




























































































































































































































































































































































164 RIVERINE OPERATIONS 

the Mobile Riverine Force conducted reconnaissance In force in 
the Sa Dec area. Effective lISC was made of the ES-a portable ex­
pendable launcher that fired riot-control canniSlcrs-and flame­
boats. The period 4 through 8 June saw the Mobile Riverine Force 
conducting operations in the Sa Dec area and eastern Kicn Phong 
Province. Returning to Kien Hoa Province, the force initiated 
operations on 10 June in the Ciang Trom and True Giang Dis­
tricts. On 16 June it moved to Can Tho, and began operations 
again directed by the senior :tdviscr of IV Corps Tactical Zone to 
prevent a suspected Viet Cong offensive against the city. A four­
day operation commenced on 17 June with a major fircfight in 
which the majority of the enemy's losses resulted from fire support 
by Company A, 7th BatL,lion, 1st Air Cavalry, in support of the 
maneu\ler battaliom. Completing operations in Phong Dinh Prov· 
ince on 19 Junc, the Mobile Riverine Force moved to Dong Tam. 
After fou r days of operations ncar Dong Tam, it proceeded on 26 
June to Long An Province where it was again employed to prevent 
Viet Cong and North Vietnam Anny forces from moving in and 
out of the vicinity of Saigon. Unlike the brigade's experience in 
early 1968 operations in Long An Province, Ihe enemy avoided 
Contact with the maneuver baualions throughout the operation. 

On 2July the 2d Brigade was directed to place the 3d Battalion. 
60th Infantry, under operational control of the 3d Brigade, 9th 
Infantry Division, which was in contact with the enemy in Dinh 
Tuong Province, The battalion rcmained under operational con· 
trol of the 3d Brigade through 5 july. During that time the Mobile 
Riverine Force continued its operations in Long An Province, 
moving to Dong Tam on 5 july. On 6 july the 3d Battalion, 47th 
Infantry, relieved the 4th Battalion. 47th Infantry, of its sccurity 
mission at Dong Tam Base. The 2d Brigade continued combat 
OperatiON on 7 July in Kien Hoa Province near the canal Cl'OS$-­
roads on the Song Ba Lai, where the 2d Brigade had previously 
rought one of its heaviest engag<"ments. The 4th Battalion, 47th 
Infantry, entered its objective area and beached without incident. 
The 3d Battalion, 60th Infantry, air·landed assault troops at several 
spots south of the 4th Battalion beach sites. The only incidents of 
the day occurred when Company E of the 4th Battalion. 47th 
Infantry, received sporadic small anns fire and D Troop. 3d Bat· 
talion, 5th Air C;t\'alry, was subjccted to sporadic automatic weap' 
ons fire. The limited enemy activity in the area was unlike prior 
experience of the Mobile Riverine Force along the Song Ba L,i. 

On JO July the Mobile Ri,'erine Force began operations to 
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locate and destroy enemy forces and equipment within the Huong 
My and Mo Cay Districts of Kien I-loa Province. Operations con· 
tinued. through 13 July. with both battalions using boats and heli· 
copters to search for the enemy. During the period 15 through 17 
July the Mobile Riverine Force conducted riverine operations in 
Vinh Binh Province in co·operation with the 9th Vietnam Army 
Division. Completing operations in Vinh Binh Province the Mobile 
Riverine Force moved to Dong Tam Base on 18 July. While an· 
chored of( Dong Tam. the 2<1 Brigade employed the 4th Battalion. 
47th Infamry. on 20 July LO conduct saturation patrolling and to 
establish night ambushes on the south bank of Ihe My Tho River 
in the Truc Giang and II .. m Long Districts of Kien Hoa Province. 
On 21 July the 3d Battalion. GOth Infantry, was employed in a 
cordon and search operation in co-operation with Regional Forces 
and Popular Forces elemems on Thoi Son Island. Operations con· 
tinued on 23 July in the Giong Trom and Truc Giang Districts 
of Kien Hoa Province in co.operation with the Vietnam Army. 
On 25 July the 2d Brigade terminated its operations in Kien Hoa 
Province; the next day the Mobile Riverine Force moved to Vinh 
Long Province. 

