










































































and wriling lind. perhapsof equal 
who wc:n: li able 10 be OflIered 10 dUly elsewhere before 
they couW finish I major wriling mignmcnl. 

In Augus.ll94S alleas[ [wO pI:ru " 'en: dlllncd!h.:i[ 
were [0 be I comproml!OC hc[wccn IhI: "OOII­

it.n- 10 firEcen-volume thc very de­
lai led mOllOgr.lliUc wri ling thai had clurxteri:l:cd I110Sl 
of lhe Anny's hislorical wOfk unlil then. 0!Ic: plan 
comempJalCd ;Wool fony volumes, Ilalf of on 
oper.nIQI\S. 1be was IllaL Lhc majorilyof 
Ihc::sc volumes would be prcparedby the exiSting map.. 
command and OVCIXI' hislorical railler 
Lhan In lhe ccmr.LI hislOrical office.:LI1d Ihal 
years wouW be needed 10 p!'('p3re lheoffkial hiSlOfy in 
IhIs way. A""""",,, plall. dratled by Dr. wris,hl •• 1.0 
prujc:cced rOrty volumes In I main wilh gn:3Ler 

on adminiSlrJlion lind logistiCli th311 pro­
posal in the firs! plan. There we're ;Liso lobe addition21 
publlemons 10 incl...:lc the Iwo-volume populu his­
lory. 1110'(,) volumes on A my tr:IIn,ng and educalion, M 
inddlnile number wllh lhe of Ihe 
seven tedulical scrvlces, and an inddinitc Ilumber of 

volumes, lhe last 10 be ptep3n:d in rom­
pliance with the original din:ttlve 10 Ihc br.mch in 
1943. 

Colonel Oaf!< was probably wor1cinJ: on Ihe sec· 
ond of these plans when in emy Sl:plCmbct he ron· 
filled somewhal pmphetic;LiJy to hi, dilry Ihal ' 'this 
particular projecl givt'!i me I sense of cobwebs and old 
miUstoncs luming over ... .il win J:rind ()II and on for 
years." A r1lOf1Il1later the br.mctl'. rccoroupeci;LiiSl, 
U. Col. Jesse S. Douglu. a mon: Immedi· 
ately pertinent eritie;sm of a of Dr. Wri ght's 
plan. li e oojceled to tile publieation by thl: br.lnch or 
a volul1\eSof history 
and sep:tr.ItC publicalion of OIhcr serit'!i of Amy histo­
ries by lhe major commands. the lecl1nical !;I;rvlccs. 
and so forth. lie ihoughlihc omcial hislrny OIJgh llo 
OOflIain all the volumes. includins the delailed ac­
counts thai !he Srounci. air. and fom:s 
planning topuhHsh. 1beonly Anny histories OOIlglas 
ihoughlthe branch should from lhe bit: scrics 
were highly speclalitcd technical monogl'3phs and 
:studies on classified subjc:cc.. DcspiJe Ihcse objec­
lions. the Wrighl plan w;rs stililhe one only 
five days before the Advisory Comminee melln Oi;lO­

ber I94S. 1b.:n, ()I1the very eve oflha! meetinl;, the 
1li5loricat Branch changed ilS course and ptncntw 
inslead to ihc commillee a much broader plan for the 
o ffICial the umc 301 1I13t which 
would be $Ubmincd for fonnil W.r Dcp3lUllcnl ap­
prtWOll in Dl;a:mbc:r. 

" 

1his change resulted from several factoR, :tpp;tr­
cntly beginning " 'it/1 the criticisms of Colonel Dou­
glu. Aboulthis lime Or. Wrighl Ioid Colonc:l Clart. 
Ihat hi: inlcl1dcd 10 return 10 teaching in !he fallof 1946. 
and after mid ·O\;lobcrhe tooll: little pan in the planning 
for [Ile official history. II Is alsoevilio:;mthal befon: !he 
end of 1he month Colonel Oan. and Olhers .... 
looking LowaN the Ground Forces historian. Dr. [Kenl 
Robens I Gn:cnfidd. as WrigIlL'S mo,n eligihle JUCCC5-
SOt. Among p!Ui:raJTIsout<;ide the br.ulCh.1hc historical 
.. '0<1< otlhc Amy Ground Forces conside!W the 
highes[ m qual i1 y and ill mO$l l'IC:;uiy 
ready for POSSibly a dtx:isive fac[or in tho.; 

change of for the offICial hislory plan W:15 the 
disc{)\lc ry Nt C rccn r,eld.. wilh his CUlnm2l1der' S bien· 
ing. had begun IOmake 3rr.tnCCtrlcnll with the/tt/unlry 
JOllrlla/'s pres.1 10 publish an elghl -volume Amy 
Ground 1'0/'CCll Gelting G=nfield ;u Chicf 
Hisloo:Ll1 Sttmcd 10 n:quirc pIILting the Ground 
fom:s volumes imo Ihc official hi s[ory. 

L>urilll: the Ihree daY5 pltted;ng [he Advi$Or)' 
Committee meeling, Colonel Oark rcwlUle thc plan 
fonhcofrldal hiSlOl)' in a manner which gave III mudl 
bm.a<k:r covcl1Il:e and I gOo1l ohbou[ I 2S volumes. In 

the plan, Clarl< was aIded by 
lions from Or. Wrighl an,j Colonels Taylor and [)Qu. 

gl:l5. When lhe AdYiSOl)' Comminec melon 24 0<:10-
ber il pl;m. Wilhin a fonnighl allot 
the major command and tcchnieal .<;ervicc historical 

had added their enlhusiaslic endonemcms. 1l1e 
Dcpar\l11elll PrintinJ: Boord gave ilS apprO\'al on 

