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*Battle Experiefices ished pericdically to disseminate rapidly ccmbat
information which may have training value for other units. Although not neceasarily
applicadble to all units in all situations, the items are based on actual experiences
and are reccmmended for careful consideration, Contributions of similar material will
be welgomed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or coptrury exe

periences are particularly desired,
—M’W

R. B. LOVETT
Brigadier General, USA
Adjutant General

By camend of geneoral EISENHOWER:

I ADVANTAGES OF SELF FIRIT AID.

*We train our men to apply first aid to themselves., In giving the training some
Den in each campany are declared wounded in a certain mamner, They are then checked,
timed and corrected on their application of firast aid to themselves. This system
accompliolies these good reoulte; It dewvweoses tue lues of “flrv power and exposure of,
individuals trying to help another who is wounded, and increases the men's confidence
in their own treatment, therebly decreasing thoir fear of wounds and their suscepti-

bility to shoek, Wo require ‘each man to carry three firat aid packets in battle --
Cne in his helmet, cne on. his lu,pondon and.cae on his bolt,.*-<Repors of III Corps umit,

I BASDC THE CENSOR'S JOB.

*An Australien unit has found it beneficial to post ceonsored portions of letters
on bulletin boards, with brief comments by the censor officer explaining why thay were
censcred, Bnlisted men have praised thie as & big help and censcrs have found it
lightened their load to a remarkable degree. The following rules are etrictly observed:

a, °*§o matters having even o remote comnnection with persocpal or fomidy matters
are posted, . . .

b. *Typed toples of the extracts are posted 50 there is no chance of the writer's
1dentity being revealed by his handwriting. ) '

6, *Exomples which bemefit the greatest punber are selected and comments are always
trieffand comstructive rather thhn critical,.*--Intelligomce Balletin, MID, F¥D.

111 &.2 MORTARS.
1. ?;_'b-hn E.Eto, *A wooden sub-base plate twice the size of the 4.2 mortar base

Plate P the regular plate from simking when firing in very wet ground,
The wooden plate is made 80 the spades will fit into it and 18 always dug in,

2. gpere mortar opn position, *0Ooe spare mortar is kipt at each plascom positicn’
and used when substitute parts are needed immedisteoly. Ropair is made later,
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3. st fuzes befare fir _ "All sbtell fuzes are tosted Doth before firing and
at the position during firing to imsure against barrel bdurats, Three faulty fuzes
ware discovered in cne day wham using this method,’..l$, Co 0, 924 Cal Mortar g,

IV RGINEERS A3 INFANTRY,

An engineer combat battalion committed in a defensive role s infantry during the
recent German coumtercffensive belisves that the following prectices would help prejare
other engiseer units for similar emergencies;

&, "Train as many men as possible with bazockas and maohine gms and continwe to.
give ahort refresher periocds of instruotiom. All perscanel should be familiar with
these weapoms, -

b, *Train a largs aumber of men to lay and repair field wire, When woods made
o redics ineffective wa had to depead ca wire for cosmunicatiom, Eash company and
platoa should carry at least cme-balf mile of combat wire and ome field phcme.

e *"Mxmt litter recks cm at least o j-tom truck per ecmpany,”--After Actiom
Repart of L58th Eagr Ocmbdat B, . -

V IRACEFS SCARE GERMANS.

*Osrmen priscasts attribute the failure of their atteck a Bastogne ¢a the
of 30 Decesber, ia large part to the lavish expenditure of tracexr bullets by the
defenders, All priscners questicoed stated that the illuminaticm by the trecers made
every soldiar feel that he ccomld not go further without being spotted and that mcrale
was lowerel considerably booause every tracer bullet "locked as if it were ooming right
at you,' Even enexy perscnnel that already had seen five years of warfare, including
the Stalingred battle, camented that the display was more frightening than anything
they had experienced previcusly,*--0-2 Periciis Repart, 34 Arny,

V1 EEPAIR OF FIELD TRIEPHONES, '

1, E&.&'ﬁ‘:‘_‘_‘l‘_“r‘b SRew but defective 34 70 and BA 80 radio deexies
sometimes can Do TO woark 0y & simple expedient, Remove the battery from the radio,
out around the terminal base with a knife, 1lift up the dage, and reccmnect any of the
wires found troksm 10086 -~ the usual cause of such troubls,

2, D't throw a uugg away, *Osrtain damged KE-8 telephcues often can be
made to wak as follows; the L.l terminal only is damaged, cne strand of the line
wire can be changsd to the 'battery minuy' post and, with the other strand e the L2
oonneoticm, the phome will work satisfastarily, If both the L-1 and 1.2 terminals are

dezaged, fasten the black wire from the haxd get to the poaitive pole and the white
wire to the megative pole of the RA-30 batteries; them ccmnedt the line wire strands

onthe "dattery plus' and ‘battery minus! terminals, has warked up to five miles,*
—-After Astica Repart of 115th Inf Regt. S\‘\W

"Priscasrs must be for weapons, Several bhowrs after capture
me wounded priscoer was f ve a long knife while anctber handed the medical
officer a band grensde,*-.0s of 0o H, 376th Inf Regt,

VIII SESING MORTAR BOUNID,
“When visidbility is poor or there is heary artillery fire rear the target, nortars

oan e registered by using smcke shell, The two ar three rounds of smoke shell will
not dsoresss visidility,*-.0s of Co H, 376th Inf Regt,
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*Battle mnom.‘i" poriodically to dissexminate rapidly cosbat
informmtion which may have training value for other units, Although not necessarily
applicable to all units u all situations, the items are based on actual experiences
and are rwcommended for ‘careful consideration, OContridutions of similar material will
be wloomed from all individuals and unite; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-
periences are partioularly desired,

By ccmmand of Genmeral EISENHOWER:

LT ot

R. B. LOVETT
Brigadier General, USA
Ad jutant General

-

*Cub plane observers with the task of spotting for and orienting fighter-bombers
scaotimes have trouble getting the fighter-bomber pilots to soe the targets on which
the oub i3 bdriefing taems A successful solution has been to tape together throe red
sxoks rifle grenades, pull all the pins, and drop tham from the cudb on a point near
the targot, The target location is then descrided with reference
~-Alr OP Officer, VI Corpa.

II DEROVISED 75MM HEAT SHELL.
*High explosive antitank (HEAT) shells for our 7S5am guns were improvised by

-

to the M =oke,*

"holng the HEAT projectile from the 75=m howitzer shell in the 75mm gun shell case,

We obtained excellont rosmulfs,*--Maj, 19lst Tank Ban, (MNote: The Ordnance Section,
Headguarters Buropsan Théater of Operations states thats thexe is no odjection to
this practice but that the subatitution produces only a slight isprovement in the *
effectivensss of the fire,)

111 RECONNAISSANCE BY FIRE. .

*Advanoing tanks must employ reconnaissance by fire =« shoot at any object be-
hind which an antitank gun might be concealed., Such fire should be used, where pos«

. sible, at rangss greater than 2000 yards, Failure to shoot up haystacks on one

oecasion cost several tanks,*--Training Directive, 7th Armd Div,
IV LOOK OOT FOR MDES IN A THAW.

"Many enexy mines have been temporarily neutralized dy the collection of snow
and ice’ in the detonating meshanism between the prong and the fuze or botwoen the
spider and the fuze. These again becomes a mennce when the spow and ice melt,*--
¢/S, IIX Corps .

-1
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1. Many uses. *We have used flares effectively in the following ways:

4« "0 call for or atop prearranged fires.

be "o locate an onemy tank for our tapnk destroyers. If the tank deatroyer doos
pot find the targsot another flare is fired and tracers are used to point out the tar-
got,

¢ "As trip flares to provent our outposts being purprised,*--CO, 4th Ba, 1434
Inf Regt.

2. QCautiopn. T'If tracers aro (ving ussd do not fire red flares for sigoals --
thoy are too ewssily confused nth oncr sor, Changes in the seguence and color
of flarcs must bo made frequently to guard inat German trickery.*--Lt, Co K,
301st Iof Regte.

VI GUARDDO MINEFIELDS.
"It i5 sometimes necessary during an attack to leave one man to guard a locatoed

minerield, In one casa casualties resulted bocause a minefield was not marked or *
guarded after the leading elements pcued safely,"=-08 of Co H, 376th Iuf Regt.

