
The United States of  America 
Formally Declares War 

National Debate, Congressional Contention, and a Presidential 
Address Prompt America into World War I 



The Changing European Continent

A century ago, the great powers of  Europe became engulfed in what was 
then called the Great War.  

It signaled a new age in armed conflict in which mass armies supported by 
industrial mass production brought an unprecedented level of  killing power 
to the battlefield.  

By the time the United States entered the Great War in 1917, the 
combatants were waging war on a scale never before seen in history.  

The experience defined a generation, cast a long shadow across the twentieth 
century and marked a new era in American foreign policy. 

In addition to a tremendous loss of  life, the war shattered Europe, bringing 
revolution, the collapse of  long-standing empires, and economic turmoil, as 
well as the birth of  new nation-states and the rise of  totalitarian movements.

The Great War Forever Shifts the Balance of  Power

http://www.history.army.mil/html/bookshelves/collect/wwi-cb.html


The Precipice of  War
The resumption of  unrestricted German submarine warfare, the interception of  the Zimmermann 
Telegram, and growing concern over the German atrocities committed against Belgians drew the United 
States to the precipice of  entry into the war. 

The rallying cry for U.S. entry into war was based on President Woodrow Wilson’s ideals of  promoting 
democracy worldwide as opposed to the prevailing monarchies of  the time that fundamentally shaped the 
political landscapes of  Europe. 

 While Britain and France retained monarch dignitaries, they were considered by the U.S. to be functional 
democracies.  

Successful British propaganda designed to draw the United States in as allies, as well as cultural and 
financial ties, resulted in the U.S.-British partnership. 

Additionally, lobbying on the part of  American war profiteers who had made a fortune during the 
European war selling arms and making loans to the Allies pressured the U.S.-British alliance. 

On April 2, 1917, President Wilson asked Congress to declare war on Germany. Addressing the reasons the 
U.S. should go to war, the president asserted, “The world must be made safe for democracy.” 

In the war address, President Wilson condemned German submarine attacks on U.S. and other neutral 
shipping vessels. He also argued that “autocratic governments, such as the German regime, with their 
habitual intrigue, unrestrained by the will of  their people, were a threat to free and self-governing nations.”  

On April 4, 1917, after contested debate, Congress passed the resolution to declare war.

America Must Decide upon Entry and Allegiance in the Great War

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/wilson-before-congress/


Getting Perspective: The Central Powers Push to Claim New Lands
Library of  Congress

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016432164/


The nation in arms http://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675

The nation in arms
We are fighting Germany because she sought to terrorize us and then to fool us. We could not
believe that Germany would do what she said she would do upon the seas. Yet, we still hear the
piteous cries of children coming out, out of the sea where the Lusitania went down, and Germany
has never asked forgiveness of the world. We saw the Sussex sunk crowded with the sons and
daughters of neutral nations. We saw ship after ship sent to the bottom -- ships of mercy bound out
of America for the Belgian's starving -- ships carrying the Red Cross, and laden with the wounded of
all nations -- ships carrying food and clothing to friendly, harmless, terrorized people -- ships flying
the stars and stripes sent to the bottom hundred of miles from shore, manned by American seamen,
murdered against all law, without warning.

We believed Germany's promise that she would respect the neutral flag and the rights of neutrals,
and we held our anger and outrage in check. But now we see that she was holding us off with fair
promises until she could build her huge fleet of submarines. For when spring came, she blew her
promise into the air, just as at the beginning of the war she had torn up that scrap of paper. Then
we saw clearly that there was but one law for Germany -- her will to rule. We are fighting Germany
because she violated our confidence. Paid German spies filled our cities. Officials of her government,
received as the guests of this nation, lived with us to bribe and terrorize, defying our law and the law
of nations. We are fighting Germany because while we were yet her friends, the only great power
that still held hands off, she sent the Zimmermann note, calling to her aid Mexico, our southern
neighbor, and hoping to lure Japan, our western neighbor, into war against this nation of peace.

