the paratroopers describes as a “normal 
day,” two dump trucks drove over the vehicle 
barriers outside the base (153). When one 
came to rest near the front gate and the 
other stopped near living quarters, they 
exploded. Nine paratroopers lost their lives 
in the attack. Despite the constant violence 
the terrorists employed to undermine their 
mission, the squadron served with distinc-
tion to the end of their deployment.

Throughout this narrative, Headhunter 
reveals the 5th Squadron’s achievements and 
explores the personal struggles of its soldiers. 
Overall, Svoboda shows that the squadron 
proved their mettle and accomplished a 
great deal under adverse circumstances. 
One in four squadron members were killed 
or wounded during the deployment, and 
over 30 percent received awards for heroism. 
Svoboda’s work clearly illustrates how 
the 5th Squadron, 73d Calvary Regiment 
served with courage, determination, and 
devastating sacrifice. Despite reminding 
his readers of the squadron’s achieve-
ments, Svoboda does not obscure the less 
glamorous features of war these soldiers 
faced. Throughout Headhunter, Svoboda 
exposes the gritty realities of fighting in 
Iraq, including facing IEDs, fighting against 
a determined enemy, losing comrades, 
dealing with potentially hostile civil-
ians, and handling combative prisoners. 
  Perhaps due to an abiding concern for 
telling the soldiers’ stories, Svoboda does 
not dwell too much on the institutional 
and strategic factors that directly inf lu-
enced the squadron’s experience. First, the 
book does not scrutinize the impact that 
the 2007 surge had on the unit. Readers 
familiar with the Iraq War can find glimpses 
of how the coalition’s new emphasis on 
protecting the population inf luenced 
squadron leaders. That said, the author 
does not address how the build-up of 
forces during the surge affected the cavalry 
squadron. Svoboda also does not examine 
the impact on the squadron of the Army’s 
transition to a new modular force structure.  
    Additionally, the lack of institutional 
context led to a missed opportunity to 
explore the contrast between the traditional 
role of paratroopers and the experience 
of the 5th Squadron in Iraq. Headhunter 
begins with a description of the purpose 
of a paratrooper in a conventional conflict, 
which seems out of place without a thorough 

explanation as to how that training would 
serve the troopers under the very different 
conditions of an insurgency. Svoboda takes 
the time to discuss the unique role para-
troopers typically hold in a conventional 
conflict but does not address how or if that 
matters in the unconventional conditions 
the squadron experiences in Iraq. 

Svoboda also avoids engaging in the 
significant historiographical debates about 
the Iraq War, such as whether the surge 
campaign had a direct role in reducing 
violence in the country. However, the 
experiences of the paratroopers of the 5th 
Squadron can inform scholarly analysis of 
counterinsurgency, the war in Iraq, and the 
surge campaign. Headhunter underlines the 
efforts made by the squadron to “clear, hold, 
and build” in line with population-centric 
counterinsurgency doctrine. The struggles 
and comments of the paratroopers make 
the inherent limitations of adhering to that 
strategy with insufficient forces especially clear. 

Additionally, historians may find broader 
contributions to military history as they 
examine the evidence of soldiers’ social 
rituals and combat experiences at the 
tactical level. Svoboda gives special attention 
to the mourning process as soldiers and 
families confronted the loss of comrades 
and loved ones. Svoboda takes care to 
include stories about the personalities and 
individual contributions of the fallen. 

Svoboda devotes his seventh chapter to a 
description of the memorial for Capt. Rhett 
W. Schiller and 1st Lt. John R. Dennison. 
Svoboda describes how the squadron took 
the time to erect physical memorials and 
eulogize their friends between operations 
in Iraq. Within the chapter, Svoboda records 
how paratroopers and family members 
described how those lost affected their lives. 
As the author shares the personal details of 
their lives, the fallen become increasingly 
real to the reader and their effect on the 
social fabric of their community comes 
into focus. 