VII TRACTION DEVICE FOR LIGHT TANIS.

*The most satisfactory means of providing increased tractiom for light tenks on
snow and ice has been the substitution of a rubber block shoe fgr every sixth ateel
shoc, and attachment of alx grousars per track, sach one apaced zbout midway belween
the rubber block shoes.*—Mrj, S-3, 6th Car Op.

VIII 60MM FUZES ON S1a( SHELLS.

*Fo have found that the use of the &O0mm quick fuze on the 8l=m shell gives much

cptor antipersonnel offect. The Slim fuze permits the shell to dig in too deeply
tor maximum effects The £0mm fuzes that are made of plastic often crack when baing
removed -- the matal fuze can de removed without trouble. A tcol made by the Kelly
Tool and Die Company and which can be odtained through the quartermaster, facili-
tates rexmoval of the &0mm fuzes,'--C0, Co D, 399th Inf Regt.

IX WINTERIZED WATER TRUCK.

"We boarded in the 3ides and rear and put a zino roof on our 6 x 6, 2h-ton ser-
vice coupany water truck to prevent our water cans aplitting during freezing woathers
The sides and ~ear door are of refrigerator-type construction. Prorvisions are made
for Heating, if boccasary. The truck has saved many water cans and makes unnocodsary
the heating of eac an botoro using. *~-5~3, 745th Tk Bn.

#":"*- b s
\ |

*Wo have had oxcolumt. r H)-t unozpocted bouwse with little or
no preparatory fires, On one ococasion we anac on the run following three vol-
loys of assault gun fire and found the Jerries in foxholes with their heads dowr
awaiting four or five minutes more of preparatory fire, The positior was casily
cloaned out with hand gronades,®=--00, 4th Cav Op.

4
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strike and angle of fall, %o eliminate this we fire mropagmnda shells fram & roving
1S FEB 1945 gun or just before we move to a new positiom,®.-lith AD, Div Arty Secticm.

"Battle npa-i ished pericdiscally to disseminate rapidly combat V 50 CALIRER MACEINE GUN COMPANY.
informetion whioch may ha ing value for other anits, Although not necessarily
applicably to all units in all ntmu'qu. the items are based on astual experiences "o crganized a machine gun company of six platomns in cder to fully employ
and are recommendsd for careful comsideratidn, Contridbutions of similar saterial will owr ,50 caliber machine gum, One platoon was crganized fram each u.tu;t.ry battalion
be welocaed from all individuals and wunite; reports of ocxrroborative or confrary ex. and cne each from the antitenk, service and canncn &cmpanies, No mon were taken from
poriances are partioplarly desired, rifle bompanies,.’-.00, 175th Inf Regt.

By ocamend of Oeneral EISENHOWER; VI CANDLES IN FOCHOLES,
R, B. LOVETT *Candles, ospecially of the Qerman trench typs, bave jroved valusdle in fox-

Brigadier General, WBA boles for drying socks and for warming hands and feet, They can de used in covered
A4 jutant Qenersl faxholes without violating blackout disoipline.®--Co, 24 Bn, 275th Inf Regt.

L IAE AOTIVITIES, I v :
1. M“L”&mﬁ *We facilitate tank repair by requiring a de. "We have kept owr portable water purificaticn unit’from freesing by placing it

tailed damage report as socn as tank is hit, This enables maintenance perscoe in an enclosed coe.ton trailer heated by a tent stove, The trailer bows are raised
nelto go to the soens with the proper material to do the job, to & height of eix feet and a sand filter and sterilizing unit is placed inside, A
.tent stove, M.1941, with oil buxner, is used to maintain the desired tespersture,
2, w "Many tenksrs’ are too tank baund, Tank pla. Placing the tarpaulin over the improvised top gives added protectiom.*--00, 634

toon leaders sergeants can give betfer advice to the infentry occmmander mm tank Eagr (C) Bn,
exployment if they reccnnoiter on foot befcre an attack.'--00 B, 774th Tk Bn,
VIII EECOMMETAT IQNS FOR PATROLS.
3. hieols reo 4 'Mctmhdnhxohhukgoohdutrukﬂxu
bogie wheels ¥he track can spun oo with case if a T-2 recovery wehicls is used to 1, *¥hite oloth sewn cn the bask to provide identificaticn was too

raise the treckless side.”..Bn Maint Seotiom, 774th Tk Bn, ecnspioucus though the night was dark, A cne-inoh band of white material around
the bead covering is better,

b - e ottty i o e e '
on the our to e e those lost or by the’ acocampanying 2, Clothing, *Denims are better tham wool as they dry more repidly, Their use

infantry in battle.,”-.Co C, 774th Tk Bn, also permits baving a dry woolen unifcrm to obange into,

I CLOSE SUPPORT BY 4.2 MORTAFRS, 3. Buddy system. *The buddy system probably saved a life when a man was seized

with orexps while svimming a strean,'..lS, 24 pn, 115th Inf Regt,
"%e have found that the most effective olose syport from mortars is obtained

by making the beavy weapons company commpander responsible for all mortar suppart, = !
both crganic and attached, e cordinates the zmortar fires with the artillexry,

Cbeexrver teams from the beavy weapons company are placed with each rifles company, *The divisicn artillery fyrnishes an SCR 610 to each regiment and the regi.

They are composed of one noncamissioned officer, a telephme cperator and a lineman monts, tenk destrayer Ratt s monitar the artillexy
and are oquipped with an SCR 300 and a telepbone, Fire control is through a fire cbservation plane ¢ n the location of owr
control center but it cnly designates the section ar platoon to fire, Fire ad just. front lines as zuch as obtained by ground means.*
ment is bandled directly between the ocbserver and the gum position,'..00, 34 Oml Bn, w3-3, &M Div Arty,

IIL WEITE PHOSPRORUS IN SNOW.

*White phosphorus loses much of its effectivecess in mow.-the particles are
buried and the amount of smoke givem off is greatly redwed,® ..00, 34 Oml Bn,
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*Bottle mriomn- pericdically to dissexminate repidly combat
information which may have tmmiu value for other units, Although not necessarily
applicadble to all units in ull situations, the items Are based on actual exppariences
and are reccmmended for careful consideration. Contributicns of similar material will
be weloccmed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-
Periences are particularly desired, .

By command of General EISENHCWER:

*In Battls Experiences No, 41, 20 Jeanuary 1945, & mine clearing team developed
British enginecers wns described. PFurther tests have established that back-
& bulldozer cannot be relied upon to detonate Schu mines, due to unovenness
ground, Also the use of the EZ 44 anti-lifting device by the ememy would make
of the mines impracticable.'--~Repart from 2lst Army Group.

IT ISE OF CAMOUFIAGE NETS AS AOAD MATS.

*Cancuflage nets were used as road mats to move bogged down vehicles. A truck got
8tuck one night and two other wehicles mired trying to mowe it., PFinally, using camou-
flage nets as mats, the weohicles nowd out under their own power.'--Co B, 279th Eagr
(C) m.

1T CQUTROL OF SMALL QOTS.

*W used the following standing operating procedure for ssall unit control at
halts and in biwousc: When the platoons disperse, the platoon leader selects a spot
easily identified even in the dark and designates it as the platoon assembly point,
The section, if any, and squad leaders then take similar actiom. After each unit is
disperbed a runner is sent to the next higher echelon, A loader allows no men $0
leave his squed area or even to move about indiscriminately within this area after
dark, To assembdlo, the men move cuocuhnly to their squad, section and platoon
assembly points, t~-lst Inf Dv,”

IV TRICK TO CAPTIRE PRISONERS.

' oo use a simple trick to gain additional priscners. We force those already cap-
tured to move along a treil with their bands down. Other Germans will join them -- and
when thoy discover the trick it is too late to do snything about it. On ome cocasion a

group of five was increased to 12 by using this method.*--Company Commander, 329th
Inf Regt,

WW2:ETO

v EERUECRENTS.

