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NEws NOTES

New Deputy Commander Reports to the
Center of Military History

Col. Donald W. Warner has assumed the position of
deputy commander of the U.S. Army Center of Military
History, replacing Col. Daniel R. Edgerton, who retired in
August 2002. Colonel Warner was commissioned as an
armor officer upon his graduation from Stephen F. Austin
State University in Texas in 1975. He served in 1986-1987
as a joint politico-military planner in the NATO Policy
Branch, Office of the Director for Strategic Plans and
Policy, J-5; in the Gulf War as executive officer of the 3d
Battalion, 66th Armor, which served with the 1st Infantry
Division in Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Kuwait; as an aide-de-
camp to the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; as
commander of the 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry, an element of
the 1st Cavalry Division; and as director for Army interna-
tional plans, policy and programs integration in the Office
of the Deputy Under Secretary of the Army for
International Affairs. For the past three years Colonel
Warner was assigned as the director of the American,
British, Canadian, and Australian Armies’ Program, an
international armies’ standardization organization in

Rosslyn, Virginia.

Army Museum Expansions

The 1st Infantry Division Museum in Wiirzburg,
Germany, has reopened in its newly expanded building
(above). The division’s commander, Maj. Gen. Bantz
Craddock, led a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the
event that was attended by over 150 guests, including the
director of Army Museums, Judson E. Bennett, Jr.

Construction began on an addition to the Army
Transportation Museum at Fort Eustis, Virginia, after a
groundbreaking ceremony held on 21 May. The addition
will increase the exhibit space of the museum building by 50
percent and provide new storage space for artifacts and
archives. The Army Transportation Museum Foundation is

funding the addition.
Neaws Notes continued on page 29



he Conference of Army Historians held this
August in Arlington, Virginia, was the high point
of the summer’s activities at the Center of Military
History. This biennial gathering is of great importance
both for the Center and for the Army Historical Program
as a whole. It affords an opportunity for all Army histori-
ans to engage one another intellectually and personally,
sharing experiences, ideas, information, and research
endeavors. This year’s focus, “The Cold War Army,
1947-1989,” proved especially stimulating. It encompassed
the great events and changes since World War II that have
shaped the institution we serve today. The challenges of
that period and the adaptations undertaken in response to
them provide much grist for thought during this period of
transformation within our Army and the world around us.
The Field Programs and Historical Services Division,
under the leadership of Dr. Richard Gorell, was responsi-
ble for the overall organization and execution of the con-
ference. Bill Epley saw to the day-to-day management of
the events, with Dr. Rob Rush in charge of overseeing and
organizing the two “content” days. The program consisted
of superb panels and eighty paper presentations from
Army historians, nationally prominent and international
experts, and academic scholars. Ted Ballard ensured the
administrative aspects of the four days of the conference
ran smoothly. The FPHS Website Activity, with Donna
Everett and Joe Frechette working many extra hours, lent
its great expertise, making it possible for all participants to
carry home a single CD containing forty-five papers pre-
sented at the conference. The members of the 305th
Military History Detachment helped out in many tasks,
large and small, as did other members of the division.
The entire CMH community was actively engaged in
making the overall endeavor a great success. Panel chairs

« The Chief’s Corner

John S. Brown

came from throughout our Army history community, and
Our CMH Histories
Division, under Dr. Richard Stewart, provided six panel
chairs and secured appropriate scholars to provide intel-

many were field historians.

lectually stimulating papers. This conference in particular
offered our historians working on Vietnam a venue in
which to share some of the important research they are
currently pursuing.

John Elsberg and his Production Services Division
provided a superb display of written products and publica-
tions, demonstrating a selection of the 500 catalog items
produced by the Center. As always, the published materi-
al establishes the basis for all further work. Members of
the Museum Division, led by Jeb Bennett, readily
responded to a number of very significant questions that
arose during the MACOM council meeting and the
extremely valuable workshop day that preceded the two
days of paper presentations. The workshop day focused on
the needs of Army historians in the field. It provided
insights into a broad range of issues that challenge us and
hopefully helped move us toward positive conclusions with
respect to them.

Any discussion of the conference must feature praise
for the 200 participants and attendees: those who gave
papers, provided insights at the workshops, and responded
to the challenging questions discussed throughout. The
conference is a gathering of people with a mutual interest
in the history of our great institution. It offers us the
opportunity to demonstrate the results of research in a
challenging way to stimulate thought, discussion, and fur-
ther inquiry. It is also an opportunity to meet and greet
those who share our profession. I truly thank all who came
to the conference. You contributed to its great success, and
we look forward to seeing you again at the next one.



Army Nurses aboard the Hospital Ship Relief
(Courtesy of the National Museum of Health and Medicine, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology)
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Yu and your party descended upon that hill suddenly and
without warning, like angels from Heaven. . . . My admiration

for you and your abilities is boundless.”

Army Surgeon General Brig. Gen. William H. Forwood,
writing about Dr. Laura Hughes
and her Red Cross nurses
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