After completing final plans and prcp.'lrations for iu journey 
the Mobile Riverine Force left its Vinh Long anchorage on 28 July 
and arrived in Phong Dinh Province the samc day. On 30 July the 
force began offensivc operations in co-()rdination with the 5th Bat· 
talion, Vietnam Marine Corps, in the Vi Thanh area of Chuang 
Thien Province. To accomplish its mission. the 2d Brigade de· 
barked from the Mobile Riverine Base and established its head · 
quarters and tactical operations c(,nter inland in the vicinity of 
Vi Thanh. The Mobile Riverine Force moved into the U Minh 
Forest. forty--cight miles southwest of Can Tho in early AUb"-lst in 
a co-ordinated combined operation that included 'u.S. Army. Navy, 
and Air Force units and Vietnam j\'farine Corps and Amly forces. 
This was the first major Allied ground operation in that area in 
more than a decade and another amplification of the original 
Mobile Riverine Force operational concept that had envisioned 
operations no more than twenty to thirty miles from the Mobile 
Riverine Base. The ten--d.ay operation was also significant in that 
it substantially exceeded in scope the two. to three<lay operations 
of the force contemplated in original plans. The operation was the 
first penetration by an American ground force into the U Minh 
Forest region and it was the deepest penetration by the Mobile 
Riverine Force into the Mekong Delta. The 2d Brigade established 
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a land base and fon\'ard logistic support area with lines of com­
munica tion extending fifty miles to the riverine base anchored ncar 
Can Tho. The ope ration was also destined to be the last major 
stri ke operation conducted by the Mobile Riverine FOTce. 

By ea rl y AuguSl the Mobile Riverine Force had conducted 
many tactical operations in co-ordination with the oth er brigades 
of the 9th U.S. Division and wi th Vietnamese Army. Marine Corps, 
and paramilitary units. The tempo of strike operations had been 
maim .. 1.incd a t a high level as the force moved from one province to 
another, across corps boundaries, :mel in response to missions 
origi nating with the cOlTlmanding genera l of the 9th U.S. In fantry 
Division and with II Field Forces Vietnam through the senior 
adviser of the IV Corps T;Jctical Zone. On several occasions opera· 
tions were carried on to block infiltration roules in ord er to ClIt 

down the tineat of enemy forces present in the Capital Mil iL1ry 
Distri ct a ro und Saigon, and near Ben Tre, Sa Dec, and Om Tho. 
The Mobile Ri verine Forte had operated in eight provinces of the 
Mekong Delta since early February 1968. In all operat ions its 
cfforts wcre complemented by lhe co-ordina lecl operations or other 
U.S. or Vietnamese units. 



CHAPTER IX 

Pacification and Kien Hoa Province 

The Third Bnltalion 

As the Mobile Ri\erinc Force began its second year of opera­
ti ons in 19G8. the 2d Bri~Vldc still lacked a th ird maneuver bat­
talion and full lise of the 3d Battalion, 31th Artillery. Successive 
commanders of the brigade had reiterated the need for a third 
battalion to increase the flc'Io:ibility of the force and to enable it to 
operate with grea ter independence. blll the brigade's overall 
strength had remained basic<lJly unChanged . Two of itS three bat­
talions remained afloat with thc J\-fobile Ri verine Force. while the 
third infantT) batL'liion was employed in deFense of Dong Tam 
Rase. In the ahsence of a third manclI\cr baltalion the Mobile 
Riverine Force operated extensively in conjunCtion with Vietnam 
Army units. 

During the first hair of 1968 the Navy component of the Mobile 
Riverine Force continUe<1 to grow. In June a third rh'er as.s.lult 
squadron was fomlC~d and in .July the Navy component was re· 
organi zed into two groups, Mobile Riverine Group Alpha and 
Group Bravo. By the fall of 1968, the force was scheduled 10 reach 
ils full strength of 4 river assault squadrons, 184 river assault craft. 
4 barracks ships, 3 repair sh ips, 2 barracks barges, 2 support ships. 
2 resupply ships, and various other suppon cra ft. 