*I» orgenized 35 reinforcements into a platoom led by a dattle-tested sergeant,
They were given a 48 bhowr training course followed by a battle mission on which they
ware thoroughly btriefed. The balance of the company provided supporting fire while
this’ platoon attocked, In &5 minutes the platoon took thq objective killing eight
and captuwring 1§ at a cost of three wounded, Units larger than a platoom abould not
be organited entirely of reinforcements and no campany should have more than cne such
platoomy If only enocyugh reinforcements are received to crganize a aquad, arganize it
rather than distribute the reinforcements.*--0-1 Section, L th Inf Div,

VI REXCID ROAD BADNTINANCE.

sFree:ing, thawing, and prolonged wet weather are accelerating the breakdowm of
roads in delgium and Luxembourg, Breakdown usually starts at the shoulder wnd works
toward the center, Maintenance requirements can be reduced by:--

a8, v"nking traffic cne-way where pqasibdle,

b, *Requiring all vehicles to use the center of the road and prohibiting passing
by wehicles over lj-toms,

¢, *Inforoing speed U.nit-.'--.l:g‘ Qs VIII Corpe,

VIX LIGHT TANKS TSSD WITH INFANTRY JN WOODS.

1, Relcraeat, *W gained swprise in using our light tanks with infastry in
woods by having them follow the infantry from phase line to phase line, When resist-
oance was met they would go up quickly, with guides, and spray enemy positions with
canister and .30 caliber machine gun fire. Ons section tanks was assigned each
ascould rifle compeny. Mine removers moved Just bebind she infentsy ead cleared routes
for the tanks, All oclearings were checked by the infantry for antitank positions,
“bmpoulbl.. the tanks moved off the trails and covered cne another, Om each tank
the bow gmner sovered the area to the loft and the coaxial gunner the area to the
right.

2, Infantry on the Sapks, *We had two infantrymen ride each tank -~ onme was an
autcmatic rifleman and the other manned the tank antiaircraft gun. BEach carried
grenades and used the turret for protection., It was found best to give them definite
fields of fire,

d'nor pes, *Four mines and fuzes were carried in each tank and used
by tbo for local protection.*--774th Tk Bo.'

)
w which wo bolieve improves the effectivenscss
the

of egineer support of of ocur compemies .is assigned to each regi-
ntel combat team and keeps a lial Ticer at segimental headgquartere, An engineer
Platoon leader with a squad equipped with shovels and =mine detectors is apsigned to
each infastry battalion and is kept ready to mowve cut -- usually om mine removal --
without delay, The remainder of the company is held in readiness to reinfarce the
squads or perform other tasks, A tank doser is given to the engineer jarty with the
leading bettalion or other battalion moving down the main supply route.*--C0, 1llth

BEagr (C) M.
END
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‘Bat lished periocdically to disseninate repidly ccmbat

infarmation which may have training valus for other wnits, Although not necessarily
ayplicable to all unite ib all situaticns, the items are dased m sctual experisnces
and are reccemended for careful consideration, Omtributions of similar material will
be wolocmed from all individuals and units; repoarts of carodbarative or cmtrary ex.
perisnces are partiocularly desired,

By comand of OQeneral EISENHOSER;

MIINT SO PP PO TP ® SO SO S SBP SR SR TS Ced S e e eS Seee SD SOSS ces S e e oo

*Iwo American soldiers hid for a considerabls time in & Osrman cocupied towm, which
was under fire from American artillery, They made the following comments on the fire,
'Shells with instantansous fuze would explode when they hit the roofs causing little
m the lower flocres., Shells with delay fuze were very ffective in destroying
b « The Germans suffered few casualtiss from the artillexry -- they stayed in
the basements at night and would go into them Quring the day wvhen the fire bdegan to
fall,"..00, lst Bn, 1434 Inf Fegs.

11 PATROLL N,

"Wen & patrol reaches its odbjective and finds no enemy it should radio the infor.
mticn dback 80 that the pceition may be gquickly ccoupiod in strength., Then wo crossed
the Moselle River, a patrol sent into Kcenigsmeoher found the town cleer of eneay end
a caupany was moved uwp immediately to coowpy 1t,%--8.2, 357th Inf Regt.

111 MARGEDW FIRE,

"When explaying marching fire we provide a continuous and well distriduted volume
of fire by having the odd and even nugbered men advaihce altermately, Bach group moves
farvard four or five yards and the men stop, fire to the front, right, and left, then
move foxrward again, The light mashine guns are fired from the line oo the mareh, The
heary machine gums deliver fire either overhead or through gaps in the line, We have
found marohing fire equally valuable in woods and villages and recently uud it in
capturing a town and over 400 priscmers.®--00, 329tk Inf Regt.

v DEROVEED MAP FROTECTCRD,

*To protect maps used by ocur forward observers, wo have made coverings from the
trangparent powder sacks in 155-mm howitzer ammmition, These sacks may be used as
they are or made into envelopes by outting them and sealing the odges with adbeaive
tape, Infantry units can odtain these powder sacks from the artillery for evory
pedium dattalion receives mare than they can use,-.Ex O, 974th ¥ya Bn,

‘ 1

V QETTING CABLE ACROSY STREAMS.

1. By boat, +The firat boat %o cross a swift stream should be a light boat with
a4 mmall cutboard motor, oarrying two or threeo men and a light line to be used in draw-
ing over a cable, large boats are harder to handle befcre the cable is in and the
large? propellers are likely to striks obstacles and become disabled,

2. renade 0n ons occasion when two boats had boem loet while attespting
$O carTy & catle over a awift stream, we used a rifle grenades to & the Job, Engineer
tape was tied to the grenade and fired across the river, Men cn the f ar shore then
pulled over a telepbone wire and, finally, the cadble,*--CO, Reserve Combat Commend,
6th Armored Div,

VI EACKNOASD WIRE CARRIEH.

1. seripticn, *A packboard wire currier from which wire unreels from a man's
back was from an RL-27-B axle, & DR-§ reel (made 10 pounds lighter by cutting the
metal from between the spokes) and a pike pole. The axle is out and fitted into a
bearing housing, which is welded to strap iron Wraces bolted 0 a plywood packboard,
A pike roller mounted on & pivot that swings through a 90 degree arc at the bdottom of
the packioard prevents the wire from kinking,

2., Jow used, *The first man of the regular two-men team carries this special
reel, The moond man uses a packboard to carry wire that has been removed from ita
reel and wound for the packboard reel. Wien the first wire pays cut, this second load
is merely slipped oo to the wire carrier ca the first packboard,

L. Emtnﬂu, sRlimination of tha saaond reel lightens the load 22 pounds. An
additional half mile of ¥=110 wire can be carried by the two man team, The two men
also have their hands free for wire tying, climbing, and using their weapons.*--37th
Inf piv (Pacific theater). ’

VIl ZIRGX PIGEIDG.

1. @ t4 *Wo organize each rifle platoon into two sectioms for street
fighting -- cne to assault and the other to cover, BEach as¢cticn has ¢wo autamatic
rifle teams and a bazooka team, All men have several hand and white phosphorus
grenades,

2, Procedure. *®e attack rapidly and aggressively, clearing each building in
the order of first floor, second floor and cellar, BEach succeeding building is
covered from the top floor of the building just cleared.*--00, 329%h Inf Regt.

Vi m%
*An 3CR-28§ raedio “'“im“tm with the regimental

Service Wrain and regimental command battalion supply activities.
In one instance the use of the radio resulted in the movement of emergency assmmni-
tion from the dump twonty minutes before the foot messengor arrived with the request
for it,%--C0, 116th Inf Regt,

IX SURDITUIR ATROIA POR SCB-300 RADIO.

*The flexible steel antenna from the Germen pack set mounted on the antenna base
for the 3CR-300 redic has proved mcre efficient and durable than the AN-130. It is
not &ffested by weather.r--00, 116th Inf Regt.
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and are recommended for careful consideration, Contributions of similar mhterial will
be welocomed from all individuals and units; reports of cormoboretive or contrary ex-
periences mre particularly desired. é

" By commend of Geperal EISENHOWER: E P
R, B. Lovery a
Brigadier Cemsral, USA
Ad jutant General

e - - . e P S R — E—

I MAKDO *SNOY CREAN'.

*0ur kitchens made ice creoam by filling a marmite can insert with snow and adding
two cans of evaporated milk, sugar and flavoring. Flavoring can de wvanilla, 0oooca,
fruit juioces, peaches, pineapple or fruit cotktail. oggs, Af obtainable, help
She mixture, Individuals can maks similar ice cream Uy rilling oantean cups with
snow, adding lemon or orenge powder or ohocolate mix from the 'K' or 'C' retionm, and
stirring to a smooth paste. Milk improves the mixture dut is not nmtnl. Freah-
fallen snow is but.'o-398th Inf Regte

I WRISTLATS FROM WOOLEN S0CKS.

