Remapping Europe
Establishing the Traditional Boundaries Claimed as Polish Territory
Prior to the Great War, the territory of Poland was divided among the empires of
Germany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary. The war however, reignited selfdetermination desires of the Polish people. Believing that a nation should be
determined based on the dominant language of the people in a given area
President Wilson and his administration wanted to redraw the country’s borders.
Great Britain feared this approach however as it would give Poland too much of
eastern Germany’s natural resources and industries. This approach would
weaken Germany’s position to pay restitution for the war as well as lead to a
Communist uprising, like the one taking place in Russia.
Directions: Examine the boundaries of Poland prior to and after the war and
answer the geographic analysis questions pertaining to each map.
Map 1
1. Find and circle the location and date of the map’s creation.
2. Find and lightly shade the location with 50–100% population of Poles.
3. List the five natural resources within the location of 50–100% population of
Poles.
4. Find and circle the natural resource in Poland that is near the Czecho Slovak
and Rumania border.
5. Find and circle the name of the sea that is along the coast of Poland.
Map 2
1. What area does the dark red shading on the map indicate?
2. What area does the dark red line on the map indicate?
3. What area does the green line on the map indicate?
4. What area does the yellow line on the map indicate?
5. What nation does the majority of Poland’s proposed borders reside within?
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Dividing the Middle East
Dismantling the Ottoman Empire
The national borders of the Middle East that were established after the 1918 Armistice have
for the most part, lasted to the present day. The peace settlement in the Middle East that
painfully and violently emerged at war’s end implemented the process of imperial collapse
and carved up the former Ottoman Empire. New borders were literally drawn on old maps as
Allied leaders attempted to group peoples by their nationality and languages while also
protecting their own imperial and economic interests.

Directions: Conduct geographic analysis by examining the proposed changes
to the map of the Middle East in the World War I era.
Map 3
1. Highlight or circle the official title of the map.
2. What revised title is handwritten in red on the map?
3. Circle the year was this map originally created.
4. What nation/state under British influence is proposed within the boundaries
of Syria?
5. What two nations are proposed to span the majority of Asia Minor?

Map 4
1. Highlight or circle the official title of the map.
2. What area is indicated by the hand-drawn red vertical lines?
3. What area is indicated by the black dash line?
4. What proposed nation would receive the area marked by blue diagonal
lines?
5. What two territories are proposed by black diagonal lines on the southern
portion of the map?
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KEY
Map 1
1. Washington, October 8, 1918
2. Students should indicate entire area highlighted in pink
3. Iron, Copper, Zinc, Salt, Coal
4. Petroleum
5. Baltic Sea

Map 2
1. Polish Nucleus
2. Polish Fringe
3. French Solution
4. Maximum eastward extension of Polish Nationality
5. Russia

Map 3
1. Part of Asiatic Turkey Showing Distribution of Peoples
2. Proposed Political Divisions and Spheres of Influence in Relation to Race
and According to Formula
3. 1915
4. Jewish State/Homeland
5. Turkey and Armenia

Map 4
1. Bartholomew’s Map of Asia Minor, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Persia
2. Internationalized Area
3. Extreme but undesirable limits of Turkey
4. France
5. Kingdom of Hejaz and the Gulf Sultanates
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