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GEN DEPUY: Well, my father was a lieutenant in World War I. He did not go to France. My
grandfather never participated in any war. His father, my great grandfather, was killed in the Civil
War. He was a captain of Michigan Infantry, and was killed at Cold Harbor in Virginia, on the
peninsula. They were citizen soldiers, not career professionals. But, as a child, | was interested in
the history of World War I. | read the whole set of books my father had, which was called, The
Literary Digest History of World War I.* |t was about 20 volumes and covered the war in great
detail. | really enjoyed them. The nearest military influence was Company ““H"" of the 165th
Infantry, of the National Guard, in Jamestown.

Corporal William E. DePuy
Squad Leader, Company “B*
109th Engineer Battalion
34th Infantry Division

INTERVIEWER: You attended college at South Dakota State. What was your college major and
what were your aspirations at that time?

GEN DEPUY: Well, what | might do is pick up that military thread a little bit. | moved down to
South Dakota in 1935, when | was a junior in high school, and then, went to college, South
Dakota State College, which is right there in Brookings. My father had moved from the bank of
Jamestown to the bank in Brookings, and | joined the National Guard, as did all my friends in
those days. We needed the money. It wasn’t much money by today’s standards, but any money
was important in those days. Also, when | entered College, ROTC was mandatory. Everybody was
in it. The first two years you had to be in it, and then, the second two years were optional. So, you
automatically became a private in the ROTC regiment when you started college, and then, | was in

*Francis W. Halsey, comp., The Literary Digest History of the World War (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1919).




the Guard at the same time. Then, when the choice came to move into senior ROTC in the junior
year, | made that choice, and | liked it very much. And then, to carry the story on to the end, when
the draft started in 1940, we had to choose between the Guard and the ROTC. Most of us dropped
out of the Guard and stayed with the ROTC for obvious reasons. It’s better to be a lieutenant. At
that time | was a corporal, a squad leader, in Company ““B”’, 109th Engineers, 34th Infantry
Division. So, the choice between the two was easy to make.

| didn't distinguish myself academically in any way. | didn’t do very well in math. | was going to
be a banker, and follow in the footsteps of my father, which is, | guess, not an unusual thing to
do. So, | took whatever courses | could find in that little college that applied, and there weren’t
very many. | also took some engineering courses. But, anyway, | graduated with a BS in
economics, which was the closest thing | could find to the banking business. If it hadn’t been for
the war, I'd probably have ended up in the banking business. During college the only sport that |
got involved in was hockey. | played a lot of hockey, and we eventually had a little semipro hockey
team. We made a little pocket money out of that by playing around in a league that was located
mostly in southern Minnesota and eastern South Dakota. We had a lot of fun doing that. In high
school | played football even though | only weighed 128 pounds. But, | played. | had the unusual
job of quarterbacking my high school football team from the tailback position. So, | had fun there.
I would run the ball — could call the signals that let me run. That's hard to beat.

INTERVIEWER: Could you tell us something about what ROTC was like in those days at South
Dakota State? For example, was there anyone there who may have influenced you, like the
Professor of Military Science? You mentioned that you really liked ROTC.

GEN DEPUY: Yes, | really did like it. We had some very interesting chaps there from the Regular
Army. One was a Major Ed Piburn. Ed Piburn was at least half-Indian, and a fine officer; he was
married to a full-blooded Cherokee — a marvelous looking woman. He later became a brigadier
general and assistant division commander of the 10th Armored Division. We also had a man
named Ray Harris who was quite portly but kind of ferocious and inspiring. He used to crawl
around on the floor of the auditorium teaching us how to crawl. He would turn very red in the face
because he really was beyond that. But, the man who inspired everybody was a colonel named
James P. Murphy. Murphy was a fatherly kind of fellow with a very entertaining and wide ranging
vocabulary with all sorts of little figures of speech that made him amusing to all of us simple chaps
out there on the reservation. We loved him, and he inspired us all toward the Army. There’s no
question that he was a great recruiter and wanted us all to be in the Army.

| might say that | almost entered the Marine Corps instead of the Army, because every year we
had only one officer who was taken into the Regular Army. But, we usually had two who went
into the Marine Corps. Now, that was rather typical up in the Plains. The Marine Corps recruited
very heavily in the Upper Middle West, North Dakota, South Dakota, lowa, etc. | wanted to get
the Regular Army commission, but | lost out to an individual by the name of Bob Barthell, later a
colonel in the Signal Corps. Then, two of us tried for the Marine Corps. The Marines usually
selected two except for that particular year when there was only one commission available.
Colonel, now retired, Stan Nelson of the Marine Corps got it. We had to go on duty first with the
Army, and we were on the Louisiana Maneuvers when the telegram came through saying that he
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Typical German hedgerow defensive positions were
always mutually supporting and organized in depth.
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Map 15 — The fight for Maizieres-les-Metz
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