The nation that would do these things proclaims the gospel that government has no conscience.
And this doctrine cannot live or else democracy must die. For the nations of the world must keep
faith. There can be no living for us in a world where the state has no conscience, no reverence for the
things of the spirit, no respect for international law, no mercy for those who fall before its force.

by Franklin K. Lane, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Audio🔗     

https://cdn.loc.gov//service/mbrs/nforum/9000028.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/


To Enter or Not to Enter
With the world at war, American debate over entering the conflict centered on the 
issue of  military preparedness and the suitability of  making financial loans and selling 
weapons overseas.  

Some Americans feared that a large army would jeopardize U.S. democracy and an 
expanded military arsenal would threaten other countries. This fear of  militarism 
reinforced a growing domestic antagonism toward Germany, a well-armed and 
authoritarian monarchy.  

The revolution in Mexico and skirmishes along the southwestern border made the 
United States seem unready to defend itself, thus preparedness advocates believed that 
defending the nations security and physical borders outweighed other considerations.  

Other war opponents argued that the greed of  munitions makers, bankers, and 
various profiteers might draw America into an expanded conflict for their own profit.  

As the death toll rose across Europe, peace activists, pacifists, and others rallied 
against the inevitable loss of  life and economic drain that going to war would inflict 
on the nation.

National Debate Erupts Over U.S. Entry into the Great War

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/?st=gallery


Profiting from the War

Many communities with large shipping 
ports throughout the country stood to 
profit from wartime production. 

Initially many Americans celebrated 
the economic opportunities the war 
presented. 

Increased demand and pricing on 
goods allowed the nation’s businesses to 
profit greatly during World War I. 

However, as a result of  the war effort 
American consumers experienced price 
gouging and shortages as the costs of  
food, goods, and services inflated.

Library of  Congress

Arguments Revealing American Interests in the European War

https://www.loc.gov/resource/acd.2a10647


Peace Movements
Prominent organizations such as the 
Women's Peace Party, opposed American 
military intervention and the preparedness 
movement.  

Party leaders argued that preparations 
against threats from Europe, through the 
build up of  the U.S. military, would only 
lead to arms races that would cause more 
problems than they solved.  

Peace advocates believed military 
preparations would create an international 
atmosphere of  rivalry, suspicion, and 
increased taxation.  

Pacifists encouraged President Wilson to 
concentrate his efforts on the opportunity 
to establish permanent peace that the 
world crisis offered rather than escalate 
international tensions. 

Advocating for Peace Over Preparedness

Library of  Congress

Document🔗

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/advocating-for-peace/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/advocating-for-peace/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b43838/


Anti War Opposition
As the war drew near, concern 
throughout the country regarding a 
large military and a society 
regimented by its preparations for war. 

Groups such as the Anti-War League 
of  the District of  Columbia opposed 
the preparedness movement and 
argued that the buildup of  a nation’s 
armed forces initially spurred the war 
in Europe. 

Mounting fears over a growing U.S. 
armed forces bringing a militarized 
culture to the United States was 
perceived by some as a threat to 
American values.

The “War” Against the War

Library of  CongressDocument🔗

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/the-dangers-of-preparedness/
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https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/the-dangers-of-preparedness/


To Slay the 
Serpent

On the eve of  the United States 
joining the war effort, 

Minerva, the Goddess of  war and 
knowledge representing the 

civilized world, stands ready to slay 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, the serpent 

suppressing Europe.  

Forging Alliances
The United States Sides with Britain and Her Allies

Library of  Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cai.2a14513


Russia- Czar Nicholas II Library of  Congress

The Main Players

Britain- Prime Minister Lloyd GeorgeGermany- Kaiser Wilhelm II France- Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau 

Italy- Premier Vittorio Orlando United States- President Woodrow Wilson 

https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005016892/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2006008858/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2004007474/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2004007456/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005023692/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006683354/
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The coming of  World War I brought 
with it a backlash against German 
culture in the United States. 