13 November. and in doln, so rtemlmended lhalthe 
publicalion of lhe official hislory be fin3J1CCd by.n 
initial ··no year" approprialion large enough IU oover 
the " 'hole CUSI of prinllng. Dy 24 November this p1ilfl 
for 1'he IliSiOfy of lhe AITIlY in WOI1d War II"' had 
3oo;sumed its final form, bul il was 1101 sent through 
channo:ls 10 the Chief of Staff lind Secretary of War for 
forTT13l app!VVal until 

In Lhe plan formally subrnillCd on 18 lkc.:mllcr 
1945. Gcncr.d [Edwin F. J Hanlin, wimalCd thallhe 
full stiles wuuld conlain about 120 volumes. although 
only 101 or them wen: in . n accomplUlying 
list. 1l1e objcelive of!he scries was IOpn:8efII 10 
lhe Amy and 10 lbe American people acompn:hcnsivc 
accoum of the oper.uions of lhe 
War Dep3rtmall and lhe Army duritlJ Wood War II. 
The Imaory Wa'J 10 be NsiclUy I n::fcrencc " 'Oft and 
1101 a popu13r summariUlion. II was 1101 the .im 10 
make it a final and I1efinitivc hislory . but Ill,her a 
"broad 3I1d rlClUal foundation for funhcr specialized 
research JndSludy ."" Since !.he sheer bulkorthe records 



involved mJde it impossible \0 publish lhtm in;J. scm 
similar \0 the Ciyil War Off/c/al Rtrords, Ihe decision 
fQ1' such a delailed hililory had been made esl"Xiall y oW 

tIUI the Anny',schooIsto\lJd usc the finished product., 
as b;tsie IeJCIS for study, The plan Q)Illemp1ate:d thaI the 
Hi51nrica l Division wO\lJd prc~ n;: Ihe volumes on lhe 
War Pcparunenl's gcnel';lJ diI'CClionofthe Anny's .... ar 
effon and lhoK ~;uinll overseas optr.ltion.~, 1'lle 
major commands and technical scrvico;s were 10 pre, 
~ theiro .... n volumes. 'The plan calli.:d for !he usc: of 
professional civili3t1 hismans 10 wrile the hl$lory, 
'They would eilher be em ploy<:d as full-li me workers in 
governmclll service or obtained by Q)Illr.lCI 10 pn:pan.: 
volumeson subjects aboul ",hieh they were especially 
well qualified 10 write:. The HiSlorical Division Iq)cd 
such tonlraCll could be paid for [rum tho: guual1lcW 
appropriation thaI il planred to n'QIICst. All volumes 
were 10 be published hy the Government Prinlinl: 
Office, at Q1'I eSlimated ~I of $1.000 pet volume for 
5,000 copics. and "''tIC III be as nc:3rly uniform '" 
po5SIhle in site, binding, and format. The: plan admil­
led th31 "somc of tho: work. will lake years tO complele," 
buIll did notlJy 10 eslimale how m311y. 

After l...-u minor revisions 10 satisfy oojco:.:lions 
",ised by Ihe Operallons 300 IntcUigeT!Ce DiviSiulls, 
the proposal n:Khed lhe Sccn:wy of War and wn 
appmved by him on 7 February 1946. An Anny 
circular published five days laler described lhe plan 
and iI.~igncd rcsponslbllily 10 lhe lIisloocal Division 
and loothc:r Anny agcncles fonhe putS Ihallhey wen: 
to play in producing lhe volumes. Gcner:ll Harding 
informed Dr. [J:uncs Phlnney] 6;uln Ihal the p1311 
" 'hith the Ad~iS(lry Commiuc:e h:id approved IL3d ,",'01' 
the )lIppM Of lhe SecfClary of War md Chief of Sl~tt. 
clearing the way "for the preparation of a delailed ~nd 
tonIprehMs.ivc hislOf)' $ueh U the Anny has nevcr 
beforc 3nCml'lc<J." In a pcrsooallclter wrlllCo aboul 
the same lime, Colonel Qalt. explained \/ihy nearly 
lwo-thirds of the volumes were 10 deal with lhe mllojor 
commmds ar.d technIcal SCIY;~c,. lhc..'\C, he said . were 
works "whith ~ respectivc CO$ tI'o::reo fwould have 
publishc<.l an)'WJy whether "'·c liked il or nul." "Thi~ 
WJY," he atkIcd, "we haye {;QI1!ToI of them alkl (311 
re~!ew and edil lhem carefully 10 insure a high SIan­
dard." 

Included in the plan lnubmiued was a n-commcn· 
d31ion Ihal the Hi~lorie~1 Di~lslon be aUlhorized 10 
initi~le action loeslablish a runtlnuing rund 10 fi= 
pi'Cpar:ition and publlcalion ofthe official history. The 
War Dcp:lI1mcnt 's budgel aUlhorities. in 'OInmcntmg 
on lhe plan as ;1 passed Ihrough tI'o:: <.1Iicf of Slaffs 
office, SlalCl,\ WI tI'o:: eslabl ishment of soch a conlinu· 
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ins: fund wwld requin:: a special ;,ct of Congreu and 
Ihal il had been the long'~landinl: policy of Congress 10 
oppose su,h approprlallons elccpl for large conSlruc­
lion prujects. It wOlJld lherefore in;Lil pmbabiliCy be 
ncccsRry 10 procure lhe funds requi red through appro­
priations on a year 10 year basi,. 'll1is verdict ma(.le il 
v~ry unlJkcly thaI the Il istorical DiyiSion could (XIII­

tt'~CI wuh OIJlJ;idc scholars for vcry much of tI", ~rt., 
if indeed il could conlracl for 311y of il. 