"Dprovised wristlets were halpful in cold weather training cperations, Fleld
Manual 31-15 bes tham as follows: A comvepient and comfortable wristlet can
be improvised by cutting off the toe of a wool sodk, pulling the lag of the scok up
over the forearm, sllowing the fingers to project through the toq of the sock, and
mking & hole in the side of the sock foot for the thumb, '*«eHy, Sixth Army Group.

11 R TRIGL

*During relief of a front line unit in darkness and rein, five men were beard
moving betwesn the lines and the ocutpost, A man in an adjacent foxhole heard ome
of the five say: 'It's & hell of a night, ian't 1t7' Next morning ocoupants of
the cutpost were missing and there were rootpﬂnu leading toward the ensmy lines.
The etemy had taken advantege of the limited wisidility and bad weatbher for a sue-
ossaful 'sooak reidl*--0-2 Repart, 100th Inf Div,

. . "Be relieve units of wapons platoons and
daylight if possible., This givesrelieving uni
apd Tiring deta,*--350n n:: Regt.

WW2:ETO

'V UNRULODED MUES.

o
*A mige checking detail from our ammunition section goes ahead of the battery
to check newly prepared positions for the presence of mines unexploded dbecause of
frozen ground. Many such mines have been disecovered since the thaw began,*--Prt
Tom Hazard, Btry C, S500th Armd FA.Bn.

VI GALLROIN.

*An effective check for a sentry in doubt i3 to ask the challenged person to
give his serial number and his service command, then check whetfer or not the pro-
per figures in his serial mamber correspond to the service command, *--Prt Tom

VIl ARORED BATTALION NOTES.

1. Smoke, *Our artillery and mortars use one round of white phosphorus to
every five of high explosive to smoke the front and flanks of enemy positions and
effectively screen our movemsnts. On several cocasions the white phosphorus has
caused enamy tank crews o abandon their vehioles oaly to coms under the high ox~
mu" burste.

2. tect shrapnel., *Drivers can reduce shrapnel dacage to
tires aad rediators dy taking care to park vehicles along the off sides of duild-
ings or in defilade’away from the direction of enemy artillery. Placing a ten-in-
one ration box in front of the rediator also affords protection.

3e u%m;_(m_gm *Moving the antenna from its position behind
the turret mounting it in front eliminates the dampge to the antenna caused
by.swinging against the turret door. This mounting also permits the tank com-
mander to bend the antenna toward him when going under trees azd other obstacles
:‘.::M of tying it down as defore and redusing its renge,*=-0s, lst Bn, 334 Armd
° ‘

VIII GRAVES REGISTRATION SJUAD.

*Our battalion organized a four-man graves registration squad to recover our
own and enamy dead and twrn them over to the regimental graves registretion of-
fice. The squad is attached to ‘tho battalion aid station and uses & jeep and

trailer from the heavy weapons company. The squad also has the s econdary mission
of battlefield salvage,.®--0, 399th Inf Regt.

x m

Neabers of a benzedrine tablet befare miu
out increased alert reflex action, *~-395th Inf
Regt.

X SKIN FROTECT ION,

%o bave found that rubdbing drushless sheving oream into the skin will prevent
chapped hands and face,*--After Action Report, 110th FA Ba,

-2 -
BD
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"Battle Experiences® are shed pariocdically to disseninate repidly combat
infamation which may have training value for other units, Although not necessarily
applicabls to all units in all situations, the items are based on sotuml experisnces

and are reccmwnded far careful oconsideration, Omtridbutions of similar material will

be welocmed from all individuals and units; reparts of carrobarative ar omtrary ex.
periences are particularly desired,

By cemmand of General B LSENHOTER; —
"t

Brigadier Qeneral, THA
Ad jutant Qeneral

* Lantorns will burn longer without failure if leaded gasoline is first filtered
through & discarded gas mask oanister,®..99th Inf Div,

11 PROTROTIGN FCR 57464 OUN BORES. '

A 'K' ration ocellophans dag over the mmale will keep the boxe of a 57.mm gun
olean and it doess not have 50 be removed for firing,%--99th Inf Div,
.

IO POTER BAGS FREVET TRENGE YOQT.

*To keep feot warm and 4ry, put on thin sccks then cellophans paper bags from
155-m azsmunition, then anotbher pair of thin scoks, Be sure shoes are largs enough
that the added thickness will not impair blood oiroulaticn,'--99th Inf Div,

IV QOMPASSES YR VIS UAL CQNTAOT AT NIGHT,

*Night wire ocxews and smmll patrols tied wrist compasses to the rear of their
oartridge delts, The luminow dials served as guides and thus eliminated the meed
for noisy signals,'.-99th Inf Div,

Y LAYING ANTITARK MOWS IN SNOW.

"Because forks freeze and stirings often break, mine laying teams have troudle
pulling safety forks at night in cold weather, This can be overoame by pulling the
forks in daylight and reinserting theam carefully with the string outside the spider,
We use W130 wire as a base line when laying mines in snow because it is more easily
seen than white trecing tape.*--99th Inf My,

WW2:ETO

BE 66

I ;

"Put heating units in dofiladed dugouts in rear of ccmpany positicms, As meals
are brought up, reheat them in these dugouts before sending them to front line
plasoons,®--99th Inf Div,

VI KGEPING AXES D PICIS,

*In woods fighting carry at least cne extra axe per squad, Do not let axes o
pick mattocks be evaowmted with wounded or sick, They save lives when it is necess.
ary to dig in and provide overbead cover rapidly.*--99th Inf Div,

VIII SnEDING UP FREQUISITICNS.

"o ardoance light maintenance ocmpeany gives each truck a vouohar register
Jather than requiring that all papess be vouchered at a central office, This elim.
inates ihe bottlemeck of seweral units appearing at the seme time with requisiticns
to be validated, It also allows the issuing olerk, who is in daily ommtect with
the naing wnit, to bave at hand the status of dues-in, duss-out, the number of
Geadlines and oritioal items under his ocontrol.*--5R4 ord Light Maint Co,

*If a casualty cocurs in a mined area, litter vearers who are sent up should
be 80 ixfarmed, A man trained in mine removal can then scocmpeny the litter team
ad prevent additicnal casual$ies.®..1t, lst Bo, 333 Inf Regt,

I ENaMr RELIEs OF UNITS.

“The eneay places beavy artillery and mortar fire on us whils relieving his
front line units, After beavy shellings be alert for new enssy unit identificaticns.*
-=99th Inf Ddv,

I ROPOACTICS SAVE EQUIPMENT.

*Rutber rophylactios koep breath moisture from oollsoting on redio and tele.
phcne mauthpisces and freezing, -They also make good covers for antitank gun sights.*
””‘. Int m’o

-

III ERSSLLION TANN DIFANIRY ATTACKS.

*Machine gun fire on tanks -m draw tank fire, UDme rifle fire to buttom wp
tanks axd conoentrate mao p . « Mpanwhile maneuver
bazookas $0 got a shot at

X111

*Coxds on switohboards ED-91 and BD-9 cbestruot operatars' view of swpervisiom
and line siguals Guring beavy traffic, V¥ith headoet F3-30, audible signals are un.
satisfactory, By modifying the anight alarm oiroult to include two lights, one cone
neoted to the superviswry signal, the other to the line signal, a visual signal is
provided, Lights should be mounted cn the fromt pamel, cue on each side of the
dial, With the superviscry light red and the line signal the natural colar, oper-
ators scon beccme efficient in operating by this code,'--99th Inf Nv,

) 1Y)
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*Iattle Experiences* are p shed periodically to disseminate repidly combdat
inforsmation which way have training value for other units. Although not necessarily
applicable to all units in all situations, "the items are based om actusl experiences

and, are reccamended for careful comsiderution, Contributions of simdler meaterial will
be welocmed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-

periences are partioularly desired,
D s s e

R. B. LOVEIT
Brigadier General, [SA

'‘Cne of our heavy weapons oompanies during receant defensive operations set up a
smal)l mechine gun fire direstion center. BEach squad submitted range cards and com-
centrations were comsolidated om an overlay whioh was issued to mll waita, mach gun
bad aiming stakes for all concentrations in its sector. Fires were requested by cone
cantruticn number and a heavy concentration could be furnished within a few moments.®

~=29%h Iuf piv,

TI  ZANK DEEROUR SIOUT.