Headhunter stands as an excellent 
resource for specialist historians and those 
curious about the personal experiences of 
soldiers at war. Although Svoboda could do 
more to explain the broader context of the 
Iraq War, his monograph tells the stories of 
the brave paratroopers with clarity and grit. 
Those looking to get insight into the lives of 
American soldiers as they served in Iraq will 
enjoy this compassionately written book. 

Laurence M. Nelson IIIi is a PhD candidate 
in United States history who specializes in 
U.S. military intervention in Latin America 
or the “Banana Wars.” He examines the ac-
tions of both Latin American and U.S. par-
ticipants in those conflicts. By analyzing 
transnational documentation of an institu-
tional and personal nature, he illuminates 
fundamental dynamics that contributed 
to military outcomes. He currently holds a 
fellowship with the Marine Corps Heritage 
Foundation
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The end of the Cold War led to many shifts 
in America’s global posture, among them 
the eventual disbanding of the Strategic 
Air Command (SAC). The opinions of 
experts who shaped America’s deterrence 
posture throughout those tense decades of 
U.S.–Soviet conflict have largely faded from 
public consciousness, seemingly irrelevant 
in an era free from talk of mutually assured 
destruction and nuclear annihilation. 
However, the world continues to change 
and events in the past few years make clear 
the importance of deterrence and escalation 
control throughout the world. In 2019, Russia 
unveiled a nuclear-powered cruise missile. 
In April 2022, Russia test launched their 
newly-developed intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM), the Sarmat–2. Russia and 
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China have developed hypersonic glide 
vehicles as nuclear delivery systems. Iran’s 
Ayatollah Khamenei announced in August 
2020 that Iran would expand its nuclear 
program. North Korea’s Kim Jong Un 
has publicly celebrated possessing nuclear 
warheads and long-range ICBMs; he said 
in July 2020 that such weapons would 
guarantee his country’s security. 

It is precisely these types of develop-
ments that led Brent Ziarnick, an assistant 
professor of National Security Studies at the 
Air Command and Staff College, to edit 21st 
Century Power. The book compiles speeches, 
conversations, and writings from General 
Thomas S. Power, the third commander of 
SAC. It also includes useful commentary 
from Ziarnick, in an effort to help modern 
strategists approach nuclear warfighting in 
an era where it may once again be a reality. 
21st Century Power provides a valuable 
historical account of how deterrence worked 
during the Cold War and makes a compel-
ling case for why it is still relevant today. The 
book appeals to two audiences: students 
of history will appreciate it as an expertly 
compiled sampling of General Power’s 
speeches, writings, and conversations with 
government leaders. These provide a broad 
overview of SAC during Power’s time as its 
leader, the policies and procedures he imple-
mented, and the underlying worldview that 
drove him. Students of strategy will appreciate 
it as a guide to shape and refine modern deter-
rence and escalation control policies. 

The book is divided into five chapters. In 
the first, Ziarnick focusses on deterrence 
and strategic warfare. He explains how the 
deterrence philosophies espoused by impor-
tant civilian strategists such as Thomas 
C. Schelling and Herman Kahn contrast 
with the practical outlook embraced by 
Power. Ziarnick then provides a 1957 
Memorandum to SAC and multiple journal 
articles authored by Power, all corroborating 
the idea that Power viewed deterrence not as 
U.S. parity with an adversary, but instead 
as overwhelming U.S. advantage. Chapter 
2 explores how Power incorporated ICBMs 
into SAC, arguing “no man did more to 
bring the ICBM from early development 
to mature operational status than Power 
himself” (43). Chapter 3 discusses Power’s 
unsuccessful attempt at persuading the 
Senate to oppose ratification of the Limited 
Test Ban Treaty of 1963. Ziarnick presents 
a slightly abridged version of Power’s testi-
mony. He argues that it provides another 
perspective on Power’s beliefs on strategic 

nuclear warfare and serves as an example 
for modern readers of a senior officer taking 

“an opposing viewpoint from his political 
superiors and [communicating] it respect-
fully but honestly, even if his opinions are 
not particularly popular” (75). Chapter 4 
presents a transcript of remarks Power made 
to civic leaders touring SAC in 1963 to make 
the case that Power was an “engaging and 
effective” speaker (128). Chapter 5 concludes 
by looking at the enduring role of strategic 
warfare, closing with Power’s last speech on 
active duty. 