At a riverine concept briefing on .') January 1968. General 
Abrams. depmy commander of the U.S. Military Assistance Com· 
mand, Viemam. had directed Ihe U.S. Army. Viemam, to re· 
examine the organi za tion for the Arm y riverine battalions and the 
composition of the land·based brigade. The 9th Infantry Division. 
Il eaciquaners, II Field Force, Vielllalll, and Hearlquancrs, U.S. 
Army, Vielllam, concluded that the mission of the Mobile Riverine 
Force could bcst be accomplishcd by a rcorgalli7 .. 1tion of the scvcn 
infantry battalions of the division. deleting equipment and units 
nOt essentia l in riverine opcrations. General \Vcstmoreland ap· 
proved the rcorganiz.·'Hion on 21 February 1968. 

This new organization of the battalions ICIll itself readily to 
operations other than rivcrine. particularl)' airmobile opcrati ons. 
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without the inl'cstmcnt in equipment and men required for 1011-
linuinp; land-based opera Lions. ill firepo\\'cl' the ri\crinc haHalion. 
less fOUT 8 1-mm. Tllortars, was cqui\alclH LO the slandanl infantry 
h:lltalion even without the considerable firqK)Wer suppOrt of tlte 
Navy assault crah. Uy borrowing c(pli pmcn., the hattalion was 
capable of sustained operations all dry land at a saving of some 
GOO spiKes which would be required by a standard banaliOI1 and 
its suppOrt elements. 

The "'Ilue of and con tinu ing need fo r o ne Viet nam Marine 
Corps battalion to operate with the Mohile River ine Force was 
also recognized. The battalion was not, howe"er, permanently as­
signed to the force becallse Vietnam Ma rine Corps units were part 
of the Army of Vietn am general reserve and therefore subject to 
recall at ally time. Vietlllunesc marines had been operating with 
the Mobile R iverine Force on this basis since 15 November 1967 
and had comributedto successes of the force aga inst the VieL Congo 

The CORONADO series of operations conducted from June 1967 
to J uly 1968 had demonstrated the effecti veness of the i\lobile 
R ivcrine Force in the use of waterways 10 deny the enemy areas 
where he had previously operated \l'ith relati,'e freedom. This suc­
cess led 10 an cxami nalion of how th e riverine effort could be 
expanded cheaply in order to step lip the tempo of operations in 
the i\lekong Delta. A stu dy conducted hy U.S. Anny, Vie tnam . 
and Commander. Nava l Forces. Vietnam. conclud ed that additiona l 
unilS of the 9th Infantry Di vision could be accommodated at Dong 
Tam witho llt dredging. Further. with a modest addition o ( naval 
craft to the already scheduled river assault squadrons, an cx· 
panded fo rce could sUpjX>rt two brigades afloat and one at Dong 
Tam. Through judicious usc of naval river craft and Arm y planes 
and helicopters the emire 9th Division could be effectively em­
ployed in the delta: the Vietnam Marine Corps and. eventually. 
ViclIlamese ri "er assault group uni ts could also be drawn into 
operations. An orga nization o f twO Mobile Ri"erine Force brigades, 
each with three infantry battalions and support ing anillery, was 
considered the mOSt desirable. The third brigade was to opera te 
am of Dong Tam. either indepenelently or in conjunction with the 
Mobile Ril'erine Force. This al'l'angcmcm would provide nexibil· 
it)', reduce reliance on lanel bases, demand fe\\'c r aircraft, and help 
sustai n pressure on the Viet Congo It \\'()uld also eliminate regu lar 
ril'er assault squadron opera l,ions out of Dong Tam. which could 
de,elop a pattern easily detected by the enem),. The 3d Brigade 
\\'ith two maneuver battalions was to be sent from the Tan An 
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area to Dong Tam Base to facilitate its transition to the second 
Mobile Riverine Force. The division headquarters was transferred 
from Camp l\hrtin Cox at Bearcat to its new base camp at Dong 
Tam on 25 July. 

As of July 1968 no definite date had been established for em· 
barking the long.awaited third infantry baltalion of the 2d Brigade 
aboard ships of the Mobile Riverine Force. The avai lability of the 
third infantry battalion was contingent upon readjustmentS in 9th 
In fantry Division base security missions. 