*Glare can bo greatly reduced by painting black outside the aperture of the di-
rect fire sight oz the outside of the turret of the M-10 tank destroyer.+--0p, 8234
™ Bu,

T QUEEDD MAT CLEMSANCE .

*Wen infaatry is directly to the froat in bushy or wooded terrain, we fire a
rousd of AP(C) to check mask clearance as a precaution against bursts with subsequent
nE ‘m'.-‘mo w ™ Bu.

IV LEERICATION OF 310 TRAVERSDN MECHATISH.

*During e0ld weather‘the treversing meohanism om the hand operated turrets of the
will work more easily if the heavy grease is removed and the gears are lubricated
SAR 0 gear lubricant.*--00, 8234 TD Bu,

~

*When plaeing basooka teaps alomg roads a dug in mamohine gum should be located
nearby. Piriag on enemy taanks with the machine gun will cause thea to button wp, ine
flict casualties om any peascanel rifing cutside, amd give the bazcoks team Sime to,
got in effestive shota.»..00, 35th Bagr Ba.
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IT HOW T0 CHALLBWGE.

*One unexpested shout 48 hapd to locate; & seccndl, expected, can unsuslly be
spotted, fSentries can protect themselves by letting a man they are about to chall-
eng get fairly close - 25 yards or less - and then shouting 'Helt' just once.*--Sgt
Homer A. East, 20 Inf Regt.

v

*Whenever posaible at night we use hand gremades rather than ssall arms. Jand
grenades dn't give away the pasition . "--Sgt Homer A, Baat, 24 Inf Regt.

*Here's hew we holp infantry reiding parties across a river without the noise of
peddling, Send a party across by swimming, carrying one end of a half-inch rope.
The far shore party then can pull acroés the boats carrying the infantry. This elim-
inates the noise of a“motor or of rowing, JFor more Shan one trip, attach ropes at
Gach and of the boat and let the far and near sbore parties pull it acrcss in turn,
Doa't forget am infantry security detail for the far shore party.*--121s% Engr Bn (C)

¥V RN'T THROW AWAY AMMIRITION.

My company was crossing @ river and they bad really loaded us doem with azsuni-
tiom, They gave me & mortar round, a bazooks round, a rifle gremade, Shree hand
grenades and two bandoliers of armor-piercing. And I slready had my own belt full
of asmmunition, fHow T griped; ‘Here I am 37 years old,' I said $e myvelf, “how can
I carry a load these 2] year olders are staggering under!'

*But I did manage to carry it and thank God 1 did, We crossed the river and
Jerry attacked, We finally repulsed him but, before we did, we had fired not cnly
all our amsunition but all the Jerry ammmition we could lay owr bands on, Like all
infantrymen, I like %0 trawel light, dut I've learned tho hard way that I must carry
every round of ammunition issued to me.*--Pvt H, Isrsel, 0o, K, 3157th Iaf Regt.

VI NO TRACKS IN MIJT.

*In daytime wheo mist limite visibility, Sracers don's hely the firer but they
do disclose his position.*--Sgt Herbert Wells, Co. I, 357th Inf Regt.

VII

G oI :
*The Germans have boo > ﬁ attaching hand grenades to the
dog tag ehains so & pull on the chain grenade, The grenads is ocon-
Cealed in the clothing and the chain partly exposed arocund the noek.'--Graves Reg-
istration Service.

VIII SPEEPING UT THE FIRING BATTERY.

*We have found that it speeds up a firing bdattary to send gunnera, section
¢hiefs and other key enlisted personnel out with the forward cbaserver occasiomally.
If time permits the fire direction center abould desoribe the target and the re-
sults of the shoot to the bdattery., 1 have seen my mon shaking hands after being
told that they had destroyed ten enemy vehicles,*-. 1024 ¥A Ba, 26th Inf Div.
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"Battle upouonoov u‘o published periodically to disseminate rapidly combat
information which may have training value for other units, Although not necessarily
.wuubu to all units in all situations, the items are based on actual experiences
and are recommended for careful gonsideration., Contridutions of similar material will
be weloamed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-

perionces are particularly desired.
| 7,/ O

a. B.

"Flotation and traction in mud can be greatly inoreased by adding the two spare
.wheels t0 the two front wheoels of the trucks and adding a pair of dual chains, Our
prizme movers are usually drivea only a few miles per day and we find that this sys-
ten works very satisfactorily,®s~1024 FA Bn, 26th Inf Dive (Note:r The Ordnance
Section, Headquarters, Buropean Theater of Operations, United States Army, recom-
mende that this modification be considered as proper only for use in mud and states
tiat 1t shoul not be used on hard roads.)

II MEDIDM ARD HEAVY ARTILLERY AGADNIT TANES.

"Fe broke up a li-tank enemy counterattack with fire from medium and heavy artil-
lary., Tank destroyers were not availadle and the light artillesry proved inadequate
80 wo used a battery of 8* howitzers and two battalions of 155zm howitzers. The fire
dostroyed some of the enemy tanks, drove the rest into the open where thoy were de~

mwmunm.mmmufwummmry--m Di
“‘bmm'. ' dhmads

X JOUND-PONERED JWITCEROARD.

"We imgprovised a satisfactory sound-powered switchdboard and eliminated the need
for three or four handsets in the command post. The board is made from radio repair
wire, stove bolts, test clips, diaphregms from sound-powered telsphones, and a
‘switohdox -~ or improvised switches. Each incoming line fs attached to the board by
test olips and is conmected on the board to a diaphrega for sigmalling and a switch
10 connect it to the handset at the board. To call from one of ths platoons a man
oimply whistles into his phone and the oporator at the board throws the switch core
recponding to the diasphragm responding to the signal,®--Lt, Oo H, 407th Inf Regt.

\

1 -

[
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l. Heoctograph sketches. "We issued hectograph aketches of town and fasctory
areas, uade frommerial photographs, to squad leadars 24 hours before the attack,
Using these, eveyman was briefed to know his emmct job.

2. lssson in patrolling, *We took our patrol lesaders om a touf of inspection
of a recemtly captured area in which wo had held a static line and had patrolled
nightly. A study of the terrain from tho epemy's side showed us mistakes we had
made in our patrolling,

3. Qossmuplcation Detween observation posts. *On a statio fromt we tied all
obsarvation posts in on one telephons line, Also on the line were the observers
for the oannon company and the artillery, .50 caliber machine guns and 75mm assault
guns. A report by any observer could de followed by any othar observer and a mass
of fire aoould be delivered in a fow minutes.

4. Azsimuths., *We have facilitated the recording of szimuths by our observers
by furnishing each observation post with a large black metal disk on which the face’
of the ococmpass is painted in white. A revolving metal arrow with a sighting device
enables the observer to lay on objects quickly. .

5S¢ Ski patrols, *We formed a ski patrol of men without skiing experiense,
giving them 10 days training under an offider who was an experienced sicler. The
patrol was divided- between the two assault battalions im an attack and used oo
special runners between the battalion command posts and the companies. Continnous
control of the assaulting companiss resulted,

6o Modifieation of M-67 fuze. 'long range marking for air bosberdment and the
blinding of distant obsarvation posts has been simplified by using the modified
¥-67 machanical time fuse %0 it the MLIABR smoke shell, This fusey whioh is now
stocked Dy ammmmition supply points, permits firing the 155mm howitzer BE ML16 HC
shell on all marking or screening missions up to the maximm range.*--Report of
”h Inf Div.

