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Medical Patriotism



Deering J. Roberts, M.D.
w General Practitioner in 

Nashville

w Age 77 in 1917

w Surgeon General, UCV

w Regimental surgeon in CSA

w Surgeon-in-charge, Bates 
Division, Battle of Franklin 
(400)

w Surgeon-in-charge, Gun-
Factory Hospital, Nashville 
(1200) 

w Chairman, Practice of 
Medicine, Medical Dept. of 
the University of Tennessee

w Chairman, Practice of 
Medicine, Medical Dept. of 
the University of the South



Deering J. Roberts, M.D.



Deering J. Roberts, M.D.



Background
w1914: Col. William C. Gorgas, M.D., MC, USA 

appointed Surgeon General of the Army

w1915: U. S. Army had too few physicians for a 
war.

wRegular physicians = 443; active duty 
reservists = 146; Medical Reserve Corps = 
1757,  no units

wGorgas worked to prepare.

wWorked through Congress and with the 
civilian medical profession.



William C. Gorgas, M.D.

Surgeon General of the Army
Age 60 in 1914



w 1916: National Defense Act increased size of the 
Army.

wAllowed for creation of Council of National Defense 
(CND) on which Franklin H. Martin, M.D., Founder 
& Director of the American College of Surgeons, 
served.

wMartin appointed an Advisory Committee, aka the 
Medical Committee, of the CND (Gorgas, Braisted, 
Blue, Kean, Welch, Mayo, Simpson). 

w 1916: Committee of American Physicians for Medical 
Preparedness (Martin, Mayos, Simpson, Finney)

w 1917: General Medical Board of the CND to oversee 
medical mobilization. Absorbed the CAPMP.

w 1918: Armistice ðapprox. 30,000 physicians

Background



George W. Crile, M.D.



wAge 50 in 1914.

wProminent American surgeon

wServed in Puerto Rico during Spanish-
American War.

wPioneering work in blood transfusion, 
shock and its treatment, balanced 
anesthesia, surgical instrument design

wEstablished Lakeside Hospital in 
Cleveland.

wCo-founder of the Cleveland Clinic

George Crile



wThousands of Americans (ôAmerican colonyõ) living 
in Paris who wanted to help the war effort by 
providing medical care to war casualties.

wAmerican Ambassador Myron Herrick and ex -
Ambassador Robert Bacon facilitated this effort 
along with Francis Drake, President of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris.

wHerrick: Clevelander and friend of Crile 

w French government donated an unfinished high 
school in suburb of Neuilly -sur-Seine to the cause ð
American Ambulance (Hospital) 

wOct.: Drake visited Crile for advice, suggestions, and 
to ask if he would consider service at the hospital.

1914



wCrile: òI would be of no use without my staff.ó

wCrile devised plan: Privately funded, 3 -monthõs 
service, furnish surgeons/nurses/equipment, do 
research, recruit 3 other ôunitsõ.

wAmerican Ambulance Board to Crile: Assume 
control of a 150-bed service, recruit 3 other ôunitsõ, 
fund it, start Jan. 1, 1915.

wCrile agreed: Raised funds and volunteers, obtained 
equipment & supplies, recruited Harvard/Univ. of 
Penn./Northwestern

wDual purpose: (1.) Participating institutionõs 
hometown would have a vested interest in the 
Ambulance. (2.) First hand knowledge of military 
surgery would be obtained for the United States.

1914 ðòThe Plan of a University Serviceó



wSailed Dec. 30, 1914

wBegan work Jan. 11, 1915

American Ambulance



w The unit functioned as in Cleveland ð2 surgeons, 1 
neurologist, 4 residents, 2 nurse anesthetists, 2 OR 
nurses, 1 researcher, 1 record keeper

wCrile felt the administration of the Ambulance 
managed extremely well.

w The entire experience demonstrated that 
òphilanthropy was at its best.ó

wòThinking about these weary, bedraggled men intently 
engaged in killing their fellows, amidst cold and rain and 
mud, infected with vermin, covered with scabs, the stench 
of their own filthy bodies mingling with that of their 
decomposing comradeséó

wCrile was relieved on Feb. 8 by William E. Lower, 
M.D.

American Ambulance ðFirst 
Service of a University Unit - 1915



American Ambulance ðFirst Service of a 
University Unit - 1915

Western  Reserve University through Lakeside Hospital



The Experience

×Cleveland Medical Journal 1915; 14:421-439.
×Detailed: Completely volunteer effort, nitrous 

oxide/oxygen anesthesia, frostbite, tetanus and gas 
gangrene, review of French field service, fractures, 
neurological aspects, shrapnel and rifle wounds

×Crile summarized: U.S. obligation to help the 
unfortunate of war; U.S. academia must carry on the 
work of the great European centers.  



wSeemed a very productive time.

wIntroduced blood transfusion, nitrous oxide 
anesthesia.

wSocialized with renown French physicians 
(Carrel, Dakin, Roux).

wProduced a war surgery symposium. 

wPresented his research to the exclusive French 
Society of Biology.

wSailed back and forth on the Lusitania.

Crile



Harvey W. Cushing, M. D.
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