Naval Wartare & ['he
Sinking of the Lusitania

EBZOC/CCZQI&S} U-Boats, and International Provocations

Dravwnng the United States into WIWI
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Fourope at War

[ he Allies Blockade the Central Powers

The British declared war on Germany in August 1914 after German troops
invaded Belgium.

Utilizing the world’s most powertul Navy, the British declared the entire North
Sea area a war zone in November 1914, signaling that any ship to enter those
waters would be destroyed, especially any ships that might be carrying war
munitions or contraband (which included food).

The Germans objected to the nature of the blockade, which had an expanded
definition of "war materiel" and items that would support the war effort, and by
early 1915 the Germans were starting to feel the effects of restricted trade.

The blockade against the Central Powers had major implications over the course
of the war. As the European war continued, Germany and Austria-Hungary
began rationing food (1,000 calories/day). By 1918 more severe rationing
programs led to mass malnutrition and starvation and upwards of 900,000
German and Austrian civilian deaths.



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/spotlights/blockade.htm
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Fourope at War

[ he Central Powers Blockade the Allies

T'he British Isles were dependent on
unimpeded trade for food and
supplies as well.

In retaliation to the blockade, the
Germans sought to disrupt British
trade by declaring the seas around
the British Isles as a war zone 1n

February 1915.

This escalation 1n the commerce war
between the Germans and the
British represented an affront to the
pervading international rules and
traditions of the time regarding the
proper form of a naval campaign
against an enemy’s commerce.
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GERMAN AGENTS, AMERICAN TRAITORS, AND
THE U-BOAT DEUTSCHLAND DURING WORLD WAR |

DWIGHT R. MESSIMER

Europe at War
A Duscussion on Trading Blockades and Naval Warfare During WIWI

Run Time: 1 Hour Video&



https://youtu.be/lwpMNvVL19g
https://youtu.be/lwpMNvVL19g
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Submarine Wartare
A New and Significant Use of Force Arises During WIWI
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(German naval forces did not
match the strength of the
British Navy:

lo prevent other countries
from trading with Britain,
Germany employed

submarine warfare tactics.

U-Boats (short for the
German word Untersee-boots
meaning submarine) were
primitive vessels that could
submerge beneath the water
and send torpedoes 1into any
boats traveling in open water.



https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005018090/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/

German U-Boats

Silent Footage of German Submarines Sinking Merchant Vessels During WWI

Run Time: 30 Minutes Video&



https://youtu.be/BoA1wOrmTLk
https://youtu.be/BoA1wOrmTLk
https://youtu.be/BoA1wOrmTLk

Submarine Wartare
A New and Significant Use of Force in War
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Interactive Map: U-Boat Attacks in World War (4



http://arcg.is/1EhiFbm
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2006000979/

Backdrop to the Lusitania Sinking

Germany Issues a Warning About Ciwilhian Sea Travel During War

GERMANY WARNS |

AGAINST TRAVEL
IN ALLIES’ SHIPS

|
Tells U. S. Public All Such
Vessels Are Likely To
Be Destroyed.

PASSENGERS RISK
THEIR OWN LIVES
Washington Holds Notice Does

Not Relieve Kaiser from
Responsibility.

From The Tritune Buresan |
Washington, April 80.—In ndvertise-
nte placed in the most prominent

newspapers of the United States, with
s view to reaching every Ameriean
render possible, the German Embasay
will give notice to-morrow that all
who travel on ships flying the flags
of Great Britain and her allies in the
war zone, do 50 At their own risk. This
rotice to the public, which follows the
{ 1 notice of the war zone given
by Germany to the State Department
gome time sgo, reads as follows:

o

Library of Congress
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After the Lusitania sailed last Sat-
day it was announced that & number
7gn better known persons, hooke
sail on had received telegrams
};r:m! wi eurly fictitious names,
rning t \gainst sailing, as the
ip was to be blown up. Officially, the
perial German Embassy in Washing-
n sent an advertisement to lh? xf\-\'
warning all intending to
1t persons sailing on ships

H
their own risk.