V MORTAR RAOGE DRFLECTION FAN.

l, 'Purpose, *A mortar range deflection fan isprovised from ocelluloid material
has facilitated both the obtaining of fire data from maps and asrial photos and the
correction of these data, Its use parmits putting effective Slmm mortar fire on bew
targets with maximmm surprise and minimm ad justment rounds,

2. mw index point of the fan represents the mortar amd
base stake and the cenper s .nma lines spaced at 150 mil intex-

vals radiate from the ofnt 4o wadh t84 base line on the azimuths of
the aix left and six g are placed between them ab 50
mil intervals, Ranges scales are e A

3. Operation. *Fire is adjusted on the base point and two cheek points. ' The
ohack points are selected prominent objects and should be adout four or five stakes
right and left of the base line. First the dase point is fired, dase deflection
marked and stakes set out, Then, placing the deflection fan om the map,- the right
apd left check points are selected and the data for sach determined. Fire is then
placed on esach check point and recarded on a correction table. Data for the inter-
medinte targeta are dased on corrections Getarmined by firing on the check points,e-
I*l m D' ya m M- m
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*Battle h;mrlenooo’ lished periodically to disseminate rapidly combat
information which may have training valus for other units. Although not necessarily
applicable to all units in all situations, the items are based on actual experiences
and are recamended for careful consideration, Contributions of similar material will
be weloamed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-
periences are particularly desired.

By ocmmand of Generel EISENHOWER:

N o,

Re B. LOVETT '
Brigad{er General, USA
Adjutent Gemoral

. ———————— - ————— W) -——

1 BELODEN OF TANK DEITROVES.

1. 4 advan "No employ our tank destroyers well forward both
in attack and defense, assigning them zones with the forward elepents. Within these
aones they move about to awnid hostils fire and to obtain better firing positions.
They withdraw only upon agreement with the infantry commander. The forward enploy-
ment permits immediate support to the infantry, insures infantry protection for the
tank destroyers, facilita‘es reconmissance, and usually makes umnecessary any
hurried movement into position,

2. [econn®issance.: "We insist upon reconnaissance on foot and have trained
the reconnaissance platoon espegially for it. They have also been trained to fight
as infantry when necessary. *

3e Atfack, *The destroyers ascompany the infantry in the attack, a platoon
with gn infantry battalion. The platoon moves forward by bounds, generally with the
reserve company. The platoon leader goes ahead on foot with the leading company
commanders, reconnoitering routes and gun positions, keeping in touch with the fronot
line infantry situation, and direoting the' forward mdvement, For comminication
3CR-536a have been acquired -- one for the platoon leader and ons for each vehicle,
Any force holding up the infantiy is a suitable target. Om targets other than tanks,
usually only one gun is employed; the others lie concealed ready to angage enemy
armor if it appears when the first gun opens we.

4+ Defenge., %In defense the guns are kspt close to the fromt line positions,
oarefully vamouflaged, and their action is olosely ocoordinated with the infantry,
In a recont engagement it was agreed that the infantry would take care of the enemy
infantry and the destroyers would handle the tanks. Everyons understood and it
:ox-kod well., The tank destroyer battalion knocked out 43 enemy tanks and loat only
our guns. ‘

|
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I T AN LB ,

S Illuminating shells, *Illuminating si oz E0mm mortars have proved
very valunblo for firing on tanks nt night. The mortar is fired s little distange
from the destroyer to avoid disclosing the position. The bipod and base plate are
not used, BEvery tank destroyer section should have a mortar,®--C0, 705th TD Bn,

II QERON PANGERFAUST.

1. JAdditional bazcokns, *We have trained every man in thhd use of captured Ger=-
man Panzerfausts and employ them to supplement our bazookns, .

2, (hapmoteristics and precgutions, *The Panzerfaust has a range of only about

40 yards but the projectils is more sensitive and sarries a hesvier bursting charge
than our bazookn shell. The detomator is packed separately in the origioal containsx
:rA is often placed, reversed, in the explosive head tp make it safer to carry, Be-
fore using the Panzerfaust the head should bo unsorewed and the position of the

detonator checked, Luminous sights are provided far night firing. It is e one-shot
weapon ard 1s discarded after firing,

Je [Effect. *We firsd one against the frontal armor of a Mark V tank snd it
ponetrated aix inches of arwor and smashed the trans=ission. It is sizdilarly ef-
fective against steel doors or embrasures of pillboxas, *~~C0, 34 Bn, 224 Inf Regt,

III USTMRT O RTAR .

*In a defensive situation we send an 8lmm mortar observer W in an observation

g.].;tm $o-register on targets defiladed from ground obsorvation,*--C0, Co M, 116th Inf

IV WIRE 70 SIFLE COMPANIES,

'¥o bhave rifles company wire teams lay assault wire back to the battalion. This
is simpler and quicker than having battalion lay it forward beosuse the company wire
teams know the exact location of the company command posts,®--00, 34 Bn, 224 Inf Regt,

V STERILIZATION OF uESS GRAR.

*Moss gear of front line troops is collected and taken to the kitchens where it
is washed py mess personnel, Whon the pext hot meal goes forward, zmeas goar ia sent
along in 32-gallon cans of boiling whter, end arrives hot and sterilized,'=-Div
Molical Irspeector, 87th Inf Div.

VI ALRCRAFT ARTI X .

l. Protection of power cables. *Fower cables from the generators to the medar,

guns, apd control | should be covered with straw and sand bags before being
placed urderground a « Thap, even if the ground freezes, they can be
taken up without 4 feent 13 ne

W

2. Redio, "o get béiter xvocqpnoﬁ&!.

T50 BC rajios by using a tall mast type anter

the regular flat top antenna,®--0s, 217th AAA Bn.

3N 543, SCR 177 and MWotorola N
a 45 to 50 foot pole rather than

BD

«-2a
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SOUNTES- INTELLIGRNCE TRIT . -
HEADQUARTERS W

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS . Osgaral. °To determise the smount of imformaticn that might be gathered Oy
UNITED STATES ARMY German agents in Ameriocas uniforms a ocunter-iatelligence test was condusted by a
Corpa G-2 Soctiom. Agonts without credentials, without the password, and who spoke

BATTLE EXPER'ENCES with heavy German acceats were font to varicus uaits.

’ﬂ 2. Jafermatica obtained. “A member of an artillery battelios disclosed his
’ A ' o~ . 28 FEB 1945 organization, the number and caliber of guns, and comducted th agent to the battery
' “. o ’ position whare be explained the operation of the gun and amsuniticn., A soldier d44-
"Battle _ . lished periocdically to disseminate rapidly combat rected two agents to hip command poat where an officer gave them directions to reach
information which may have value for other uaits, Although not necessarily another towma, Two agents posing as correspondents photograpbed a battery and upon
applicable to all uaits im all situaticna, the items are besed om actual experisnces belng eh:.nun‘-d explained that they had mc credeatials; the officer then posed the
and are recommended for ocsreful comsideration, Cemtributicas of similaer saterisl will battery for them. Upca Dhotographing another battery the agents were ohalleaged and
be weloomed from all individuals and unite; reports of corroberative or comtrary ex- boing usable to show credeatials ware taken t0 the oxecutive officer wo gave them
periences are particularly desired. blanket permission %o photograph the guns.

By ccemand of Oemeral EISENHOWZER: ,..,w 3. Serxescomdents' credentisles ‘War correspondents will preseat credeatials
M upen demand., Public Relations Officers know many of the correspondents and can assist

R. B. LOVETT in Mdentifying them,*-«0-2 Poriodic Report, Hg, XIII Corpe.
Brigadier General, USA '
M jutant Generul V- COORDINATED QUTROST ACTION.
’ "Ihile in a defensive position we numbered cur ocutposts and ran wire betwean them.
I ROQBY THARS . One 2ight an enemy patrel came towards post mumber one, This post, to avold dis-
closing its position, called post aumber two and had it fire a flare, The flare dis-
"I enemy has been booby-trapping dead bodies with ogg and rifle olosed the enexmy patrol and it was destroyed,®--Member 34 Flat, Co B, 116th Iaf,
greonades are placed in the pockets with the pull string staked to the .
when the body is moved e sWriog is pulled expleding e greaade. GChe VI NITHDRANAL FROM PATROLLING.
before moving bodiss."--Engr Iatelligence Summary, XX Corpe. .
h

‘Many patrols bave successfully accomplialed tieir nissica caly to less personnel
11 Tide CHAING. by & hasty, boisy withdrawal., PFatrels go but at night stealthily, with all precauticas
but all of that is forgottem in getting back to safety. Homember it is as esasy to get
"To elimimate the catching and tearing of the Bit in the back as in the belly,*--Plat Leader, Co B, 116tk Iaf,
chains we have removed two links from the inside

mu‘th.ohd.nmthhidouttomt:: VII RATROLLING.