NUl evcT)UIe eilher ",ilhin or outside of the Anny 
.... as happy over the ded lion 10 uncle II a ke u JIde r official 
auspiCc.1 a maS/iivc narrative hl~IOryOfthe Anny's p,m 
in the war. In o.:..:cmber 1945 the dUd of the War 
College ll i510rieal Section. COlonel IO;m:occ <:'1 
ncnson. minced '10 words in wriling 10 hi~ new Icchnl. 
~al supelVisor. GcnerJlllaroillJ- He voiC%d his 0ppo­
sition 10 tI'o:: offici~ hi$lory proposal and expressed his 
lilrnng preference rOt collccting alkl publishing the 
souree m~lerillis in orocr 10 make lhtm available 10 
hiSUlrians ,e,v.:rally, The followin!: Apnl Douglas S. 
Fn:cm311, 11v.: dc311 of America n mililary Iti~tnrians. 
wrote c<JiIOrial~ md ~ kuerlO Ihe Secn::laryofWar tIUI 
"'-CTC even more ad.1manl in their opposition. He held 
Ihal "'10 ~dequalc unreslricted hislOI)' of America's 
p':IMil;ipation in lhe Sccucod World War can be wrillen 
durin\: Ihc lifetime or the principal luders in thai 
~11'\I1:~1c:' and Ihal ''fIislorians willllOl be J:r.lldul for 
our allempc 10 write an omelal hiSlOT)' before: we 
pulllish the b.1sic documentS." A oonc:ilialury rcply 
drafted by tile Chief ll isloril!H:lecl, Dr. Grccnfidd. 
docs no! seem 10 have chanJ:c"ti Frttman 's mind. 

Exccpt fur the 3JlPOinlmelll or Gc:ncral Hartling is 

()jrcClnr (O,ief 3ftc:t June 1946). lhe IleW Hislorical 
Dlvi.lion changed very linle ill Ofl:anil~II()O or siu in 
lhe first few months after ilS cstablisltmenl. Physic.1lly 
il rcmainc-d in \he same fifth noor localion ill the 
f>CIllagolilhal il hadoccu picd a.~ lhe Historical Br~T!Ch. 
10 November 1945 CoIoov.:l Ci:m:, in consultalion with 
his senior eoI.leagucs, dr.o.ftc:d :ut organil.alional dlrcc· 
live forlhedivision. which would be i~sued, with IWO 
signifle3111 dunces, :J.S an Anny Slaff circular on 1 
hnuary 1946, It provided for aonrpniution under the 
Dill!l1or rofISi~!inC of I'i~c clementI; ( I) an Ad~isory 
COInmitlcc aj'lflOilllcd by thc Secrelary of War lind 
repn:sl:mlOg the profc!lSilJlUl hiSloric.al 5Chnlarst!ip of 
lhe nalion, ",ilh tlv.: dUlY of advising the Secrelary. the 
Din:clor. and lhe Chief ll islorianon all mallers relating 
10 Arm~ hlstorie~l :actIvities; (2) I ciyili.tn C1IiefHiSlo­
rian to be the principal full-lime historicaJ adv Iser 10 
11v.: mi1i13T)' pjreclOr. and who "'O\lld be primarily 
n:.s.ponsible for SIIpcrvisillg the production and quality 
of lhe divl~ion 's historiCal ",'Oft. md for eslablishing 



and mainUininl: profeuion.tl n:I'lIioll.!lips (Colonel 
Oart in llis November drafl had proposed !hal \he 
Chief IlilLOrian be appoinled by the Secretary of War. 
on the OIdvicc Of \he Advisury Conlmhlee. bill this 
provision was dropped); (3) I Planoing Br2l'lCh. IU 
handle plannini: and lO~upervbe olher Army hislorical 
orpnizaliolls (bul not 10 conlrol !hem, as Clart's 
November dran II3d propno;ed), .. ilh I Records An.1ly­
sis section 10 be responsible for Kcuring. hJndling, 
and ilJl.tl )'ling documentary m lie ri.tl 5, i ncl 001 ng eslab­
H!Junenl "of S1311dMd:s for lhe n:lemion and poQCCSS ing 
of War Dcpanmenl and Army reconls of value in the 
prepara'iM ofmililary histories'~ (4) Ilkscarch and 
W riling BfWlCh 10 pn:pare historK3.l studics ''no! wi!hi n 
lhe prov~OJf Qlher ... Armyorgani~tio"s"; 100($) ~n 
Edilorial Branch 10 establish $Iandards for and n:vicw 
Army historical manu.scripu and public.lions, and 10 
edll and pn:p;ln,; for puhlicauon wQfU 10 be I'"Jhlishc:d 
by the divi~iun. In IWOJ areas !he IICW or8~nil.:l~on was 
assigned I'CSponsihl1ilies tIllI encroached upon fune­
tiuns normally exercised by the AdJulml G.:tlCral: 
supervisiQll of lhe process of n;!enl ion and prol;c~~inl: 
of Army rcoordIi 10 be used in milil~ry hiSIQry. and 
editing OJf Army puhlicaoon, fur prinling. In both of 
these an:1\S lhere 'N{)Uld be problems In resolve in Ihe 
years allCld. 

[n the ncw 0lJI3nization Colonel Oart beamc ihc 
Ikpuly Direclor 800 Colonel [John M I Kemper, who 
had R:lurncd in Novcmber 1945, lhe Dtief of the 
J>laruunl: Branch. General Harding, .. hIlsc residual 
duties with the JoInl Clud s of Slaff occupied mu~h of 
his time, len !he rou~ne admlluWaliQll oflhc dlvisit:Ol 
vtry lar;cly IOJ Oart. Kemper. and Chief IIiStOrim 
Uvy Wri ght. It was ~hey who foughl orf b JlfllI'IO!I~1 in 
bnuary 1~6 loannex !he Amry Library 10 the IllslOJri­
cal Division. The)' were IeuSllocenful in fending off 
lhe amalgamatiQll of lhe W af Collc~c Hisl()f\eal Sec­
liQll and the divisiQll, when the fornrerhad to Iioo a I1C W 

home following IhedrXision IOcslablish a n:lIion;d war 
college al Fort MtNair. On p;tpe r this consolicblion 
occurrcdon I May 19-16. allhough Ihepmsiblecnrb;tr­
f3»men15of physical inte,r:ttion were JlO'Iponcd unlll 
IhI: rollOJwing year. 