As a historical reference, the value of the 
book is clear. Ziarnick’s careful curation 
of speeches, memorandums, and conver-
sations provides a platform for modern 
readers to connect with Power in his own 
words and in various situations. The broad 
variety of sources allows readers to get a 
comprehensive understanding of Power, 
from the way he wrote for journals, to what 
he briefed Congress, to the way he talked 
to the public. As one would expect, the way 
Power spoke diverged significantly based 
on his audience. In an article, for instance, 
he explained deterrence by saying that “the 
best way of maintaining peace is to take the 
profit out of war. In other words, we must 
convince the Soviets and their partners 
that the price they would have to pay for 
aggression against this country or its allies 
would be far higher than they would be 
willing or able to pay” (26). Power explains 
the same concept more colorfully when 
talking to a group visiting SAC: “We want 
to make sure that Mr. Khrushchev has a 
[strategic] planner, a good planner . . . [to] 
try to write a plan for the destruction of 
the United States and have him survive at 
the same time. We want him to do that. 
And then we’d like to have him turn every 
morning to Mr. Khrushchev and say to him, 
‘Comrade, I’ve studied this very carefully 
and I recommend you don’t try it today.’ And 
if we can get him to do that every day, we 
will have accomplished our mission” (146). 
The volume provides numerous other points 
of interest to students of history. It clearly 
shows the problems planners wrestled with 
as they tried to figure out when and how 
to use ballistic missiles. It highlights the 
incredible challenge that SAC addressed 
when it implemented its alert procedures; in 
Power’s words, “never before in history has a 
peaceful nation such as ours been prepared 
to go to war within 15 minutes” (32). The 
book also highlights the fact that if war had 
broken out in 1960, “over 90 percent of the 

explosive power available to [the U.S. and 
its] allies would [have been] carried in SAC 
bomb bays” (27). As a reader might expect 
in a tome written about a founding father 
of the Strategic Air Command, the focus is 
largely on policy and posture at the national 
level. There is very little here for students 
of the tactical or operational levels of war, 
but modern students of national strategy 
and deterrence will find value in the book. 
Power explains concepts such as escalation 
control, targeting, kill probabilities, and 
deterrence in a practical way. He occasion-
ally goes into granular detail, outlining 
logistics, communications, and intelligence 
requirements that could very well pertain to 
present-day operations. The urgency with 
which Power speaks and the fact that he 
proved prescient in identifying challenges 
such as proliferation issues in which “nuclear 
weapons and missiles [become] available 
to small countries ruled by irresponsible 
men” (40) may help readers looking for an 
informed “devil’s advocate” to challenge 
modern beliefs and conventional wisdom. 

21st Century Power represents a solid 
contribution to the field of deterrence. 
Readers who have professional interest in 
the topic, or historical curiosity about SAC, 
would be well served in picking up a copy. 
Although some sections—such as a technical 
discussion on issues with U.S. ICBMs in the 
1960s—are no longer relevant to modern 
strategists, the principles that drive escala-
tion and deterrence are as applicable today 
as they ever were.

Lt. Col. Garrett A. Close received his mas-
ter’s in strategic intelligence from the Na-
tional Intelligence University. He recently 
served as an Army Fellow at the RAND 
Arroyo Center and is assigned currently to 
the Department of the Army Headquar-
ters G–8 as a program integrator.
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PUBLISHING UPDATE

I have written before about the Book Process Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) and our goal of speeding up the production of 

our official histories, but it has been a while since I have provided 
an update on our current projects. Because of the SOP, the addi-
tion of new authors (some via contract), and circumstance, the 
Histories Directorate recently has completed an unusually large 
number of manuscripts in a short time. In fact, projects are now 
waiting for an available editor so they can begin production. It is 
a good problem to have!