--After Aotion Report, 634th Engr Light Equip
' *On & night patrel only one man carried the grenade sigoal fer supporting fire--he
III BATTALION INTELLIGENCE SECTION. was the ons man that'was lost. Such signals should be carried by two or three mea in

the patrel,*--Lt , 116th Inf,
1. ZIrainine sad selection. “Careful selection and thorough training of owr * Rl » 00 e

battalion intelligence perscnnel has paid dividends. In additicn to more normal VIII EMPLODMENT OF WAITE PHOSFHORES SMOKE.
intelligence subjects, they bave beoccme specialists in the detection and deactiva-
tion of mines and in the operation of enemy equipment, *Hefers deoidisg to use white phospberus artillery observers should consider the
‘ fellowing points: ‘

2. Agtivities. a. *In the recommsiscance phase of an opermticam an intelligence a. *Is it the most suitable shell to perform the missioa?
soout is attached to every patrol sent out by our battalica. be *How much is available] #if sooke is used will it mean a shertage of smoke fer

b. "When operation of an observat.on post covering the battalicn front is not a more important missiea later?
feasible, the section is split and attached to the ocmpanies in the attack or om the £« "Wt will be the offects Lther tham the primary effect sought? “Im considering
lise to assist them in intelligence matters, scouting and patrolling, reporting of this guestion, the following points are impertast:
enexy information, and evacuation of yriscmers. Ccupany commanders find -this system (1) *¥1ll the streening effect interfere with important obssrvatica for subsegueat
of great value. firea?

6. *The section also is.freguently used to help disseminate iaformatica of the (2) *¥i1) the smoke 4rift sc as to hamper the cperatioms of an ad jacent uait?
enemy situation to all the troops im the battaliea. This helpe morale.*--C0, 34 B, (3) "1l the screening effect assist the enemy by permitting movement under its
379th Iaf, ‘ cever?*..Bulletin, 95t Inf Div Arty,
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fop-
l,, j 4 MAR 1945
*Battle nponm‘b ublished pericdically to disseminate ra;idly combat

information which may have trainipg value for other unite. Although not necessarily
applicadle to all units in all situations, the items .are based on aotual experiences
and are recomrended for careful consideration, Contriduticns of similar material will
be welcomed from all individusls and units; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-

periences are particularly deasired,

R, B, LovEDNT
Brigadier General, TSA
Ad jutant Qeneral

By ccemand of Oeneral EISENHOYER;

to unit., In puregraeph 6b of *Battle Bxperiences* No. 55, dated
12 h’onnry !{.9‘5. the unit referred to was the 80th instead of the 90th Infantry
Division,

2. jater information about DUXWs. In ccnnection with pearegraph 164 of the same
publication ther information is that caly two DUKWe were actually used in the
operation, Because of the steepness of the river banks it was not possidle for them
to get in and out of the water soch time and the losding and unloading co the far
shore waos effected with the DIXEs nmoored alomgside the bank. Tt was necessary to
teer them well upstrean of the intended landing point.--Furmer G-3, S0th Inf Div.

11 STEEING ERIDCING OPYRATICNS,

*Bridging operations can be speeded up and lives frequently saved by these
practices;

&, “Attaching an artillery liaison officer to the engineer unit at the tridge
site,

b. *Del. -ing the sturt of work until wll possidle enemy observaticn points over-
looking the site, are occupied by friendly troops, This can de done only if profiles
of the area are prepared in odvance,

€. *Witholding until darkness ull projaratory sctivities for a bridging operatiom
which must be undertaken under eneny obeervaticn., This vill lossen the probability
of his registering on the site.v—-After Action Report, £0th Engr Combat Bn, °

TI1 NET EATHER C SWIICNT.

1, ad repuir, *We have found tile roofing better than brick rubble for quick
repair o use it leats longer and carries the traffic load detter,*--Div
Engry 35th Inf Div,

muts for tnrn. 01_..‘ mats are effective in getting tanks cver soft and
ﬁ ung on each tank shen the need i nntlcixutod apd lald
ao n corduro; road "‘on re s

WW2:ETO

1)

*Officers vieiting front line units must de warned against actioms that might
reveal to the enemy the location of important installations such as obeervation
posts., In one case an obaervation post was located in a wrecksd duilding, The
inside walls of rooms used for observing had deen camouflaged to give a dark back-
ground, instrumonts had been set well back in the rooms, and the observers were
careful to move about oaly in the shadows. Blackout was carefully observed, Vies-
iting officers arrived one day and moved about freely, even lsaning out of the
windows with their field glasses, Within balf an hour after they left, the duilding
was completely destroyed by enemy action and ome observer was killed,.*=-00 and Asst
Div Comdr, lst Inf Div,

VI DWILTRATION.

*Fo roquire units to search their aress -- ecspocially buildings == overy morning
for enemy that may have infiltrated during the night., We almost always find scame,
Scmetimes they do not know whare they are, Once several Germans started digging a
machine gun poaition 200 yards dbehind our front lipes,*--C0, 34 Bn, 4Uith Inf Regt,

VI EELODO TRALLER.

*¥e have improvised a low-silhouette, mobile welding trailer from & German am-
mnition trailer, Mmlvaged }-ton truck wheels and tires were mounted on the trailexr;
lug bolts were obtained from telephono poles. The bed of the trailer was removed
and a steel box mounted to provide space for hose, foreh, tips, eto, Welding tanks

| vere mounted horizootally op oither side of the box and beld in place by clamps, An,

anvil on the front, and a steel welding table and vise on the rear completed this
compact unit,*--T/4 Ronald Bowden and T/4 Anderson M. Munnelley, Service Co,-7lat Inf
Regt,

| VOI DOELLIGENCK TRADMDNO

*To train our men in map reading, observation, and accurate reporting, we reguire
every man -- including cooks and reinforcements =- to observe some military activity
and write a message giving the location and describing whas he saw, DImproved G-2
information has resulted, *--(C-2, Sth Armd Div,

IX ENEMY SMALL ARMG FIRR IS INAOCURATE.

"o find that many new men are unnecessarily afraid of enemy =mmall arms fire,
This fire is very inaccurate an! w have had very fow casualties from it in any of
our operations. Most of those were from snipers using telescopic sights,*--7/3gt
Collum, 34 Bn, 414th Inf Rogt.

Traffio tie-ups
Thoy could accoaplis
banking, *=-Asst G-, XXI Corps.

and oliminate the doubdle-

w’ !'oxv

worse by officery B ide t‘or'ard to ascertain cause,
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*Battle m‘ﬂmu blished pericdically to disseminate rapidly combat
information which may bave tra wvalus for other uanita, Although not necessarily
applicable %o all uaits in all situations, the items are based on actual experiences
and are recammended for careful comsideraticn, Coatributions of similar material will
be welcomed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or coatrary ex-
periences are partiocularly desired,

By command of General EISENHOWER:

1 ARD NULG cMONGNes. 00 T T

1. "Use of a balf-track to lay wire in forward areas
arms fire and has saved us casualties. The 2§-ton

Unll-Simek for redic waiutesauee sizwes “Wo bave wousted two sudic amiotenance
teans in bhalf-tracks for use in the forward arecas. Kach carries normal maintenance
eguipment and ocne radic of each type to permit quick replacements. They wait for calls
at the division forward echelon.

-t « "So station a balf-treck eguipped with am
SCR 506 and 510 at our lapding atrip to speed transmiseion of information to and from
division headguarters, The mmcbhine guas of the half-track also belp protect the air
strip,

&« Scmmundcation with attached tank destrovers. "By placing an SCR 508 with each
tank destroyer ccmpany and an SCR 510 with each platoon we enable the. tank destroyer
units to comtact om division headguarters channels the armored units to which they are
attached. ."~-Signal O, Sth Armd liv,

11 D38 JOR OLD D470 BATVRALES.

*"0ld BA-70 batteries which are t00 weak to operate the 3SCR 300 can be used to lizht

cammand posts. Ope battery and a 40 watt buld will provide good light for 24 hours,.*
«=00, Co G, 4obth Inf Regt.