While general organization changes to the Mobile Riverine 
Force were being formulated, a major change was made in its mi s· 
sion. On 16 July the 2d Brigade was assigned the province of Kien 
Hoa as a primary area of operations, with the added mission of 
conducting pacification aClivities of a more permane11l nature than 
those previously undertaken by the Mobile Riveri ne Force. The 
Accelerated Pacification Program guided from Headquarters, U.S. 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, prompted this assignmenl. 
After six months of operations that concent rated on the area nonh 
o[ the My Tho River. including Long An Province and the Rung 
Sat Special Zone, and after an additional six months of operations 
ranging more widely afield and deeper into the delta, the Mobile 
Riverine Force returned to concentrate on Kien Hoa. At thi s time 
Major General Harris W. Hollis. commanding the 9th Division, 
decided to provide the force with itS third maneuver battalion and 
to require a ll three battalions 10 conduct airmobile and riverine 
operations in Kien Hoa Province. O ne of the battalions was based 
ashore in th e viCi nity of Ben Tre and twO battalions remained 
afloat. The concentration on Kien Hoa Province was directed 
Shortly after rormal approva l of the r iverine modified tables of 
organization and equipment ror the 2d Brigade and short ly before 
the arrival of the U.S. Navy craft required to lift the maneu\'er 
elementS of an additional brigade. 

The operat ional rotation of one infantry battal ion from the 
Mobi le Riverine Force to the Ben Tre base was quite different 
from the rotation of a baualion to Dong Tam. The May 1967 
preparat ions of the 2d Brigade for Mobile Riverine Force opera· 
tions had provided for each infantry battalion to leave at Dong 
Tam equipment not required when it \",as based afloat. Semi. 
permanent facilities at Dong Tam reduced the need or each bat­
talion for organic equipment to operate a nearly independent 
battalion base. The first battalion sent to the Ben Tre base, there· 
fore, required equipment that Mobile Riverine Force battalions 
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had not needed since before June 1967. The addition of the third 
infantry batlalion as a land-based unit consequently brought a new 
organization and a logistics problem lhat the Mobile Riverine 
Force had not anticipated in its plan fOI" employing three infantry 
battalions in continuing strike operations from a base entirely 
aAoat. 

Concentration by the Mobile Riverine force on Kicn Han 
Province presented special considerat ions for operationa l flexibil­
ity. Previous operations in Kien Hoa had revealed the limited 
watenllay network off the major rivers. Helicopters had proved 
necessary both to deploy blocking forces inland in those areas lack­
ing navigable waterways and to assist in \\lnterway reconnaissance. 
Previous operat ions had also demonstrated thal effcctive anchor­
ages for the Mobile Riverine Base to support operations in Kien 
Hoa were limited lO four: the vicinity of Dong Tam: east of My 
Tho; east of Vinh Long: and east of Mocay District on the Co 
Chien River. Although use of each of these anchorages could facili­
tate operations into different districts of Kien I-loa Province, chang­
ing from one anchorage to another would nOt be likely to deceive 
the enemy. 

Tn the past bold changes in the location of the Mobile Riverine 
Base had achieved surprise against Viet Cong base areas that had 
not been recently or frequently attackcd. This major assct of the 
Mobile Riverine Force-the mobility of the entire force, including 
its logistics base-could not be fuHy used in the concentrat ion of 
Kien Hoa Province. 

Beginning in earl)' September in Kien Boa Province under 
operation HO:'IESTEAD, the 2d Brigade conducted operations 
throughout the month to find and destroy the enemy in his home 
territory. The enem), attacked the river craft from ambush with 
rockets, recoilless 'rifles, and small arms. According to intelligence 
reports, the enemy had formed special five·man teams in Kien Hoa 
to ambush the boats of the Mobile Ri verine Force. The main 
ambush weapon of these teams was usually the RPG2 or RPG7 
rocket launcher. 

Tn September an additional river assault squadron and two 
barracks ships arrived in Vietnam to support the 3d Brigade, 9th 
Infan try Division. At the same time the 9th Infamry Division com· 
pleted reorganization of lhe headquarters of 3d Brigade and one 
battalion into the riverine modified tables of organil.ation ano 
equipment in amicipation of the establishmcm of the second 
l\lobile Riverine Force. By the end of 19G8 three addi tional bat· 
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talions we re rcorga ni/cd , ll1:!king a tot:! 1 o f t.wo brigade headquar­
ters and seven infantry hattali ons configured for riverin e operations. 