The Vietnam series marches steadily forward. One of the 
oldest uncompleted projects was Mark Bradley’s logistics history 
covering 1965 through 1967. An external panel reviewed the 
manuscript in spring 2019 and provided excellent feedback on 
areas for improvement. The revision process included writing a 
prologue and conclusion, along with adding fresh research and 
rewriting some of the main text. That effort proved longer and 
more difficult than expected. However, Joel Meyerson, who had 
started the initial research and writing a couple decades earlier, 
and Bradley concluded it this spring and the manuscript is finally 
in the queue for editing and production. Mark Bradley has now 
retired, so it may be some time before we identify an author to 
research and write the logistics history of 1968–1973, but that 
is the lone remaining volume in the series that is not underway.

Andy Birtle’s manuscript on the Vietnam advisory effort from 
1964 through the first half of 1965 underwent external panel review 
in July 2021. He completed all revisions in April of this year and 
the Multimedia and Publications Division (MPD) is performing 
final editing. It will come out in print next year. Birtle is currently 
revising his 1961–1963 manuscript, which will undergo external 
panel review later this year. Erik Villard, has recently completed 
Chapter 9 of his volume on combat operations 1968–1969. He has 
five more chapters to go and is on track to wrap up a full draft by 
the end of 2023. Contractor Kevin Boylan has finished seven of 
twenty chapters of the combat operations volume for 1970–1973, 
and is on schedule to produce the final chapter in summer 2024. 
With the exception of the second logistics volume, the series will 
be finished around 2025.

In our Cold War series, Thomas Boghardt’s book on Army 
intelligence in Germany 1945–1949 appeared in print earlier 
this year and he is working on the volume that takes the story 
through 1961. Don Carter’s manuscript on the institutional Army 

1953–1963 underwent external panel review in November 2021. 
He completed revisions and the manuscript went to editing and 
production in May. Julie Prieto has written five of eight chapters of 
her account of the Army in Latin America 1945–1963 and should 
have it ready for panel in early 2024.

The Tan Book series continues to pick up steam. Nick Schlosser 
has completed eleven of sixteen chapters of his history of the Surge 
in Iraq 2007–2008. By this fall, we hope to have Mark Reardon 
under contract to revise his manuscript on the U.S. Army’s role 
in establishing and advising the Iraqi army, which had lain fallow 
following his retirement. Both volumes should be ready to go to 
external panel review in 2023. Mason Watson has completed the 
prospectus and begun research on the main volume on Operation 
Inherent Resolve in Iraq 2014–2018, the follow-up to his 
campaign monograph that appeared in print late last year. Retired 
Army Colonel Paul Cook, who recently earned his doctoral degree 
in military history, is now under contract to do a book on Army 
doctrine 2001–2017. 

The Global War on Terrorism monograph series has made great 
strides. Mark Folse’s new account of Afghanistan 2001–2002 went 
to the editors this spring, and he is working on the prospectus 
for the main volume. Contractor John Mortimer is doing final 
revisions of Afghanistan 2009–2011, which will go soon to MPD. 
Kate Tietzen-Wisdom is in the final stages of her manuscript on 
Iraq 2009–2011. Travis Moger completed a draft of Iraq 2001–2003 
before taking another job, but that project awaits a new author to 
wrap it up. Within the next year, we will have eight of the twelve 
monographs in print or close to it.

Several authors contributed to a new edition of Army History 
and Heritage. In a shift from tradition, the Center of Military 
History digitally published each chapter as we completed it, and 
the entire book will come out in hard copy in the near future.

Jon T. Hoffman

chief historian’s FOOTNOTE
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