Neither the telegrams nor the notice
the embassy had much, if any, effect
on the passengers who had booked.
At the offices of the Western Union
plegraph Company vesterday It was
id that ne efort had been made to
d out if its lines had been used for
o transmission of threatening tele-
lams, or that any investigation would
made if it were shown the eompuny
d transmitted or delivered such mea-

KOS,
“We have no interest in messages
hwr than to deliver them so long as
& language complies with the laws
decency,” said General Manager
ellever, “We do not know that such
pssnges went over our lines, though
is my recollection that the report of
osa messages being received was de-

s ship was sunk through an internsl
plosion, the identity of the persons
nding messages predicting that re-
[l::ru,:ht be of importance.”

xious ealls from persons connected
th the theatre, a3 Charles Frohman,
munager, and Charles Klein and

ssengers. The presence of Lady Allan
d her doughters caused many in-
iries from Canada, especially Mont-
al. Beyond the reports received at
jo offices, however, the clerks, whe
re kept busy answering the tele-
one, could give no information.
‘harles P. Sumner, the company's
neral manager. declined Inst night to
r-n out any statement, suying that he
| no more than the dispatches, and
til more definite news was learned
raforred not to discuss the sinking,
.‘-Fnl:). New Yorkers who had sailed
pired queries from their friends and
Batives in this city, and among the
st was Dock Commissioner R. A. C.
rith, Just ms he left the offies the
t of the first message —that which
d told of the sinking—which was
iginaily communicated by the ( unard
ne to the newspapers, Was given out,
pis hud been received five hours ear-
r, but the first announcement had
!cn in the form of a bulletin,
The text of the ecable meszage re-
i ced here was!
“Lusitania, sceording .o unconfirmed
port, has heen torpedoed by sub-
hrine wt 2 p. m, Friday, ten miles
th of Kinsale, -nd sunk 2:30. No
ws yet as to snfety of passengers
d erew”
Excepting the Brethertins, the first
pesage which mentioned the safety of
y particular passengers came nbout
o'clock la t night, when word was
C ' " Lasseter

he German Warning
and Lusitania’sDefiance|

Gireat Britain and her Allies did 50

n'l.cun se¢ where if it be shown that | °

stus Miles Forman were among the |
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ROUND THE WORLD TOURS
Througs boukings 4 uil priscipsl P

s | NOTICE!

TRAVELLERS iotending W | |
embark on the Atlantic vorage | |
are reminded that a state o
2T war enists betwesn Germasy

M and her allies and Groat Britin
o) sem ||| wnd her allies; that the sone of
sren || war Includes tha waters adjes

N cent to the British liles; thaty
In accordance with formal ae
" T tice given by the Tmperisl Gom

. man Geverameat, vessals fipe
Toek e | ing the Mag of Great Britals, of
v tiew | of any of her allins, are liable te
| destruction in those waters nd
Ul that travellees sailing in the
e ‘ war sons on ships of Grest
‘ Beitain or her allies do s o
their own riak.

4% i IMPERIAL SERMAN EMBASST,
?'-::i wANRTVGTON, D €. ATRIL M, DI&
i) —

Lean, And two Henderson rafts, sth
fietent for from forty to fifty pases
gers each.

Following the receipt of the secssl
eable message from Liverpool, whieh
told of the Lusitania’s distress
and added that all available craft sed
Old Hesd wers rushing to her
ance, a flock of anxious men came inte
the office.

Thay lil}clu.l-d Miles Hd‘ ;"MC}IL#
inquired for his wife and for Mr
“;"b. Booth Jones and their ehild
Pereival, five, snd Ailse, thirteen.

was followed by Samusl Robert,

Library of Congress

= In April 1915, the German embassy placed
an advertisement in a New York newspaper
warning:

<= “Travelers intending to embark on the
Atlantic voyage are reminded that a
state of war exists between Germany
and her allies and Great Britain and
her allies, that the zone of war
includes the waters adjacent to the
British Isles, that in accordance with
formal notice given by the Imperial
German government, vessels flying
the flag of Great Britain or any of her
allies are liable to destruction in those
waters and that travelers sailing in
the war zone on ships of Great Britain
or her allies do so at their own risk.
From the Imperial German Embassy”



http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1915-05-01/ed-1/seq-3/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1915-05-08/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1915&index=3&rows=20&words=EUROPE+LIVERPOOL+LUSITANIA+via&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1915&proxtext=europe+via+liverpool+lusitania&y=18&x=18&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1915-05-08/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1915&index=3&rows=20&words=EUROPE+LIVERPOOL+LUSITANIA+via&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1915&proxtext=europe+via+liverpool+lusitania&y=18&x=18&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
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The RMS Lusitania was a
passenger liner setting sail
from New York City to
Liverpool, England, on
May 1, 1915.

The cargo ship carried

1,959 passengers and crew.

Britain began arming
merchant ships thus the
Germans considered the
Lusitania to be fair game
as they suspected 1t may be
carrylng munitions.