Du ri ng Octoher Mobile Ri\t:linc Group Alph a supponed 
pacificarion operarions in Kit'll Il oa Provi ncc wi th the 3d and 4th 
Baualions, 47th Infantry, tile 3d Bal.lalion , 60th InfalHry, clements 
of th e 3d Baualion , 341h Anillery, and the 3d Battalion , Vietnam 
Marine Corps. Mohile Ri vt'ri nc GlOlIp Bravo operated with OIher 
9th Infantry :lnd ViclIl;un grou nd force:; in Vi nh Binh, Vinh Lon g, 
LOllg An , Dil'lh Tuong. anrl Phong Dinh P ro\inces in ca rrying 
troops and hlod.ing Viet Cong LIse o f waterways, 

Tn order to make the greatest possihle usc of its resources during 
the ex tended pel iod of pat iliclli(lll ill Ki PIl 1-1 0:1. Dinh Tuong, and 
Lo ng An P ro\inC'es, the Mohile R i\erin e Force was reorga ni7 cd 
0 11 I f, OCLOhel. Mohil e Ri\(:~ tine C,IOUp Alph a, su pporti ng th e 
Hth In fantry Didsion pac'i/ic3 Iion oper:n ions, was as:;ignerl USS 
lIel/('wah, USS AS/lflyi, llSS S/)II;I/).,', USS W estchester COllnty, 
A PC26, a nd ),I.LC-4, Mo hile Ri\ erine Group Bravo, ca rq ing oul 
mOle mobile operat io ns rangi ng tlooughou t tll c western delta 
I·(·gion . was assigned lISS M ('Y(.'eI, l lSS 1\'IIt'Ces, lISS Vl'll/O/l COllIlly, 
and USS Cllrolhll' COllllfy, Fi\ c ri vcr assault divisions were assi~ned 
to !\ Iohilc Riveri ne Grau l' Alpha, three to Mo hil e Riverin e Group 
Bravo. 

By the cnd of Octoher Task FOlce 11 7 had conduned liaison 
and training " 'i lll the 2br Vietnam Anny Dj v i ~jon and had joined 
the 4th Vietn:1l11 Marine Curps nallati on in Na\ y operations known 
as SEA l.ORDS (Southeast Asia Lake O cean Ri ver Delta Strategy), 
An extensive lilln ey of the western delta Canalli WliS :tlso marle in 
alltic-ipation u f future operations in that area. 

In No"el11 her the Mohile Riveri ne Force continued the pattern 
of nperaliollS wh ich had hegull afu'r the leorg'.m i7a tio n in October, 
with Mo hile Ri\erine Croup Alpha operating in th e eastern delta 
:tlld Mohi le Ri verine Croup Bravf) oper:tling 10 the west. Of the 
frve ri ver ass:tult di, is ioT1S assign ee! to Mohile Ri\ crine Grollp 
Alpha, Ri,er Assalllt ])i"i:; ioll 9 1 SlIppOltcd the jd Vietn .. 111 Marine 
Corps Ball alion in operation ~ ill Kien lI oa Prudnce; Ril eI' Assa ult 
Oivision 92 \\'3S assigned base clcf't:nsl' dtlties; R iver Assault D i\i­
:;ion I I I :;lIpponed th e :Id Baualion. 34th Artillery: River Assault 
Division 11 2 operaleci with the!ld Billlalion , oOth Infantry, in Kien 
llna Prminte; :l lJcI Ri\l.'r Assault Di\'ision lSI worked with the 
:Id Battalion, j9th Infant ry, in I.':lst('rn Long An Prov in ce Of th e 
thrl.'e river assault divisions assigned to Mohi le R iverine Croup 
Bravo, Ri ver Assaull Division 12 1 provided for Dong Tlim base 
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defense , River Assault Di\ision In supp0rled the SEA LORDS inter· 
diction operations, and River Assault Di\ision 152 su pported tl. e 
4th Vietnam Marine Corps Battalion. River assault craft also sup' 
ported other Iroop units in partindar operations during: the month. 
(Table 2) 

T .. uuF' 2-SEA LORDS O"tkATIO~'I, ;';OV.""ER 1968-JA"'UARV 1969 

Con· 
~Iunlilonll Oth ~r IIrn, ... 1 

Op~rllllon~ Flrl'" ('nehu ('1I1'h~1I I';,wmy Enfmy 
MllhiK ""tO~fred l'n~'''''rrf't.1 huted C'nl'lurcd 

S'_\kCIi Tl rk~ (lqan 2 ;-';on:m. , .. ' 9611) "'" .. (11 .0 , ( 1.0 219 27 
1011') 10m) 

TkIIs 111,& 0'0 (began 16 
;\'o"('mb('r 19(11) 276 , (11.1 0 4;0 " IOn.) 

