The Treaty of Versailles

German and Central Power Reparations

The German envoy signed the Armistice agreeing to end fighting with the Allies on 11
November 1918. Half a year later in June of 1919, after months of negotiations during the
Paris Peace Conference, the Allies and Germans signed the Treaty of Versailles. The
treaty forced reluctant Germany to shoulder the blame for the war and outlined
reparations that the belligerent nation had to make. The treaty limited the size of the
German military and gave hundreds of square miles of territory back to France and other

invaded nations as well as claimed
Germany’s overseas colonies. The
Treaty of Versailles along with
separate treaties signed between
the Allies and other Central Powers
changed the map of Eastern Europe
with areas once occupied becoming
independent nations. Resentment
on the behalf of the Central Powers
over the terms of the treaties would
hinder international relations for
years to come.

Directions: Examine the terms of the
treaties signed with Germany and
Austria. On a separate sheet of
paper, write a one paragraph
response detailing the geographic
and population changes for each
nation as well as any other
stipulations in the treaties regarding
the recognition of sovereignty or
independence of territories formerly
possessed by the imperial nations.
Next, working with a partner, imagine
that you were a German or Austrian
representative sent to negotiate the
terms of the treaty. Discuss your
thoughts about the outcome of the
treaties and propose alternative
territorial concessions that could
appeased reparation resentment at
the conclusion of World War |.
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MARSHAL FOCH, CARRYING THE SIGNED ARMISTICE,
PREPARING TO TAKE THE TRAIN FOR PARIS.

The most momentous event of the
year 1918 was the signing of the
Armistice between the Allies and
Germany on Nov. 11, which, while
it did not formally end the war,
virtually accomplished that result,
since it made the resumption of

bad their sleeping and dining
q nv( rs in the train, shown on

right of the picture above.
()n|\ trifling modifications were
made in the terms, and after the
armistics was signed Marshal
Foch proceeded to Paris.
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MAP OF SOUTH SEA ISLANDS CAPTURED
FROM GERMANY IN FIRST YEAR OF THE WAR.
I HILE the territory that Germany loses in

Europe is by far of the greatest importance,

a vastly larger area measured by square
miles is lost to her in what was formerly her colonial
empire. The islands in the South Seas represent
95,660 square miles and a population of 600,000.
These will henceforth be administered by the
Australians and Japanese. In Africa the manda-
taries of the League of Nations come into controi
of Togoland, 33,000 square miles; Kamerun, 191,-

130; Southwest Africa, 322,450, and East Africa, &{& ”MZJ 2

384,180, aggregating 931,460 square miles. In ion| ="

China, Kiao-Chau and the Shantung Peninsula, from A NIGERIA Dsa
which the Germans were ejected in 1914, were m ‘_;.“ o (&2 (O

definitely ceded to Japan, which has bound itself
at some unspecified date to return them to Chinese
sovereignty. Germany had been building ap her
colonial empire for many years and in the peace KAMERUN
discussions vigorously protested against their loss. .l‘ ’/oagg m:;_
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TERRITORY IN AFRICA AGGREGATING OVER 900,000 SQUARE MILES,
FORMERLY UNDER GERMAN N'I‘ROI*Y OW TAKEN FROM HER BY
PEACE TREATY.
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Austrian Peace Delegates

and

Terms of Treaty

terms with Germany, as by

far the most formidable of
the Central Powers, naturally
came first in time and impor-
tance, but shortly after the Ger-
man treaty was delivered at Ver-
sailles the Austrian peace terms
were handed to the Austrian del-
egates at St. Germain-en-Laye,
near Paris. The ceremony took
place on June 2, 1919, and was
devoid of the unpleasant incidents
that characterized the session at
Versailles. Austria was left by
the treaty a state of from 6,000,
000 to 7,000,000 people, inhabit-
ing a territory of from 5,000 to
6,000 square miles. She was re-
quired to recognize the complete
independence of Hungary, Czech-
oslovakia and the Serb-Croat-
Slovene State and to cede other
territories which previously in
union with her composed Austria-
Hungary. She was also stripped
of her naval and aerial forces,
and compelled to'renounce all her
extra European rights and accept
the provisions of the League of

Nations covenant.

THE framing of the peace

(At left.) Austrian envoys in the
garden of the villa assigned to
them in the suburbs of Paris.
Chancellor Karl Renner, head of
the delegation, is seated at left.
Their freedom of movement has
been only slightly restricted.

CERMANT,, s & \ /

> o i =

-

oKANIZSA

o
BOLOGNA © PETRONATZ

N
|

°
GoTTSCHEE

7 // Z
/// .

oAy

PeANIALUKA

RAVENNA \ \
" VB O S TN AU A
RiMiN . oTRAVNIK
[# % o
°, Pesare
FLORENCE a5
ANCONA e
-
o
L35 MAcERATA
—
° w
ASco)
N ey u-
CARNIOLA HA(:USA‘\

$MONTENEGRO

,I'
ETm.:z

=

SCALE OF MILES
el

o0
] 7 TERRITORY T0 BE RESTORED 70
Yenco |\ Tracy owein Téaty o conoow
ABOITIGWAL TESRITORY
LAIMED 8!
--/erlmmmwn anr/[fj 101%|
= BOUNDARIES OF PROVINCES

Perinoist )

N

DURAZZ0,

(Above.) Chateau Francois Premier at St.

Germain-en-Laye, a suburb of Paris, where the

Austrian peace delegates had the treaty handed

to them on June 2, 1919. The treaty left

Austria a mere shadow of its former self and

effectually removed her as a menace to the
peace of Europe.

(At left.) Former Austrian territory in dis-
pute between Italy and Jugoslavia. Fiume,
the former seaport of Austria-Hungary, was
one of the storm centres of discussion. It is
here shown with other harbors.
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Demonstrations in Berlin Against Treaty Terms

(Above.)‘ Great throngs
assembled before the Reich-
stag in Berlin to protest
against the peace terms as
soon as they had become
known. There was a chorus
of denunciation from peo-
ple, press, and pulpit, and it
was declared that such
terms could not possibly be
accepted. The only excep-
tions were the Independent
Socialists who declared for
any treaty that would pro-
vide “bread and work.”
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s i ‘[ 1 (Above.) National Union
\ 1 “;i 1 i of Young Germans gath-
il ; ] ered before the Roon Mon- -

4 ument in Berlin bearing
- A - ; ] flags and placards inveigh-

y ing against the peace
treaty. Placard at the right
reads: “In 1648-1684 Louis
4 XIV. stole German-Alsace
e i, : e from us: In 1919 Clemen-
- ceau steals it.”
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(At left.) “Protest of Ger-
mans from foreign coun-
o - Yries .and from those hav-
s iy %j mg. investments : !:h ere

e !ﬁ, against. the conditions of
necas, the peace treaty that ad-
RUSSLAND 0003y sl 5 versely affected their prop-
e c erties. Dr. Friedrich Nau-
d ! & mann, the noted advocate
of the “Mitteleuropa” I I

project, is addressing them
before the Berlin Museum.
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For additional resources to complete this activity please
examine the terms Germany imposed upon France at
the end of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871 to
gain greater contextual understanding of the Treaty of

Versalilles.
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