As it approached its
destination of Liverpool
on May 7, 1915, 1t
encountered a German U-
Boat and was hit by a
torpedo.

ollateral Damage
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1 he Royal Mail Ship Lusitama
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http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006677520/

Cunard Line

59, LUSITania

-Leaving NewYork May Ist.

Last Voyage
Stlent Footage of the RMS Lusitama Leaving New York City on May 1, 1915
Run Time: 5 Manutes Video®
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https://youtu.be/IIVHiAizhgI
https://youtu.be/IIVHiAizhgI

Civihan Casualties

Indticate I MAABL
SHIPPING CASUALTIES. 1/

(LOSS OF THE STEAMSHIP “LUSITANIA.”)

REPORT of a Formal Investigation into the circumstances
attending the foundering on 7th May, 1915, of the British
Steamship “ Lusitania,” of Liverpool, after being torpedoed
off the Old Head of Kinsale, Ireland.

Prescnied to botb Houses of Parliament by Command of His Majeiy.

LONDO
PRINTED UNDER THE AVIHOB[H OF lll'i MAJESTY'S bTATuNERY OFFICE
By DARLING axp SON, Loaren, Bacox Sreeer,

To be purchased. either directly or through any Bookseller, from
\\LIAN Axp SONS, Lnvrren, 20, Daraxs Brioixos, Ferree Laxs, EC,,
Amixapox Sreeer, S.W., and o4, Sr. ll °Y Rrrnurt Camprry; or
H.M. BTATIO‘IERY OFFICE (Scorrisu Beaxen),
PONSONBY, Livrmew, 116, Gua n S'nrn Duowex;
ar lnu- the Agencios in the British Colonies and Deplndmcu-
the United St-tu of America and other Forei Coulhu- of

FISHER UNWIN, Loxoox,
1916,

, Fowrn Sruvarr, I-'mnu:u-; or

(Cd. 8022.) Price 14d.
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The use of submarines led to a merciless
form of warfare that increased the sinking
of merchant and civilian ships such as the
Lusitania.

When it came to capturing merchant
ships during wartime, ships that traveled
on the surface were required to adhere to
specific rules set by international treaties.

Any merchant ship that was stopped and
discovered to be holding contraband
cargo could be captured, boarded, and

escorted to a designated harbor.

Enemy merchant ships could also be sunk
it the crew was allowed an opportunity to
use lifeboats.

At this time, Germany was practicing
unrestricted submarine warfare.



http://www.submarine-history.com/NOVAthree.htm
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/
https://www.archives.gov/nyc/press/2015/lusitania-lecture-april-30.html

An Affront to Marntime Custom

= The Lusitania was not
oranted this courtesy.

= After the torpedo hit, the ;
1,959 passengers and crew
scrambled to the hifeboats
with survival taking
precedence over custom
and law as those aboard
discovered that many
lifeboats were impossible
to launch resulting 1n mass
casualties.

i
)€ oococoo«
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National Archives



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/17369675

1'he American Aspect

Masswe Media Coverage of the Attack on Innocent Civilians Leads to Pro-
British versus Anti-German Sentiment
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The Lusitania exploded from the
direct hit, throwing 1,959 innocent
passengers into the freezing Atlantic
Ocean to drown as the ship sunk in
only eighteen minutes.

There were 1,198 civilian casualties
including women and children.
Among the fatalities were 128
American civilians.

While the United States had been
neutral in the war up until this point
President Wilson 1ssued a stern
condemnation for the sinking of the
Lusitania.



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/when-wilson-asked-war/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/sinking-of-the-lusitania/
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A lest of Neut

rality

America: Are You With Us or Against Us?

Unul this point the war was
predominately a European conflict
with America remaining neutral.

The United States was previously
trading with both the Allies and the
Central Powers, with a
disproportionate amount of supplies
and monetary support channelled to
the Allies over the Central Powers.

While American manufacturing and
financing were crucial to the Allied
war effort, the United States also
conducted trade with Germany.
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lught Iodly in different sections of Wash-
nt bakery, showed a variation of fve

and the smallest loaf.

¥ bread weigh sixteen ounces. The heav-

This was bought from a downtown baker.
1011 ounces, was purchased from a

ghascd by Times representatives in an ef-
Jich variation there is in loaves of bread
hgton housewives. The weighing was done
ice of the Superintendent of Weights,
chighls. as tabulated by a Times repre-
JSuperintendent Sherman, just as are all
scales at his officc.
XED STANDARD
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;C. Mason Griffin Asks Damages
for Chorus Girls’ Embrace in
Casino Theater.
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" | public confidence.