(;IA.>;T ~LlSC5ItOT (IK-gan 6 Dc· 

('tuber 1968) 1.014 21~ (ISH) 22 I'R 1.9 1,9 10 252 
1 0n~) lon~) 

n 'k .. n~ .. Rr.U· (began 2 J:mu· 

'" '96'1) 77 , (0.4 0 '" .. 
Ion,) 

A significalll incident occurred in November when USS B ', ,f. 

eltesler County was mined as she lay at anchor with th e other ship~ 
of Mobile Riverine Group Alpha on the My Tho Ri"er. At 032:-1 
on I No\ember. two explosions ripped scp:lrate holes on the star· 
board side of the LST. Three or the aSS.1lilt crart that were tied 
III' alongside and 1'1'0 helicopters that were on hoard were damaged. 
Although Ihe LST was nOt in (1:lI1ger of sink ing. se\'eral compart­
mems were flooded and internal blast damage was extensivc. There 
" 'as no damage to the ship's main engines or other machinery and 
she sailed to Dong Tam fur emergency repairs before proccedin~ 
to a repair racilit),. The mining was apparelllly the work of cnemy 
swimmers or s,1.ppers who penetrated, un<!etellcd, the base securi ty 
forces. American casualties werc 25 killed, 27 wounded, and" 
missing. 

Encmy swimmers or sappcrs again stru ck the i\fobilc Riverine 
Force on the night of 15 No\cmber when the )' LLC-4 (sa l\age 
lift craft. light) was mined and Slink ",hile at :'\nchol' on the Ilam 
Luong Ri\er. Casualties in this instance were t,,'() killed and thir· 
teen wounded. Because damage was extensh,c and th e location 
h:l1.:lrdous, it was determined that s,1.lvage would be uneconomica l; 
and thc craft was destroyed 10 eliminate il as a navigational hillaI'd. 
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On J.'l NO\ emlWf I !)fiR lhe 11>1. Brig;lcI(' replaced lhe 'Jd nrigade 
:It nnn~ CUll and III(' 'JcI nril-::ulc r('turned to nperate in Long An 
)lr{)\in((', Tilis rlcll!oymclll Illmed Illl' ri\crilll'·organi/cd :\cI Bri ­
gade :J\\';,y fmm Ihe :11(":1 Ihal liu' Mohile Aflnal Force concepl had 
d('si~n,lIecl for follo\\ LIp riverine opef.1cionS- l hc are;! soulh of Ihe 
My Tho RI\cr. P:l1l of J\fllhilc RiH'rille Croup Alpha continued 
10 ~lIppnn the ~cI Brig:Jdc ill l .ollg An I)w,in r(' and olher U.S. 
fones in II I Corps Tactical ZOlle. 

Ri\clinc warf:U"c in Dc(cmhcr again ill\ol\'cd inlerrlinion. 
("scrnt. pitlHlI , hase :Irt'a search, and p;l{ific:tlioll. Small IInil Navy 
actions were (oncltHtcd o\t'!' wide an~: l s in Kicil 110:1, Ki en Giang. 
Chuon~ Thien, and An XllyCIl PIO\ jilt l'~. ~Inhilc Rivt:l'ine Croup 
Alph:a oper:alions \\ere nlllfilH'cI for 111(' 1II0S1 p:all 10 :afli\iI Y in 
Kien 11 11;1 Provillt(, and SlIppOlI of I Ill' 2d Bri)..tOlde, !lth Inf:tlllry 
Dll ision . Muhile Rin: rine (.rOIiP Br.l\o (OlltiUIIl'd In c:arr) oul :1 
1:lri clY of ~pl'(ial op('ra tion s ill ,II(' sO lllheln clelLI in (f)·ordination 
with IInih of Ihe 2(1. ,'ld, ;md 41h I\:allaliolll> of Ih e Vi('IIl:a1ll Marine 
Corps. 