AI lhe beginning uf Fcbru~ry 1946 Ihe slrenglh of 
lite Historical DIvision wJi Iwenty_nine uffia:~ and 
forty civlli lR!l. hut a prupugal for 3 much lart:cr Maff 
(!hi n y-r 0\1 roffice rs and L~ ghl y' th tee ClVr I i,u.s) I 0 hand lc 
the big 1lI~lory proje(:1 W&5 in !he mill. Thill enJarge­
ment W3S m:tde all !he more IlIXCSAry by Iwodevdop­
menlS: I he disi mcg r31 ion 0 f ovc f'Se3S hi~10riC31 O!'llani­
utionsduring !herapKI pOiSlw3rdemobililJltion, which 
mM il imJ'lCl&Sibie for Ihcm 10 prep;ln! VQlumc~ for !he 

Wmld War II ttistory as originally COOlcmplilled, ;uld 
lhe diSCCII~ng p<OSpc<:t ror COI1\f31C1ing with OUtside 
scho13~ \U prepare ,·olumes. 

During a momh-s visn lothe F.uropcan Thcalcr in 
December, CoIOIlC1 Oart tOO confirmed a growing 
lI:ali • .alion in WaShington "that no hi~lorical prucram 
OO\·cring upcr:llions during the Wat could be accom­
plisl'cd [ovcrw..s)unde:nheeonfuscdcmditionscausctl 
by lhe rcdeplQ)'mcHI schedule." II wwld lherefon.: be 
IlI:<:CSSiry, If al all possihle, 10 persuade !he belli uf ~Ie 
ovnscas histori2ll$ 10 relurn 10 Wuhingtno 10 00 the 
work. The ablest oftl'.: Army's professional hiStoriiUlS 
in Europe: was Dr. Hugh M. Cole, then the docpuly 
theater historian. CQic cxptt:ssed willlng:ncss to con­
sider civilian emplQ)'mCfl! WIth the HislOlicaJ Division 
only when hi: learned Ihal Dr. Wrighl was lc~ving and 
'NQUld probably be 5Ucceeded by Dr. Greenfield, whom 
Cole admin:d. CoIe'~ app.mnl willingness prumisc:d 
(0 win over sc_er:tl of his mOre able eollcaGue~. if 
satlsfacu,lr)' salaries could be offcnx! lothem. A ncrhls 
return 10 Washington, and somewhat LO his $urpnse. 
Colonel Clark rn~naged 10 persuade the Civil Service 
Commi~sion 10 appmve ~aries high enough loanrac~ 
lop-notch poople, salann subs!2lmi~Uy hither tIwr 
Amcnta 's COlleges and uruversities wcn: tho:n paying 
SChoian; of compaf3bJc abilily and CJlpcricoce_ TOJ 
complcte!he Army's best hiSlOrieal work !hen under 
way In the Pacific. on the bailie for Okinawa, lhe learn 
of [lve men in uniform lhen wOtking 110 il in Hawaii 
" 'ere brouGhl III Washinl:lOfI :IIld m<)de: a temporary 
pan OJf!he Hislorical Division '~ suff. Bc<:ltu~ only 
one oflhem would remain as a civillm hislorian and he 
for only a .shoot .. 'hllc, wrile.s fot the: Q(her Pacific 
volumes had to be recruited from O\Ilside: this highl~ 
quail lied group. 

In recNitinl: competenl people, the cnliSlmem of 
Dr. Greenficld as !he fUlun: OIier Historian w;as !If 
alrnrn;t e!lua! imponancc 10 an anractivc salary !\Chcd­
ule. Greenficld ... ·U ... ~dely known and Iu,hly regarOed 
in academic circles. FOJnunalcJy forlhe Anny, a feud 
wilh the presidcm of Johns llopklru: mJde him relue-
13m 10 relurn there and resume lhe chairm:mshipOJf its 
history dcp;lrunCfll_ !lUI lie W3$ aJw ,dUCllU1l III 

commit hlm!!'!lf 10 pe:ICclimc governmenl service un· 
less he could be assured Ihal lhe ... ·orl< he would 
~upervl~ \lIQUId be ",~Il supponed and condIIcted in 
acoord= w,lh lhe principles of SllUnd hlsloncal 
scholarship, AS I pnclicaJ m;utc r, il was aloo TlCcc.'I­

sarylO n:soIvc the i~iSle/lCy bel"'CCllIhe:lppf\JVed 
World War 11 h;~lOry plan th31 conlemplated publi.<h­
lng all I)IC volumn ~rrough the Guvernmcnt Priming 
Office:and the Army Ground RIn::es' I rTIIllgCIIICII\ 10 



Admirul Nimitz Museum Sets Paci fi c Wllr Sy mposium 

llII: Admiral Nimiu; Museum and I Iiswlic:JJ Cemc(, f rcdcrlclr.sbu", Ten~, win hold ~ n::u'Q!;pcctivc 
symposium on the lheme ''The Die 15 C;I$l".the FinJJ Campli&ns of lhe J>aclfic W~r. 1944-45." llII: 
symposium, 10 he held 8·9 October 1995, WLII bnng lll8elher kadin& aulhon and mSlorims to review IhI'! 
evtnl.:l of Saipan, Tl nian, Guam. lhe 8alllc of Leyle Gulr. lhe '" Marianas Tun.cy ShlxJl:' Iwo lima, and 
Okin~w3. wilh velC11lIIS who .... ere (here, For funhe r informalion COfllacl lhe Allm iraJ Nimit7, MU$Cum and 
Hi~lorit3! Cemer, Frelkrkksbu!"&. Tcns 1&624 or call (2\0) <)91-4319. FAX (210) 997-8092. 

have il$ volume pubiishOO by IhI'! In/alltry Jou'"al's 
press. 