WILSON FINDS
DIFFICULTY IN
FILLING BOARD
BOARD PLANS

Personnel Supposed to Be De-
finitely Decided on, But
Changes May Be Made If Re-
fusals Are Reconsidered.

Public Reception of Names
Heretofore Put Out Fails to
Produce Enthusiasm in Any
Circles.

By JUDSON €. WELLIVER.
The personnel of the Trades
Commission, supposed to have

“por- [been irrevocably decided by Presi-
ik | dent Wilson, is, as a matter of fact,
"llikely to be changed before the

nominations are sent to Congress.
Public reception of the tentative
list of names heretofore put out as

fort [ substantially decided upon for the

commission has not produced

or out of Administration circles.
On excellent authority it was

has tendered appointments on this
commission to a long list of tho:
oughly representative men, and
that the tender has been declined
in so many instances that the Pres-
ident has become a good deal dis-
gusted over the prospects of get-
ting together a body of men that
may be relied upon to make the
new law worth while and to build
the commission into a real place in

charting of a
extion of the Charactol
A poliey that s yet to
on Fifth Page.)
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o | ra
cither enthusiasm or confidence, in

lcarned today that the President],,

FRENCH SHELLS SET
FRE T GERMANS

Twenty-five Supply Wagons De-
stroyed by Big Guns in the
Woevre anion.

BALLOON IS BROUGHT DOWN

Three Prussian Officers Dashed
to Earth—Kaiser Renews
Attack in Alsace.

PARIS Feh & —Franch shells set fira
0 a traln of twenty-five ammunition
Al upply wagans in the Woeirs re-
Rion. causing thelr total destenetion, 1t
was yeparted In dispatchex from the
Other artiliory batteries
roglon dispersed convoys of
. Wit conatdarable Tosnen,
Thix remarkable effectiveness of the
French artillery work was further em-
WY reports from the battle
1d Rheims, There a irrench
1. from & distance of several miles,

frant

loan collapsed
Aviators reported that thras German
officers who were suiveying the French
pusitions were dashed o earth and
kit

French praitio;

Reverses Cause R Reign
Of T error in Bohemia

LONDION, P

6.~A relgn of terror
fa becwusn of Aus-
terne correspandent

MIHATY Inw now prevails over nearly
the entire province,

the death

Thus far thera hav 2 organized
revalte, the correap wired, bu
the population in extremely rosticas

7
AMMUNITION TRAIN/f

NEUTRALNATIONS TO RESIST
GERMAN WAR ZONE DECREE;
ASK UNITED STATES TO LEAD

MINISTER W. L. F. C. VAN RAPPARD,

Who conferred with Acting Secretary of State Lansing today in regard [Pard and the Acting Secretary of
to a proposed world-wide protest against the German “paper block- Sme, described by Mr. Lansing as
ade.” ;

BLOCKADE TAKENUP
WITH PRESIDENT BY
COUNSELORLANSING

World-Wide Conoert of Action
in Interest of Peaceful Ship-
ping Is Probable.

WASHINGTON IS “SOUNDED"
|Netherlandg Minister Holds Long
Conference  With  Acting
Secretary of State.

For the purpose of ascertaining
whether the United States would
consent to join with other neutral
nations in protesting against the
German “war zonc™ decree, Chev-
alier W. L. F. C. van Rappard.
minister to the United States from
The Netherlands, had a long con-
ference today with Acting Secre-
tary of State Robert Lansing.

The subject matter of the inter-
view between Chevalier van Rap-

and informal,” was

Mysterious Deaths Investigated by Yonker's Offi-
cials and Use of Chloroform to Dispose of Aged
Is Charged in Confession of E.=)loye.

NEW YORK, Feb. 6.—The weird tale told by Frederick Mors, a
"| former orderly in the Yonkers Odd Fellows' Home for aged people, [the German decree. In this con-
that he murdered eight of the inmates “just to put them out of the |Mection he stated that the Govern-
is the cause of four persons being in jail today pending further |MeNt is still without official con-

way,"

; Weird Tale of L O. O. F. royringlen
|Orderly Brings Probe o "= nm

.
investigations by the coroner.

about an hour with the President,

considered.
No Official Note.