In 1917 one in every three Americans 
had either been born abroad or had at 
least one foreign-born parent, a 
phenomenon captured in the term 
“Hyphenated Americans.”  

The hyphen could be characterized as a 
bridge between two cultures or a 
measure of  divided loyalties.  

Many German Americans struggled with 
their feelings, realizing that sympathy for 
their homeland appeared to conflict with 
loyalty to the United States.  

Hyphenated 
Americans

Declaring Fidelity to the United 
States of  America and its Allies

Audio🔗

https://www.loc.gov/item/00653173/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/alt/german8.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650681/


Ambassador James W. Gerard

“Every citizen must declare himself  American — or traitor!”

A Warning to German Americans 

DN-0069264, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago History Museum

https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/nfor:@field(DOCID+@range(90000011+90000012))
http://explore.chicagocollections.org/image/chicagohistory/71/f766k1g/


Advocates for War

President Wilson and his cabinet met on March 20, 1917, to 
discuss the question of  declaring war.  

Secretary of  State Robert Lansing urged war, but he did not 
believe the United States should go to war solely because 
German submarines had sunk U.S. ships and killed Americans.  

In his account of  the cabinet meeting discussion, Lansing 
related how he tried to convince the president of  the duty “to 
suppress an autocratic government like Germany because of  its 
atrocious character and because it was a menace to the national 
safety of  this country and of  all other countries with liberal 
systems of  government.”

The German Threat to Liberal Systems of  Government

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/a-meeting-to-discuss-war/


Opposition to War
Congressional Debate: Fearing an Autocratic Peace

Opposition in Congress to 
the pending Declaration of  
War centered around the 
concern that the war would 
not be fought to further 
democratic ideals.  

Some senators opposed 
American entry on the 
grounds that the Allies were 
contributing to the same 
tyranny as the Central 
Powers. 

Congressmen argued that the United States was entering into the compact of  war without any knowledge of  
the extent to which it was committing to the foreign policies of  the Allies and that while America may declare 
it was a war for democracy, if  the Allies partitioned smaller nations, the United States would be party to 
autocratic peace. 

Newberry Library

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/fearing-an-autocratic-peace/
http://publications.newberry.org/digitalexhibitions/items/show/1333


President Wilson Before Congress

National ArchivesApril 2, 1917

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533722


President Wilson 
Before Congress

“The world must be made safe for democracy. Its 
peace must be planted upon the tested foundations 

of  political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. 
We desire no conquest, no dominion. We see no 

indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation 
for the sacrifices we shall freely make.”

Library of  Congress

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/wilson-before-congress/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/united-states-enters-the-war/


Preparing the Nation for World War I

In his speech before Congress, Wilson laid out evidence of  why the United States should now join its 
Allies, Great Britain and France, in the European war that had been raging since August 1914—at 
the cost of  enormous bloodshed and destruction with no end in sight. 

The president described attacks by German spies as well as U-boats targeting medical ships and 
vessels carrying relief  supplies to Belgium which were fair game to enemy sea hunters.  

He proclaimed this was “warfare against mankind,” and assured his audience that “the United 
States could not choose the path of  submission and suffer the most sacred rights of  our nation and 
our people to be ignored or violated.” 

Wilson advised that Congress “declare the recent course of  Imperial German Government to be in 
fact nothing less than war against the government and people of  the United States.” 

In his address, the president outlined the war aims, and stressed that the nation’s motive “will not be 
revenge or the victorious assertion of  the physical might of  the nation, but only the vindication of  
right, human right, of  which we are only a single champion.” 

Furthermore, the president declared, “there is one choice we cannot make, we are incapable of  
making,” and that is “we will not choose the path of  submission.”

President Wilson Now Favors a U.S. Role in War in Europe

Image🔗

https://www.loc.gov/item/2010715626/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010715626/


Legislative versus Executive Branches

The Great War in Europe was proving to 
be a cataclysmic event, which spurred 
Congress to address the nation’s role on the 
world stage.  