In mid ' I'tbruary 1946 aftcr OOIlf~n;ne<;;S belwcen 
Hanling. Cla(k, Greenfield, and Ihe edilocuf the Infan­
Iry Jou'nal. !he: edilor agreed 10 i:UVcmmcnt publlca­
lion of the Ground 1'clIus' volumCll. T"v ",«ts laler 
lhe first volume, Gn:cnfield'~ (W;n work on Ihe: hi!lllll)l 
ofGcncralllc<Kkjuaners. wa.~ delivered 10 Ihe IIisluri­
c~1 Division for preparanon IOrlhe press. A eonfcfCllCe 
allhe end of f ebruary also reached prelimillary oagn:c­
men! on I11OrI: or less urufonn th:IDCleristiQ for all 
series W)/umes, Slill. Greenfield did no! commil him­
!OI'!lf urltil aner lWO more significant meClin&s lhe fol -
10"'inC month. The tim, on 13 M~rch, was 3 session of 
the Advisory Comminee. al .... hich its membe'" ,-",re 
bridcd on the developmeni of the ofncial hi ~lory 

prog~ since Ill(: bSI mcclinl: five montlll; befom. 
I'n:sumably !heyex~ JpptU'l~1 of lhe selccljonof 
Dr. Grcenficld~s Dr. Wright's SUCCC$Q1", Thesecood, 
1 .... 0 day~ laler. was 3 fony.mi"ul~ in(CNitW between 
Dr, Grccnfield anll Gene",1 I D .... ight D, I Eisenhower. 
l1le OIie( of S13ff nprc:ssed kectl ;olere.\.! in lbe 
offICial hislOI'y pruFCl promiJed Ib.n lhose ""ondng on 
II would Il(: given access u I'ItCC5.Uty 10 Army n:rords. 
and agreed to allow Colonels Clark anll Kempcr 10 
remain with Ihe project until ;1 .... as on a Ii lID footlng. 
A month lalCr, with some diffIculty. the IIhlOrical 
Divis ion obuincd Seetclary of War ROben P. 
hucrson ' s signature III a Icue r IU Dr. Greenft,eld (Mill 
in uni fuon as a lieulenant colonel) assuring him ~up­
pon frum the 5eCret~riat for lite Worlll War 11 hi~lory 
projeC( lnd e xp~ing apprecialion for Greenfield's 
.... illirlgnen 10 leave urtiversily life ;mil devOie himself 

TIle Eisenho .... er interview COflvina:d Greenfield 
and his prospective senior collea~ucs of the Hi~torical 
Di vision thaI the au~piCCi for official history ""Ork 
"~re good. llII:y wen:: ~5SUrcd that as government 
hiSlOriItlS worklog on Ill(: history !hey would have 
IICCCS5 IO aU n:kY:lru AlIDy rcwnls, indLvidual auillor-
5hipcredil, and !he fn:o.::OOm "10 ealilhe shols as tho.:y 

saw them," TllCSC USU t1lr>Ol'S Wtre aU the more TIC!:U' 

ury bc:<:~usc RIlLOlljllC!ldcmic hislonlM in the United 
Slalcs. mil ilary history after World War I had become 
a neGlecled and d.isp;lrJgcd field, and among them anll 
the Amcric;m publiC genet:llly official publicaliUt1S 
bad I1Cver acquired a repulJlion forsebQIaily objco;:tiv­
ity. Irthe Yolumes of lhe official hi~tory oflhe AlIDy 
io Wolld War 11 .... cn: 10 be acccpted 31K1 used Ixlth 
within und oulside IIIe service, they would have 10 be Illi 
good and ltuSiworlhy Ili Ihtir authof!; could ~""\'ibly 
make lhem. 

The day af\l.'( lhe WJI ~nmCllI publicly art· 
nounced lhe appoinlmcnl of Dr. G n:o.::nlield as Chid 
Hislorian, Colonel CI~r1o; learned 1I1~1 G~ncraJllarding 
felt he mUSI soon reLire, bel;au$C in Lhc pu'iLwar reduc­
tion oftcmpor:iry gradc:s he ~ to reven (0 the Regular 
Anny rank of ooIoncl. Within a week Oan. and 
Grttnrtcld h:ld lined up ~bj Ccn. tl31T)1 J . Malon y IllI 
H~rding's successor. Mulony look over as Olier or 
Mi1iwry Hislory on 12 July 1946, .boul three weeks 
before Greenfield hImself reponed for dUly. The TlCW 
Olicr, described as ~ "lIllut:ll ~ for lhe job by one of his 
IOOlOI kl1O"'lctl.l,'cable rnilil.3ry oollca&ucs. hatl been a 
Deputy Oticfuf Siafral Ge~ral Hcadquancrs before 
Pe:Jrl HarW.- anti arlCrwaril~ lhe leader of the 94th 
Divhioll in 1"'lOing :Ir1<t b~ll1c. Shortly before he 
became Chid, he n::vened 10 ttl: rank of brig3!lier 
general, which was lhe ,ralle fonnJJly al lotted 10 the 
Chiefs posilion crrC«(ivc I July 1946. Malooy·s rank 
of major geTlCral was ..:slorcll in 1948 and he and hi, 
~u~"(c~sors during tile Ocl'atlc following all held Ihal 
rJnk, II ~(.'p bighcnhan Ihe pusilion aCluall y required . 
Ov.rinll Malony'S tOUr, Olief and Chief Hi510nan 
IO\,IfkaJ ~lo5cly wgClhef. Orco.::nfK:IIl canied the mapr 
InpottSlbilily fonnolding the World War II Sl:rks inlO 
~hape and MJJony excrcised aggressj~e IcBdcrship in 
Ulhcr maners, particularly in direl:tin& Lhe division's 
brwdcnillg nlnce of historical ICtivitic.i:. 