After his long conference with the
President, Lansing, while declin-
ing to discuss the details of his in-
terview with the Netherlands min-
ister, admitted that it related to

firmation of the reports from Ber-

Library of Congress



http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1915-02-06/ed-1/seq-1/

A lest of Neutrality

An Implicit Connection to the Alles
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GERMANS TAKE
CAPTIVE 6,000
RUSS IN NEW
WARSAW DRIVE

Czar’s Forces Counter-Attack-
ing With Great Fury to Halt
Further Advances by Mack-
ensen’s Army.

Muscovites Attempt to Renew
Offensive Near Tilsit in East
Prussia—Berlin Claims Re-
pulses of French.

BERLIN (via wireless to Say-
ville), Feb, 5.—Six thousand Rus-
sian prisoners have been taken by
Gen. Von Mackensen's army in
its new drive on Warsaw, it was
officially announced here this aft-
ernoon. This report includes only
prisoners taken in the last four
days' fighting. Among the captives
are twenty-six officers.

To halt further advances by
Mackensen's army, the Russians
are counter-attacking with great
fury. Their efforts to retake posi-
tions east of Bolimow recently oc-
cupied by the Germans have
broken under heavy artillery fire.

Russ Resume Offensive.

I East Prossia, near Tils#, there are
indications that the Russians ure at-
tmpting to resume the affensive. The

unimportant by

‘rench made an
inat the German po
‘erthes, but were
artillery duels are

Germany’s Defi Answered

Germany's announcement of the proposed establishment of
a ‘“‘paper blockade” about Great Britain and Ireland has met with
prompt action by England and the United States.

Strenuous protest will be made by the United States through
Ambassador Gerard at Berlin. The issuc was discussed at length
at the meeting of the Cabinet today, and it is understood that
prompt action will follow.

England has answered the defi in characteristic fashion. At
a special meeting of admiralty officials it is understodd that it wad’
decided to order the flotilla of destroyers back from the North
to sweep the seas clean of the submarine menace.

rd

America Faces Gravest

Peril of War As Result
Of Germany’s Blockade

Declaration Making Waters Surrounding the British
Islands, North of France,and Holland a War
Zone Causes Perplexing Foreign Com-
plication—Act an Experiment.

By JUDSON C. WELLIVER.

Never since th‘e present war began has the danger of for-
eign complications involving the United States been so serious as it is
now, following the German admiralty’s declaration that the waters
surrounding the British Islands, the north of France, and neutral Hol-
land, will after February 18 constitute a “‘zone of war.”

The owner or commander of an American ship sailing from New
York to Rotterdam, for instance—both being ports of neutral powers
—will seek in vain for exact information as to what constitutes a zone
of war,

If it were a question of transacting commerce by land the ques-
tion would not be so difficult. The zone of war in land campaigning
is a definitely understood affair. Anybody who enters it does so at
his peril. He may be hit by a bullet, or regarded as a spy. But
such-an institution as a zone of war on the seas, which three miles
from land are esteemed the property of no nation, is unknown.

NOT SAME AS BLOCKADE.

A zone of war cannot he equivalent this war zone, “‘as a consequence of the
to & blockade, for two reasons. One is| misuse of neutral flags ordered by the

- | that If Germany had meant to declare| Britlsh government an Jenuary 31"

& blockade, she would have suid #0.| What that statement means s not very

U. . PREPARES
10 PROTEST
BLOCKADE 0F

BRIISH AT

State Department Understood
To Be Working on Represen-
tations Now To Be Sent to
Berlin.

President Calls Meeting of
Cabinet, and Matter Is
Threshed  Out—Germany

. Desperate, Is Belief of Many

Vigorous protests will be for-
warded by this Government to
Berlin against the action of Ger-
many in establishing a “paper
blockade" around the coasts of
England, Scotland and France, and
a portion of Holland. These rep-
resentations, it is understood, arc
now being prepared in the State
Department and soon will be sent
to Ambassador Gerard at Berlin.

It is the contention of many of-
ficials that the German decrec,
violates every principle of inter-
national law, set up and fought for
by this country in behalf of tht,
rights of neutral commerce, by
threatening destruction to every
neutral ship which fails to observe
‘the blockade. The belief grows ap-
parently in the minds of many of-
ficials that Germany, made des-
perate, is trying to drag the United
States into the war.

Drop In Wheat Expected.
It is expected that one of the first

Library of Congress
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President Wilson demanded
an apology from the
Germans for the sinking of
the Lusitania and
assurances that there would
not be similar incidents 1n
the future.

