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Deering J. Roberts, M.D.

mit the following personal statement: As soon as I learned that “a
state of war” existed involving our country, I wrote to Hon. Joseph
W. Byrns, Representative of the Hermitage District of Tennessee in
Congress, requesting him to see at as early date as possible and con-

venient Surgeon-General William C. Braisted, U, S. N., and Surgeon-
General Wiliam C. Gergas, U, S. A,, and inform them that I was ready
and willing at any time after twenty-four hours’ notice to serve in any
capacity in which my services could be of use. I stated that, owing to




Deering J. Roberts, M.D.

To this, on April 16th ult., I received the following reply, dated
April 13th:

“My Dear Dr. Roberts:—I am in receipt of your favor of April
9th, in which you patriotically tender your services to the Government.
Your letter states so fully and clearly your eminent qualifications that
I am going to take the liberty of filing it with General Braisted, and
I shall tell him how highly you are regarded both professionally and

personally in Nashville and Tennessee. With high regards, I am,
“Sincerely yours, JosePH W, BYRNS.”
'By the same mail I received the following:
“Washington, D. C., Apnl 14, 1917.

“My Dear Doctor:—Your letter addressed to Mr. Byrns has been for-
warded to this bureau, and a special note has been made of your case,
ghould any occasion arise to advance the age limit.

“Very truly yours,

“W. C. BRAISTED, Surgeon-General U. S. Navy.




Background

1914: Col. Willilam C. Gorgas, M.D., MC, USA
appointed Surgeon General of the Army

1915: U. S. Army had too few physicians for a
war.

Regular physicians = 443; active duty
reservists = 146; Medical Reserve Corps =
1757, no units

Gorgas worked to prepare.

Worked through Congress and with the
civilian medical profession.




William C. Gorgas, M.D.

Surgeon General of the Army
Age 60 in 1914



Background

1916: National Defense Act increased size of the
Army.

Allowed for creation of Council of National Defense
(CND) on which Franklin H. Martin, M.D., Founder
& Director of the American College of Surgeons,
served.

Martin appointed an Advisory Committee, aka the
Medical Committee, of the CND (Gorgas, Braisted,
Blue, Kean, Welch, Mayo, Simpson).

1916: Committee of American Physicians for Medical
Preparedness (Martin, Mayos, Simpson, Finney)

1917: General Medical Board of the CND to oversee
medical mobilization. Absorbed the CAPMP.

1918: Armistice d approx. 30,000 physicians
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George Crile

Age 50 in 1914.
Prominent American surgeon

Served In Puerto Rico during Spanish-
American War.

Pioneering work in blood transfusion,
shock and its treatment, balanced
anesthesia, surgical instrument design

Established Lakeside Hospital in
Cleveland.

Co-founder of the Cleveland Clinic



1914

Thousands of Americans ( O0Al

In Paris who wanted to help the war effort by
providing medical care to war casualties.

American Ambassador Myron Herrick and ex -
Ambassador Robert Bacon facilitated this effort
along with Francis Drake, President of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Paris.

Herrick: Clevelander and friend of Crile

French government donated an unfinished high
school in suburb of Neuilly -sur-Seine to the caused
American Ambulance (Hospital)

Oct.: Drake visited Crile for advice, suggestions, and
to ask if he would consider service at the hospital.
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Crile devised plan: Privately funded, 3-mont h o0 s
service, furnish surgeons/nurses/equipment, do

fese altt:n: e cor it a0t her (
American Ambulance Board to Crile;: Assume
controlofal50bed servi c e, T U |

fund Iit, start Jan. 1, 1915.

Crile agreed: Raised funds and volunteers, obtained
equipment & supplies, recruited Harvard/Univ. of
Penn./Northwestern

Dual Pillifspios e o (o Par Ll Cl |
hometown would have a vested interest in the

Ambulance. (2.) First hand knowledge of military

surgery would be obtained for the United States.



American Ambulance

Sailed Dec. 30, 1914
Began work Jan. 11, 1915




American Ambulance 0 First
Service of a University Unit - 1915

The unit functioned as in Cleveland 06 2 surgeons, 1
neurologist, 4 residents, 2 nurse anesthetists, 2 OR
nurses, 1 researcher, 1 record keeper

Crile felt the administration of the Ambulance
managed extremely well.

The entire experience demonstrated that
ophilanthropy was at 1 ts b

oThinking about these wear)
engaged in killing their fellows, amidst cold and rain and
mud, infected with vermin, covered with scabs, the stench
of their own filthy bodies mingling with that of their
decomposing comrades¢ébo

Crile was relieved on Feb. 8 by William E. Lower,
M.D.



American Ambulance 0 First Service of a
University Unit - 1915

Western Reserve University through Lakeside Hospital



The Experience

THE LAKESIDE UNIT AT THE AMERICAN AMBULANCE 421

A COMPOSITE REPORT OF THE THREE MONTHS’
SERVICE OF THE LAKESIDE UNIT AT

THE AMERICAN AMBULANCE

INTRODUCTION
By G. W. CRILE, M. D.

x Cleveland Medical Journal 1915; 14:424439.

x Detailled: Completely volunteer effort, nitrous
oxide/oxygen anesthesia, frostbite, tetanus and gas
gangrene, review of French field service, fractures,
neurological aspects, shrapnel and rifle wounds

x Crile summarized: U.S. obligation to help the
unfortunate of war; U.S. academia must carry on the
work of the great European centers.



Crile

Seemed a very productive time.

Introduced blood transfusion, nitrous oxide
anesthesia.

Socialized with renown French physicians
(Carrel, Dakin, Roux).

Produced a war surgery symposium.

Presented his research to the exclusive French
Society of Biology.

Sailed back and forth on the Lusitania.



Harvey W. Cushing, M. D.
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