As foreign aggression increasingly 
threatened national security, Congress 
refined its isolationist stance by declaring 
war on its enemies.  

To prepare the country for entry into 
World War I, Congress debated and passed 
legislation to recruit citizens to serve their 
country, expand the U.S. citizenry and 
their rights, regulate the domestic economy, 
and define national loyalty. These laws 
forever changed the nation and the 
everyday lives of  all Americans.

National Archives

Congress Backs the President Despite Ongoing Disagreement

https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/congress-and-world-wars
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6011220


–Senator Gilbert Hitchcock of  Nebraska, Speech to the U.S. Senate, April 4, 1917

“We are going to war… to vindicate our honor and to maintain our 
independence as a great nation. We are going to war… in defense of  

humanity.”

Library of  Congress

https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/congress-and-world-wars/debating-wars
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002712868/


America Goes Over
Silent Footage: The U.S. Army Signal Corps Official Films

Run Time: 54 Minutes Video🔗     

https://youtu.be/-mKT-piwHm0
https://youtu.be/-mKT-piwHm0
https://youtu.be/-mKT-piwHm0


Extension Activity: The Military Lens 
 Examining Civic Duty, Conscription, and Enlistment 



Conscription versus Enlistment
Less than six weeks after the United States entered 
World War I, Congress narrowly passed the Selective 
Service Act of  1917, giving the president power to 
draft men for war service.  

The act authorized the conscription of  military 
manpower for the war effort so that the United States 
did not have to rely solely on volunteers as it was 
implausible to raise a sufficient number of  soldiers 
from all sections of  society in equal percentages by 
voluntary enlistment. 

Many American citizens believed it was their patriotic 
duty to support the war effort. The draft was well-
received with relatively low rates of  draft dodging. 

More than 1.3 million men and 20,000 women 
enlisted in the armed forces. Though some Americans 
opposed U.S. entry into the war, many believed they 
had a civic duty to support the war effort. U.S. 
government propaganda sought to mobilize the 
American citizenry through appeals to patriotism and 
civic duty, and by linking U.S. democracy with support 
for the democracies of  Western Europe.

The Selective Service Act of  1917

National Archives

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533713


Library of  Congress

Library of  Congress
On Registration Day all draft-eligible men between ages 21 to 30 
were required to publicly register for the Selective Service at their 
nearest voting stations. The reason for public registration was to 
make enlistment a community decision rather than individual.  

National Registration Day
June 5, 1917

California Digitized Newspaper Collection

National Archives

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/641750
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001699911/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3g09659/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SBN19170605&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------1


WWI saw new rules for conscripting recruits into military service offering the opportunity 
for military age men to serve in various ways within the American Expeditionary Forces, or 
remain on the home front to keep the country and economy stable.  

As recruits shipped out for training, towns across America held farewell parades, proudly 
cheering for the departing soldiers.

Mobilizing the Home Front
Selective Service Allows All to Serve on the Home Front or the Front Line

National Archives

National Archives

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533732
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45542965


Run Time: 50 Minutes

American Soldiers’ in WWI
The War from the Soldiers Perspective

Video🔗     

https://www.c-span.org/video/?426517-2/jennifer-keene-discusses-world-war
https://www.c-span.org/video/?426517-2/jennifer-keene-discusses-world-war
https://www.c-span.org/video/?426517-2/jennifer-keene-discusses-world-war


Patriotism Redefined
With the war underway, some 
German Americans reacted by 
overtly defending their loyalty to the 
United States and enlisting in the 
armed forces.  

Others changed the names of  their 
businesses, and sometimes even their 
own names, in an attempt to conceal 
German ties and to disappear into 
mainstream America.  

Ironically, and contrary to Wilson's 
opinion about divided loyalties, 
thousands of  German Americans 
fought to defend America in World 
War I, led by German American 
General John J. Pershing, whose 
family had long before changed their 
name from Pfoerschin.  