Not wanting the United
States to enter on the side
of the Allies, the Germans
complied with Wilson’s
requests 1n September 1915
by agreeing not to attack
passenger ships. The United
States was able to stay out
of the war for another two
years.



http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1915-02-05/ed-1/seq-1/#words=zone+Zone+War+Germanys+Blockade+Declaration+British+Germany+warring+war
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/
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A Stern Condemnation

From the May 18, 1916, edition of the Chicago Daily News, a satirical portrayal of President Woodrow Walson getting tough
with s foreign policy toward Germany. While most of Europe was mvolved in way;, the United States had long tried to maintain a
policy of neutrality.



http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.24818
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A Fatal Voyage

1 he Historical Significance of the RMS Lusitama’s “Iransatlantic Voyage
Run Time: 7 Minutes Video®



https://archive.org/details/rth_22302231_1200K
https://archive.org/details/rth_22302231_1200K

A Prophetic Gaution

An Urging to Mantain Neutrality

“It 15 not hkely that either side will win so complete a
victory as to be able to dictate terms, and 1f either side does
win such a victory it will probably mean preparation for
another war. It would seem better to look for a more rational
basts for peace.”

—Wallam fenmings Bryan
Secretary of State to President Woodrow Walson



https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/bryan-william-jennings

Extension Activity: The Military Lens

Music and Media Propaganda as Recruitment 'lools



https://www.loc.gov/collections/world-war-i-sheet-music/articles-and-essays/americas-war-as-viewed-by-publishers-and-the-public/world-war-i-sheet-music-at-the-library-of-congress/
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1'he Dratt

Conscription, Enlistment & Conscientious Objectors in the ULS. Malitary

In previous conflicts such as the Civil War, the United States had utilized conscription.
World War I, however, marked the first ime the nation's military raised its army
primarily through a dratt.

To balance federal power with state autonomy, local civilian draft boards administered
the selective service system. A national campaign utilizing posters, printed materials,
films, and music helped the government convey the legal requirement for men to register
with the selective service or to enlist.

It was a struggle for officials to forge a unified fighting force from a segregated military
consisting mostly of native-born whites, American Indians, and African Americans,
along with large numbers of immigrants.

The draft raised questions about patriotism and the obligations of citizenship, especially
the duty to serve.

The U.S. War Department created the status of "conscientious objector" for Americans
who viewed military service as a violation of their religious, ethical, or political beliefs.



https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/over-here/raising-an-army/?st=gallery

Enlistment

COME ON BOYS! DO

STl%RQY

BY ENLISTING NOW/!

A. Cartinte & Co, Mysatli+Rollins lank Note Co, Teowng Label and Lithograph Co.
8, Crocker Co. O, C Olsen Lithograph Co, Schmidt Lithograph Co,
Gatloway ththagraph Co, Lowia Naesch Co. Unlon Lithograph Co,

Library of Congress Library of Congress



https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.50989/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ds.03216/
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Patriotic Duty

Uncle Sam asks: “What are YOU doing for Preparedness?”

The Committee on Public Information was
created as an independent government
agency to influence public opinion supporting

U.S. participation in World War 1.

Enlistment posters were intended to rouse
American audiences against the German
militarism threat to American liberty.

Specific imagery was used to appeal to local
populations by using regional language and

distributed 1n targeted geographic regions to
prompt immigrants to join the military.

President Wilson and his advisers believed the
war was an opportunity to reconstruct
America domestically to better benefit
average Americans while also reshaping
international relations into a durable peace.

FOR U.S.ARMY

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION

Library of Congress



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/the-great-war-master-of-american-propaganda/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/over-here/raising-an-army/controlling-the-message/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.50554/

Growing an Army
Silent footage showing the enlistment, training, and equipping of soldiers during WWI
Run ‘Time: 11 Minutes  Video®



https://archive.org/details/WorldWarIFilms
https://archive.org/details/WorldWarIFilms
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.50555/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.50565/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2013564558/

Raising an Army
T'he sinking ot the

Lusitania was used as a
stirring military
recruitment tool

1 he haunting tmage of a mother and infant
sinking wnto the sea 1s based on news accounts
from the tume of the recovered dead:
“Most of the bodzes there are women. ... At the
Cunard Wharf les a mother still clasping in her
arms the body of her 3-month-old baby.”

Library of Congress



https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.50552
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THE LUSITANIA
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Powertul Propagand

PUBLISHED BY

Delmar Music Co.
CHICAGO

Library of Congress



https://www.loc.gov/resource/ihas.200207831.0?st=gallery
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ihas.200202377.0/?sp=1

Powertul Propaganda

Music as a Motwator and form of Protest
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