111 ZAMG DNFANTRY COMGMICATIRG.

e attach a liaiscn officer and a balf-track eguipped with an SCR 508 redio to
the headguarters of each infantry regizment with shiick we work, They provide communi-
cation between the regimental headguarters and ths tank battalion and furnish a point
through which supplies can be forwarded to front line tanks., Because of their power
they scmetines are used for ccamunicaticn, through other tank sets, between the in-

fantry regimental and battalion li. 8.2~-£0, 7618t Tk Bn.
A -

WW2:ETO

oAb AU s o)

lioter A dattalion mediocal section of the 116th Infantry Regiment is oredited by the
regimental commander with bhaving achieved superior results during oix months of com-
bat in spite of *radical® methods, Some details of sthe sootion's standing operating
procsdursaare given dbelow.

IV OFsRA?l

1. Preparstory steps, #. *The battalion 3-2 keeps us suplied with serial photo-
graphs and tocticsl maps. AS 800n a8 & fiold arder is received we study the maps, call
e meoting of all medical personnel and give them complete information and announce a
tentative evacuation plan, Rscormaissance is then mnde by litter squad lsaders of
evacuation routes,

be *lommunication by telephons and 3CR 300 ias estublished whenover possidble. The
radio operator is furrished with maps and photogrophs amd {s responsidle for  keeping
abreast of the siturtion by monitoringe The ald station operates in the radio net es
a regular station but is used only when wire lines are very ocromded, The radio is
operated by the clerk on duty, asaisted by the section leader when necessary,

2, COrganization for operation, *Aid station personmel are divided into two
groups, oach consisting of a surgical technician, a madical technician, a olerk-

radio operator and a driver, Thus organized the toams can operate simultansously
whon casualtios are heavy, at two different locations when necessary, or alternately,
permitting one toam to reat in reserve shen casualties are light,

3. Onduct during sction, a, *The aid station is located as olose as poasidle
to the amticipated area of maximum casualty density., It is frequently ahead of the
battalion comsand post. On one cocasion its forward olomont mas set up on the line of
departure and a Red (ross prominently disvlayed, This permitted many of the advancing
fofantrymen t0 note its location with the rosult that many of the less sexiocusly wounded
reached it unajded, instead of maiting for litters, On another occasion half tho add
station wved to the objective with the attocking companies carrying medical supplies
by pack because of the threat of minefields.

be *The radio and telephone operators direct litter bearers when necessary aml
osll the ambulance forward from its protected location only when required,

0« °*The nonocumissionsd officer in charge of each litter squad directs his wquad,
keeps informed of the aituation and rasses information to the aid station, Normally
the litter aquads are well forward, two working and one roating. When the aid station
carnot get well forward, advarced litter stations are oestablishad, usually in prctected
areas near coampany command poats, At times litters are left near company occemmand posts
and the infantry aids in removing casualties. Bach litter sjuad has a telephone and
test clips, thus permitting them to tap battalion wire lines and keep in touch with
forward units and with the aid station.

4+ Beinforoements, *Reinforcements receive o period of training at tho aid sta-
tion and as nembors of litter :;u-u..- bsroro boim placol in the line as company aid
mone They are then assig

period, to a unit with a
battle-wise' ald man, - : T 116th Inf Regt.
(& l t J b
R 4

SCare should be m.u? in sending ocut patrols when units are being relieved as they
‘!m spaary artillery and mortar fires on the mrea,*--0-2, XIII Corps.

{0
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"Battle Experiences® are published pericdically to disseminate rapidly ccmbat
information which may have training value for other units. Although not necessarily
applicable to all units in all situations, the items are based on actual experisnces
and are reccamended for careful consideratiom, Comtributicns of similar material will
be weloomed from all individuals and units; reports of corroborative or contrary ex-
periences are particularly desired,

By ccomand of General EISENHONER:

M jutant General

R e N T T N T e

ERQJECTING CARLE BY MORTAR.

1. Desgripticn. *Fe hawe used the 8lmm mortar successfully to project a cable
across obstacles and rivers. We remove the charge from a high explosive or smoke
shell and insert in the shell & coe imoh pipe long encugh to project past the muzale
of the mortar when the shell is seated. Jour fins or grapoels are welded to the
upper end of the pipe and a "bolt' sctewed or welded to the same end, A $~inch
cable is bolted to this 'Ukbolt' by means of a cleat or shackle welded to the cable.

2. Operation and crecautions, "The cable must be at least 215 yards long as the
barpoon will be propelled that far., Great care must be taken to inmsure that the cable
pays out freely as failure to do 50 may cause injuries due to its whipping. %e im-
proviged a cable holding plate about 3 x 5 feet, to which we welded two winding posts
sloping sharply to a point to minimize frictiom. The cable is figure-eighted cnto
the posts very carefully to insure against kinks and overlapping. Before firing,
the plate must be tilted up at an angle of 45 degrees with the posts pointing in the
direction of fire., About 30 feet of cable should be paid cut and coiled in fromt of
the mortar %o allow for play and preveat a viclent jerk., Wien the cable Las been fired
and the harpoon seated, the cable may bde pulled taut by a wenicle winah,*--0s, 35th
Iof Regt.

11 EXYECT OF THE GRlbMAN PANZERFAUST *60°.

*In exporiments, this antitank weapen proved effoctive against hasty fiold forsi-
fications and houses, and probably would be effective against perscansl because of ite

t conoussion effect, It has a high degree of accuracy at its.extreme range of about
80 motares. Owver a distance of 40 meters, holes two feet in diameter were blowm in a
tone wall two feet thick, Two direct hits also yroved sufficient to blow a gap in
three-strand concertina wire. In the experisent, 33 rounds were fired and oanly three
were duds., Durisg the firiag there was no resoil or flasbbeck.*--0.2 FAsport, XX Corpe.

WW2:ETO

’ LB L
LI ARMORRD TACTICS AN DeiadR A, |

1. The grostadilizer, *We lay =uch stress upom the care, ad justment and proper
use of the grrostabilizer, which is not properly apprecisted by the average tanker.
They do not use it encugh, overdo manmual control whea they do use it, and fregueatly
fail to give it proper care. In coe 1500-yard adwance over plowed fields, ocur tanks
through use of the stadbilizer, maintaited as effective fires as if they bad beea
'.kwu‘ a%ill, destroying several pillboxes.®-«CG, 12th Armd Div and L8, 7Tl4th

Ba,

2. +» "Attacking tomns Just before dayligat permits use of daylight
to regaia coatrol, the area is stroagly beld, forces sbould bde sent cut to block
counterattacks from nearby townas,

3. e asainat Germen amuer, "Wen German arsor attacks frontally we fire a
round of high exploeiww and then change to armor-pieroing. The high explceive usually
forces the Cerman tank to change its acourse and expose a zore vulnerable part to our
arsor-plercing. In any case, it will disturd bis laying or impair bis sight.*--0/S,
12th Armd DAv,

*A froat Jime rifle ccapany which had received o morter or artillery fire was
shelled constantly when the antitank guns took up positicas within ity area. Thaean
the guns wers withdrasn the firing ceased. We now lochte them cutside the area but
ia sypporting distance, and place bazooka teans and mine ‘daisy chains' in the for-
ward positions.®--Lt, Mg Co, 333rd Iaf Fegt.

V TIPS FROM AN ANIZATRCAAFT BATTALION.

1. Irsgking of planes., *Reguiring gun crews 1o track all planes provides
tracking experience, insures more sccurate initial leads, and gives us a decided
oldge when friendly planes are discovered to be flown by Cermans,

2. Naoning to oub 2lanes. "We use cne MK radio channel to warm artillery ecub
planes whan Oerman planes are spotted near by.

3. Mobile gas chamber, *Using a 2j-ton truck as a travelling gas chamber
permite testing gas nasks at each battery positicn.*--00, 443rd AAA AW Bx.

VI DALY MALNTENANGE CLACK.

main supply route,*--

A daily check of webicles is facilitated by plncxt\t ¢ maintenance truck be-

tweon the battalion kitchea train t c}
Motor O, 24 Bn, 358th Inf ﬂhg R |
VI LAXDNG TIRE CIRCUITS. n v

*laying a sound-powered 11 in-a circle <= a complete circuite will prevent
its going out in case of a tzr.: io the "linoe *=-C0, AT Oo, 377th Inf Regt.
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