National Archives

German Americans Defend America in World War I

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/alt/german8.html
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533730


American Military Strength

Library of  Congress National Archives

For the first time in its 
history, the nation's 
military would be 
derived largely from 
conscripts rather than 
volunteers.  

General John J. 
Pershing crafted the 
largest army in U.S. 
history from a force that 
in 1915 was a fraction 
of  the size of  the armies 
contesting in Europe.

Library of  Congress

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016679314/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/530766
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/pan.6a35406/


General Pershing and Party Go to France

Run Time: 5 Minutes
Department of  Defense Silent Footage from June 1917

Video🔗     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh7d5qh7b1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh7d5qh7b1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh7d5qh7b1M


Text Resources
"America Enters the Great War." National Archives and Records Administration. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://
www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2017/spring/wwi-america-enters.  

"Congress and the World Wars." The United States Capitol Visitor Center. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://
www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/congress-and-world-wars.  

"Fearing an Autocratic Peace - Echoes of  the Great War: American Experiences of  World War I." Library of  Congress. 
Accessed 2 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-
over-war/for-or-against-war/fearing-an-autocratic-peace/. 

"For or Against War - Echoes of  the Great War: American Experiences of  World War I." Library of  Congress. Accessed 2 
August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/
for-or-against-war/?st=gallery.  

Gerald, James W. Ambassador, Speaker. Loyalty. Guy Golterman, 1918. Transcript. Library of  Congress. Accessed 2 
August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/.  

Lane, Franklin K. Speaker, Nation’s Forum Collection, A. F. R. Lawrence Collection. The Nation in Arms. New York: 
1918. PDF. Library of  Congress. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/.   

U.S. Army Center of  Military History (CMH). World War I Commemorative Brochures. Accessed 2 August 2017. http://
www.history.army.mil/html/bookshelves/collect/wwi-cb.html.  

"Wilson Before Congress - Echoes of  the Great War: American Experiences of  World War I." Library of  Congress. 
Accessed 2 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-
over-war/for-or-against-war/wilson-before-congress/. 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2017/spring/wwi-america-enters
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/congress-and-world-wars
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/fearing-an-autocratic-peace/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/?st=gallery
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/
http://www.history.army.mil/html/bookshelves/collect/wwi-cb.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/wilson-before-congress/


Image Resources
American Victims of  the Lusitania. 1915. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2002712868/.  

Anti-War League Of  The District Of  Columbia. Washington, 1916. Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Printed Ephemera 
Collection. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.20802100/. 

Bain News Service, Publisher. Czar of  Russia, 1912. Photograph. Library of  Congress 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/
ggb2004007456/.    

Bain News Service, Publisher. Georges Clemenceau. Ca. 1917. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/
item/ggb2004007474/.   

Bain News Service, Publisher. Italian Premier, Vittorio Orlando. ca. 1910. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://
www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005023692/.  

Bain News Service, Publisher. Kaiser Wilhelm II. Ca. 1915. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/
ggb2005016892/.  

Bain News Service, Publisher. Lloyd George. Ca. 1916. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/
ggb2006008858/.  

Berryman, Clifford, Artist. Our War Dogs. 1914. Photograph. The Washington Star. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://
www.loc.gov/item/2016679314/.    

Berryman, Clifford. "Reporting for Duty." Cartoon. 2 April 1917. Series: Berryman Political Cartoon Collection, 1896 — 1949 
Record Group 46: Records of  the U.S. Senate, 1789 —  2015. National Archives. 3 August 2017. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6011220.  

Brey, Laura, Artist. Enlist On Which Side of  the Window Are You? United States, 1917. Chicago, Illinois. National Printing & Eng. Co. 
Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/98503178/.  