lhc exchange of miliury and civilian chiefs in Ihc: 
summer of 19-$6 "';\$ bull pan of1hc latter lutnU\'crin 
lhe diYi~ion slaIT. 1'h3nks [0 General Eisenhower' s 



Intervention. ColonelS Oark and Kemper were at· 
lo"oed \0 complete their normaL tours. bul Colonel 
Taylor. M~jor !Roy) Lamson. aoo several (l(her of­
ficer-historians decided to n:!um to !exhiog. and ill1 

en~rel y new ~tarr for thc: Editorial Branc h had to be 
foond. With.s<.>mc .eh.C!alJCc. Dr. WlnnJeker agreed to 
suspend WUf\ on his hiStory of S«rcl;UY Stim!lOO's 
xtivitieuoo take ICmpoolry charge of editin;. Under 
him newly n:<;ruitcd scnloreditors Il'II:luding historians 
Dr. Sl.ctson Coon from Amhem College and Dr. Albert 
K. Weinberg from the United NlliOll.5' relief OIl,taniu­
lion. Fonunately, the largCSl writin(: sc:ctinM. tIM: 
EIl ropcan url(ler Dr. Hugh Cole arllllhe Pacific under 
Dr, Louis Morton, acquired not only stlUllJ: leadership 
but also a con:: of aulhoni who, Iii«' their chiefs, ~ 
served oversc;!S during ~ "''lIr. Nc ..... people h3d \0 be 
fwnd fnr Meditcmu\C:II1 rove r:lge and for many :!d­
mlni1tr:ltivC and logisticat topi~. Gell ing them In the 
sum=r of L9-16 Will 11(1( easy in competitlon with 
colleges and uni vcrsiti~ emerging from their wlutimc 
doldrums . Both newly n::cruiled hi~toriJns and (/l<)S(: 

already abo;ard met wilh Chief ofSta(f Eiscnho~r for 
hlLl f ;an hour on 30 July to receive his greetings and 
lWUr.IIla of e nthusiastic ~~. 

A mOll! im portant ingredient In the sucecs.s of (/IC­

Army's Historical Divi ~ion WliS whal Dr. Pe Bdlcton 
Herring talled the·'IlonesI tooper.ltlon bet""ttn lwo 
professional groups, the profCS5ion:1i officers of the 
Army and the prufessiOllal hislorian5 of lhe nalion. 
eJch rccogniting and respect inG lhe need!; and in!ere~{~ 
o{the AITIlY " Dr. GrccnrlC- ld dcs(;rihcd il m1ll'e SImply 
as "", l13ppy m;uriaJ,oe of lhe milil;UY and historital 
prufessiOOll." 1llerc were, o f course. occasional in­
~tances of mi!rumlcrslanding and friClion, hut locy 
were geroenlly O\'Crsh:Wo~ by. spirit ofharmooy. 
Tn pan !his hirmony rdlmc<:lthe Qre taken in ~Lt:ct· 

,ngofficers andciviliO\l1S forthe Hislorical Di vision. II 

also no,,-cd, as ColoneL Oatil; cmphllSi1.cd. from the 
adm i n is.! ral ion or the d i v isi on's work as a "consul (;lti vc 
t.1pClalion,'· no major sttp being taken withoul careful 
pn:liminary diKussion and suh$t:llllilLl agreement 
among m i1ilary and civili~u leaders. 

l1JC Hisiockal Advisory Commiuec provided an· 
(l(her pillar of ~tmlt:lh IS the Army'S World War T1 
JCrie~ {on/; shape:. especial I y after it " '1lI elll ~ rgcd j II 1k 
winter of 1946-47. Planned since the spring of 1946. 
Ihls exp:lI1siOlI retained lhe foor original "ou~~idc" 
memben: chosen in 1943. Ind added seven civilian 
hi$lOri3ll$ appolnled by the 5ecrellry of War 10 in. 
cn:~sc 100al membership to dc, 'en. Dr. Ilaxler cootin­
ued ;IS chaimHlI1, and all civilian appointments were fOf 
an indefinile term. four of the newcomers were 
alumni: Dr. Wn ght. CoIoocl Taylor, :II1d thc cx-dtiefs 
of (/It overseas European and Mcdilerntnean thcller 
hi~torical of1\ces. Two were profe~sors al the Uni~er­
~i'ics of OtIeago and California. adtlcd to give the 
commince nllion-wide gcogr.lpllical n:prcSCIIUtlon. 
l1JC .o;evcmh W;lll DouClls Fn:em:ll1. who agreed \0 

scrve but nevcr n;ally became a convert to the World 
War T1 program. Befon.: the exp:tnsion, lhc n.:mnant of 
the original commiucc held an :1il ·day mcctin& on 7 
November 19-16dcvoted to reportson lhedevdopmcnl 
of lhe World War" series: and in April 1941 the 
cnlDrged commlUcc. duri ng a IwD-day meeting. heard 
addresses from both Oricf of Slliff Eisenhowct and 
Secrelary of War Pallc~ ancsllng to their imerest in 
Ihe h;~loric:1i proJ:I'''''' . After 1946 individual mem o 
be.s kepi In touch betwccn meetillgs by n:ccivi"ll 
copics Of the oucr lIi~orian 's progress f'I1XlI1S. From 
I;~ 10 lime they helped in !he review of volumes 
nearing readiness for publicalion. Natul'Jlly . the dis · 
linl:uishcd members of the c~JWlC1ed commince lave 
the WOfld War II program 3 Strung tle\lolth thehistori­
caL profession across lhe !\Jlion.- To be COIIlinuN. 

