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MAP NO. 2 THE STORY OF THE FIRST PHASE
(23 April-3 May)
IN THE SOUTHERN part of the II Corps zone, the opening

LINE | MAY drives were made into the high ground bordering the Oued Tine

OPERATIONS . oy ; .
IT CORPS LINE LINE 4 MAY Valley. By 26 April the 1st Division had gained 5 hard miles
22 APRIL 1943 [ OF THE FIRST PHASE north of the valley, wresting the hills from German hands in
23 APRIL- 3 MAY 1943 bloody fighting marked by successful night attacks and effective

use of artillery. The 34th Division and the 1st now teamed up

C. SERRAT

BIZERTE 0 10 20

] for a further advance. Swinging into action west of Sidi Nir,

MILES the 34th climaxed its drive by taking Hill 609, while the Ist
pushed eastward another 5 miles. Meanwhile, the 6th Armored

LAGC DE
BIZERTE ' Infantry made steady progress along the edge of the range south
vILLE of the Oued Tine. By | May, these coordinated efforts had taken
all the key hill fortresses in the southern zone, and the Tine
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Valley was opened for an armored blow.

The 9th Division had been equally successful to the north.
Its combat teams fought through the hills north of Jefna to out-
flank that strong position. By 1 May, the spearheads of the 9th
were in sight of the plain near Garaet Achkel, and the Germans
were pulling out of Jefna.

Forced in two areas to the edge of the hill belt protecting
,\ Mateur, the Germans risked disaster and knew it. With the

Ist Armored Division on their heels, they withdrew beyond
Mateur and into the hills just west of Chouigui. In 10 days, the
I Corps had driven the enemy back 15 to 18 miles and un-
hinged his whole northern flank. Mateur was our main prize
in this first phase of the battle. With that key center of com-

‘ munications in our possession, the stage was set for the final
phase of the battle for northern Tunisia.

The detailed account which follows will be clearer by occa-

sional reference to this map and to six additional maps (Nos. 3-8)
( t which will be found inside the back cover of this book.
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MAP NO. 4
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DIVISION DRIVE
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DJ. SIDI MEFTAH

23-27 APRIL 1943
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9 TH DIVISION ATTACK
ON THE

AINCHOUNA-JEFNA POSITIONS
23 APRIL- | MAY 1943
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