Chicago Daily News. Children Standing in Front of  an Anti-German sign posted in Edison Park. 1917. Chicago Collection, Cook County, 
Chicago. 3 August 2017. http://explore.chicagocollections.org/image/chicagohistory/71/f766k1g/. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2002712868/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.20802100/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2004007456/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2004007474/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005023692/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005016892/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2006008858/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016679314/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6011220
https://www.loc.gov/item/98503178/
http://explore.chicagocollections.org/image/chicagohistory/71/f766k1g/


Image Resources
Colen, Arthur William, Artist. Register June 5th. The Colonial Press. Philadelphia, 1917. Philadelphia: Committee of  Public 
Safety of  Pennsylvania, Department of  Military Service. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/
item/2001699911/.   

Department of  Defense. General John J. Pershing. General Headquarters, Chaumont, France. 19 October 1918. Series: 
Photographs of  American Military Activities, ca. 1918 - ca. 1981 Record Group 111: Records of  the Office of  the Chief  Signal 
Officer, 1860 - 1985, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/530766.  

Edward Stanford Ltd., Cartographer. The Battle Fronts of  Europe. London: Stanford's Geography with Roberts & Leete Ltd 1917. 
Map. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2016432164/.    

Farren, Joseph A., Artist. Lloyd George, Georges Clemenceau, and Woodrow Wilson. France Great Britain United States, 1928. 
Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017 https://www.loc.gov/item/2010715626/.  

McCutcheon, John T. Creator. The Crime of  the Ages. Who did it? 5 August 1914. Document. Newberry Midwest MS 
McCutcheon, scrapbook series 13, volume 15, Newberry Digital Exhibitions. 3 August 2017. http://publications.newberry.org/
digitalexhibitions/items/show/1333.  

Naughton, Frank, Artist. All depends on the Point of  View / Naughton. United States, 1914. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 
August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2016683786/.    

“Over Ten Million Young Men Registered for Nation’s Service.” San Bernardino News, Volume 43, Number 133, 5 June 1917. 3 
August 2017. https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SBN19170605&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------1.  

Robert Lansing. Memorandum of  the Cabinet Meeting, 2:30–5 p.m. Tuesday, 20 March 1917. Typescript Document. Robert 
Lansing Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-
american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/a-meeting-to-discuss-war/.  

https://www.loc.gov/item/2001699911/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/530766
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016432164/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010715626/
http://publications.newberry.org/digitalexhibitions/items/show/1333
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016683786/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SBN19170605&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------1
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/a-meeting-to-discuss-war/


Image Resources
Rogers, W. A., Artist. Until this Monster is Destroyed, there is No Peace / W. A. Rogers. Germany, 1917. Photograph. Library of  
Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2010717758/.   

Schutz Group Photographers. General Pershing and Major General Dickman, with the officers & men of  the 2nd Division, 
Vallendar, Germany, March, 1919. Prints and Photographs Division, Library of  Congress, Washington, D.C.. 3 August 2017. 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/pan.6a35406/. 

The Anti-War League of  the District of  Columbia Will Hold a Public Meeting 17 November 1915. Ford Peace Plan Collection, 
Manuscript Division, Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/
online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/the-dangers-of-preparedness/.  

U.S. Congress. House of  Representatives. H.R. 3545, An Act to authorize the President to increase temporarily the Military 
Establishment of  the United States (Selective Service Act), 28 April 1917. 65th Congress, 1st Session. Records of  the U.S. Senate, 
National Archives and Records Administration. 3 August 3, 2017. https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/artifact/hr-3545-
act-authorize-president-increase-temporarily-military-establishment.  

Vladimir Ilʹich Lenin, ca. 1920. Photograph. Library of  Congress 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/90714584/.    

War Department. "Are We Downhearted?". 19 September 1917. Series: American Unofficial Collection of  World War I 
Photographs, 1917 — 1918 Record Group 165: Records of  the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 - 1952, National 
Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533732.  

War Department. Drafted Men Reporting for Service. Camp Travis, San Antonio, Texas.1917. Series: American Unofficial 
Collection of  World War I Photographs, 1917 — 1918 Record Group 165: Records of  the War Department General and Special 
Staffs, 1860 — 1952, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533730.  