Book Reviews 

Book Revi~w 

by CQle C. Kint5ttd 

ThundulxJ/l: (jenulli Cnfgh tofl Ab'f/ml lind Ihe 
Army oll li! Times 
by Lewis Sur ley 
Simon & Mhuster. "2' pp., $25.00 

Few office~ have made ~uch a dr;unalic impaCt on 
the ,\Imy IS did Crclghton Abr.tnt$. In wh~t surely is 

toc definitive biolll"3phy of this rematil;able iIOIdier. 
l'hunderwll follows Abrams' ca~r rrom his ,rlIdua­
lion frum West Poim{U.S. MiliUtry ACademy, (936)\O 
his untimely death ill 1914. while serving as Army 
Chicf of Slarr. fn lhe interim. Abrltm$' CJreer refiC(tcd 
the 1l'J'lSfonnHtioo of the AIlI' Y from the Inlerwar force 
0{ the 19J(ls 10 the creation of the modem force Wt 
J:II~r triumphed superbly in lhe Gulf War. Whether 
Icadin; the advance column tl\.al relieved (/K': besic&ed 
garrbon ofBa~tognc or ~upc ..... isillg the AnllY fOICcl al 
tho: lime of the ci vil rithlS dcmOOlltrlllioru; dUMg 
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President John F. Kennedy's admini5lntion, Ahnms 
demonsmlled • no-nonscnse approach 10 mi5Sion ac· 
complishment and to thc w~lf= of the lndl~ldual 
wldicr. 

Usilli a plcthoraof primuy andsccondarysourccs. 
SorIcy follows Abnmslhrough lIme.....us andooont· 
less domeSlic e rif;CS. Since !he author ~lies so heavily 
on l.hc n:collectlons. anccdo!cs. and per.oonal ~mlnl~. 
CCrlCCS IIf ~ nllmber of Ahrams' proteges, this biogra. 
phy is so laudalQry th.:uone WQIIdcrs irthc twd-dnving 
a;m bat rumrn ltlder had any person;J.i qu i ru or foi hies.. 
Tht: ruder "ill CCl'\.linly AlII find any in this hook, 
wtUch borders on idolatry . 

Abr;uns achieved legendary ~talUS in World W~r II 
as l'Ofllmltlder of the 37th Tallk Battalion. one oftlmx 
t;ml; b.:mallons In the 4th Annured Division. Regin· 
nillion II July 1944(~35)inEurope, Ahr:alll$pbyW 
I critical role in the Normandy breakOUI and the subse· 
quent r.lCC.:K1OSS Frana::. Calegorized lIy the aUlhor 35 
"an enlisled m:\fl', orriecf," Abrams also eamed Iht: 
n:SpeCl of his superiors for his l.:Ktical.:Kumen. Culmi· 
n:LIing in the relief of RaSll1l:ne in December 1944. 
SmiU ... ·ondcr llut Gc:orL't: Patton oonsidcn::d A~~ 
the OCSI lank commander in the Anny. 

WhcthetorllOl Abrams wa$the mO!\t famQl,s.small 
unit leader of the w3r, a~ Surley aUeSl!l, Ahrnms' 
rontcmpomies obviously agn:ed with Pallon 'sasSCSS' 
menl. When uked " 'hy the 4th Armored Divisiun had 
I mueh g~ater n:pullliun lIwl :\fly ott.!r InnOl'Cd 
division in the lI,uler,one oomma,lder'5 unequiVOCal 
:mswer W3S, ·'Abr.lms. Abrams when he gOl into 
combat knew everything that " 'as go~ on .... ll e wu 
ahlc 10 CQrnmlLTld and mO\'e his outfit and alw.ys 
dcfClllll:d the: enemy in front OJf him. II was juS! that 
simple." 

Wh:!t m»:es TJ""u/uboir such ime"""in,, n:;od. 
ing, howev~r. ;$ S0I1ey'~ analysis OJf Abr.tm~' eonlri· 
bution to thc: Army durin" the period bel .... een World 
War II and !he Vktnam oonniCl. NO! TeStin8 on his 
combat la\l~Is, Abr-ams provided yeoman sclVicc;as 
head of thc: ]):~nmenl ofTactits :tuhe AnnOI' Sthool 
al Fort K/IO~, Kentucky, ~Jld u comm.mdcrof th.: 2d 
Annon.xI Cavalry Regiment in occupied Gcnnany. 
Following hbmcmor, RruceOarke. tn Kore~ in 1953. 
Abr:tms arrived 100 late 10 panic;ip.:uc in ""y CQrnhaL. 
AbrllmSlCrvcdas Oarkc's\·tUefQf surfal r Corps and 
later at X COtp5 (Gl'OUp). Subsequent tOUr.; ~t Fon 
Krou;( and llle Pcnt31:<JIl onlyenh:tt>Ced Abrams repu1,. 
tion, and hi: quickly n;l-civcd command of the 3d 
AnnOf1:d Division (1959·60) and. V COtp5 in Q:nn:\fly 
(196)·64). 

4.1 

"Then:lmLti~ of Abtams' Vietn~ npericncc;n1 
his subsequent tour as chief of Sl3ff alone makes 
Sorl~y '. Th~tukrboll mandatory n:ading for military 
officcf$. Vicln3m dominated Abramf dfoMS from 
mid·I964, when he served u yice ellief ofsuff, ulllil 
1972 when he relurned 10 thl: United StalC5 ;as chief of 
staff. Indoed, the author dcvUlts ne:uly hJlf this 
bio"rnpl,y to the Vietnam e xpericnce. Succeeding 
General Willi;un Wutmo~land ascommandc: I, Mili· 
tary Assisu,u Command, Vietnam. Abrams inhcr· 
iled a nearly impouible ~ilUation. Quickly ~5toring 
on.Icr after the: disastmus TCI offensive, Abramsimple­
menled the: ViCLIWIl11.atiO!l stratcgy "nd p~sided over 
the J;r.KluaJ wilhdrawal of Amcri~a" forces fmm lhe 
wnflict. 11 w.lS a thankless jub, but one at which he 
cultomMily excelled, SorIey wisely kaves to the 
reidcr the larger quc~tion of h-ow effective tho: 
Vietnami1.l1ion Slrall:t:Y w.:as. 

After succeedin, Westmon:land, lhis time as chid 
of n.arr, Abrams made pe maps his grealcst wntribu· 
tiun by ~uing lhe Anny on il!l way baek 10 1'CSptttabil· 
it y. 1m per.>li vc i n thu tca,II\Slruction was feStor.t\ioo of 
!.he tlUit and confidence ofthr; American pI:oplc in the 
offlcer corps and the Anny aSJ whole, Detennined thai 
thl: n,lion ... ·OIL ld "",v~ragJin commit tlie Amlyto3 w3T 
wil hool the full sUppl.l" of the Ameri CIUl pcuple, Abrams 
~ame the \cadi", proponent of the TUl31 Anny 
cooccpt lhlLt incorporated thecan:ful integration ofthr; 
:lCtjve Anny, the Anny National Guard, MId Anny 
Reserve units. 1lle Anny of the I '.I'.lOs i~ I pmduCI of 
Ahr.un~' fOn:si&hl. 

In shun. this work. iJ a m~jor contribution to 
mllilal)' hiStOriol:rnphy. For those officers inte~Slcd 
in 1eantin, u.: profcs.<ion of anns and !he an of 
command, hI:~ is J biogr.aphy of one of thr; Anny'S 
genuine hc f\lCS 

Col. Cole C. KilltrJud is all in/alIT? o/fictrandhis/O­
riOll. Hl CIIF'VIII/y is Q fn,_nr <USQ(ialt prof~ 
III rh~ DqI<lfffMlII o{HulOry, V .S. Mill/a? Acodenoy. 
W.ur I'mllr. NroJ!' rQl'~. 

Uook R~ " i~w 

by Ttd Kallard 

U.S. V,.i/orms oflht /(oru,. \VII'r 
hy SI1t'l lIy S13nton 
St"ckpol t Uook~. 243 pp" $2\1.115 

Arter World Wa r II lhe U.S. Anny dc:mobiJiud 
rapidly. Anny cl~hinl: stocks "'-ell: depletoo until. al 



!he outbreak of the Korean Wu, supphes wen: c~­
tr~mely short. Aner the North Knrean invilSion ofthc 
sooth in June 1950, Ihcre followed a thn:c-)'ur"puIice 
iCtion" in which American soldiers served in iIIl tnvi­
mnmcm made hosLilc rlOl onty by the war Ilut aliiO by 
the we.nhc:r. Allhough the Ann)' ha.d been designing 
and Wopinl speci,lQ.ed clolhin, in the po$l ·World 
War II ye3l'S, during thecarly stagd nfmohilLution for 
Knrea most American troops ~m there ""(Ie still 
unifOl"Tllcd in World War II -era clothing. Hl,lwncr. 
this gam WilS IlOI suited for the JalCrally long and roId 
winters and 1lIlI, humid summcnonfthe Korean penin­
sula. Acra!.h progr.tlll was begun, therefore, 10 tle vclop 
clothing and equipmclIl bener sulled tn the Kl,lrean 
clim:lle. 

U.5. Army Uflijormso{lhe K~tfJlI War, the third 
hook in Shelby Stanton's uniform rercre~e so;ries, 
more than adequately fills the ga]llS bet ween tili prcvi­
ousIy published volumCi on Wond War II and Viet­
n;un. SoIdicr.s' uniforms an: ""(U docu~nll:t1 by 
phoIogr.Jphs anti tc~t, from World War Il -vint.\:e 
clothin; tu the &:.sign aoo distribution uf auio: specifi . 
cally t.1rgcted fOf Korea. ValiouSlYPC:s uf SUJ1l111Craoo 
",inter duty uniforms for men and women an; lIIus­
trolled and diso.:us:so::d. The volume ruso includes infor· 
mation 011 uni fonns worn by aviator.s, military pol iI;;(:, 
medics.1IrId other specialized pel'5OllnCl. Bod)' armot 
is also included, from ~nak jact.el$H 10 !he "anna.diIJo 
suil," used for minco(:lcaring operations. 

Cunsiderable infonnalion is preso;nted on both 
issue and cummercial headgear and Winter rlCld cloth-
111&. from parhs. nverm.1ts, and Iwe~t~n to under-
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",eM, s/lOe~. boots. and socks. A multitude uf photo­
crapbs depiCt the wear of unil aoo r.mk insicnia on 
uniforms and individu~l equipment. aJlhoui:h in most 

eases 1he equipmnJI is of Wond War II vinlagc. An 
appeooiK provides a chm on uniform tliSlribution In 
Korea. from the base depot al Pu~:ur 10 various di.i_ 
sioM in the field. including the type of t...sportMion 
used for exh lei uf the line. Tables of field clothing 
and allow:urce~ ~nd body annar distri butiUll du ri nathe 
...ar are;ilio p!\>Vidcd. 

llIis book, with copious photoj:.aphs of aetuaJ 
uniforms in the rlCld. is cducatlOfl.1l fur an insight fmo 
military clothing <,k;"clopment and distribution during 
the Kore:ur Wal. 

Larry A. ('Ttd", 8,,1I .. ,d is a his_lOll ill 1M Ctnltr' l 
Fldd alld 'IIItrIW.ioMi f/,anch. A colltrl<N ofhLrtorlc 
Am.erica" wn(/Qr/ru mid eq .. ipmtllt. ht is .. /,eqUt lll 
parric/ptMt in miliuuy 'UNlCtmtntS. 

Furthcoming in Anny llistory ... 

R. Cud)' PhiILi]llS examin<;.$ proareu in !he AmI)' 
Museum CcninClilion Progr.un. 

llr. Manha S. Putney renects on the Womcn'$ 
Army CorpS bliCk band at r'Ufl Des Moines, Iowa. 

Book rcview hy C:tpt. Paul R.M. Brooks, Jr .• of 
" rOIll (lndC(n/U: Hera(s, W",$wTi".t & II mt)' u/t 

And much more .... 