War Department. President Wilson Before Congress, Announcing the Break in the Official Relations with Germany. 1917. Records 
of  the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 — 1952; Record Group 165: Records of  the War Department General 
and Special Staffs, 1860 — 1952, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533722. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2010717758/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/pan.6a35406/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/the-dangers-of-preparedness/
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/artifact/hr-3545-act-authorize-president-increase-temporarily-military-establishment
https://www.loc.gov/item/90714584/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533732
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533730
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533722


Image Resources
War Department. Recruiting and Draft Service, Parades, Drafted Men. 1917. File Unit: Recruiting and Draft Service - Parades - Drafted Men, 
1917 —1918 Series: American Unofficial Collection of  World War I Photographs, 1917 — 1918 Record Group 165: Records of  the War 
Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 — 1952, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/
45542965.  

War Department. Second Draft. June 1918. Series: American Unofficial Collection of  World War I Photographs, 1917 — 1918 Record Group 
165: Records of  the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 — 1952, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://
catalog.archives.gov/id/533713.   

War Department. Women say Farewell to Soldiers Deployed for War. Series: American Unofficial Collection of  World War I Photographs, 1917 
— 1918 Record Group 165: Records of  the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 — 1952, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 
2017. https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2017/spring/wwi-america-enters.  

War Department. World War I Draft Registration Card for Irving Berlin. 1917. Series: Draft Registration Cards, 1917 - 1918 Record Group 
163: Records of  the Selective Service System (World War I), 1917 - 1939, National Archives, College Park. 3 August 2017. https://
catalog.archives.gov/id/641750.  

Which Bridge Do You Want? United States, 1917. Photograph. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/00653173/.    

"Wilson Has Signed Declaration of  WAR," The Atlanta Journal, Special War Extra, April 6, 1917. Serial and Government Publications 
Division, Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-
over-war/for-or-against-war/united-states-enters-the-war/.  

Woman's Peace Party to the President of  the United States, 29 October 1915. Typescript letter. Woodrow Wilson Papers, Manuscript Division, 
Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/
for-or-against-war/advocating-for-peace/.    

Woman Marching with Peace Sign and U.S. Flag, Disarmament Conference, 1914 — 1922. National Photo Company Collection, Library of  
Congress, Washington, D.C. Accessed 3 August 2017. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/89713568/. 

Woodrow Wilson, bust portrait, facing left, ca. 1916. Photograph. U.S. Army Signal Corps. Library of  Congress. 3 August 2017.https://
www.loc.gov/item/2006683354/.   

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45542965
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533713
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2017/spring/wwi-america-enters
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/641750
https://www.loc.gov/item/00653173/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/united-states-enters-the-war/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/online-exhibition/arguing-over-war/for-or-against-war/advocating-for-peace/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/89713568/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006683354/


Audio/Video Resources
American Soldiers in WWI. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://www.c-span.org/video/?
426517-2%2Fjennifer-keene-discusses-world-war.  

Department of  Defense. Department of  the Army. Office of  the Chief  Signal Officer. 
America Goes Over. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mKT-
piwHm0&feature=youtu.be.  

Department of  Defense. Department of  the Army. Office of  the Chief  Signal Office. 
General Pershing and Party Go to France, June, 1917. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh7d5qh7b1M.  

Gerald, James W. Ambassador, Speaker. Loyalty. Guy Golterman, 1918. Library of  
Congress. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650681/.  

Lane, Franklin K. Speaker, Nation’s Forum Collection, A. F. R. Lawrence Collection. The 
Nation in Arms. New York: 1918. Library of  Congress. Accessed 2 August 2017. https://
www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/.   

https://www.c-span.org/video/?426517-2%2Fjennifer-keene-discusses-world-war
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mKT-piwHm0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh7d5qh7b1M
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650681/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004650675/