The 2d Bri~cI(', supportcd hy i\rohilc Ri\'erin (' r.roilP Alpha, 
t'Il/-\:IAt'd in :a ~('Iies ()f np(,I;lli()n~ ill Ik( (,lnl lcr clesij.\llecl 10 ~eep 
WIlSI:lnt pH_',sure on the Vi('1 Cong. Wilh frequent in,Cl'Iions of 
In)Qps in thc l!:alll I ,ong, Mo (:;I), ;IIHI rrllr (;i:lng Districts of 
Ki en )If);'! Prm inn-, ~d Hl ip,.lflt' p,Tounci font'S (ontintled 10 5t'e~ 

out (he CIlt'IIIY, cspl'(-i,llI y lllt'lllhcrs of th(' Viel COI1),( politic,,1 or~:t· 
ni/;ltiOIl, or the lIl:any IX''Ol'k dCI :lined for qllestioning. ahollt ~O 
PCI"(CnI 1\t'I(' slIlIseqllellll) d:assiflt:c1 ;IS Vit'! Cong and the rest <IS 
innoc(,nt (il ili;lIlS. 

Thl'OlI~hollt ! :a nll:II"Y of 19M the Mohile RiH:rin(' Force COI1 -
dUCI('d opt-rations in Ihe prm IIIU:S (If Diull Tuong. Vinh Long, 
Long All , ;11Ic! Kiell Il fM as tlH' i\fnllil(' Ri\nilll' Fm:ll' ;11-\, lin mO\{'c! 
I.lrther .Iflt:ld, On 7 ' ,11111011')' two 1I,ltr;liioll\ \\"l' re 1,Indeci in !lIe Don 
N h,m d i,l rit 1 or lI'e~lt'rn K it' ll 11 11,1 Plo\ i lit l' , <Ill ,II t\l 1I0! pre\ iOllsl y 
pt' IWlt,lIed hy l! .S. 101( l'~, I \\'0 pl,llOtJlh or .'nelll) ~lIl-11 ill:as \\'('r(' 
t'ng,lgcd II, Arm y lroflp~ Idllk ,"'>.1II1t (I,lft ('~Lrlilishcd sc\c,>rai 
1I,IIa lJiCl(I..~ to pre\CIII IIll' n(;lpl..' or Ihl' glu'nill.Ls. This stlatt'gy 
I.-as illll'IU11.'1\ II) hle;lI.. lip I hl' t'!It'IlI \ IlIul"1 ;4101I1ld nrg;lni/;!tioll , 
cI i~rll pt ('tWill) pbll~, flt' IIII)I;l1 i/t· t'm'lIl \ 1,)1( n. ;lntl ,. id paf i fi( al ion . 
rlht, \lolllll..' Rill'l illt, Forte II'.'(] Ill'li(flPIt'I~ ("I{'nllin'i) in 1!1t' 
IIpl' utinn . t" pt'(i;llI y ill J,tI1l1;1l Y ;Incl Fdllll,ll) \\ht' n Ihe gr('ate~t 
II II 111 il('1 b"( ,ll11e ;lI,liJ..hle, 

I hl' ;I(llIlIil" 01 ~lullile RIIl'lille (,tflllP ,\Iplu heellll(' Ulore 
,LIlt! lJIOIe If/mille a~ Itt.rt,p.<t \\\'Il' 1I,ln'l)llll('d \\illl'll Kil'n Iloa 
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Pro\i n('c in SuppOJ"l of the 2c! Brigack. (:0I1SI ,1111 pn~~urt' Wi\S ap' 
plied to encmy f01CCS tltCI{' ill SUppOiI 01 l Ilt· ,lllit"! pm;.:r:!111 III 
commil morc tl onp~ and lime 10 Ih t' patihCltHlII effurt. )\Io/)i[(' 
Riverine Group Bralo. op('r ; lI i n~ II illl tltt· :Id anc! 41h Baltalion ... 
Vietnam illarine C.orps. ;tchana'" in lo CI111()n~ rIm·n . Kicn (;i,m~ . 
PI long Dinlt, a nd nonll('fIl '\,1 Xuyclt Prminl('s. 

In ('art) January 1909 Mobile R in'rine Group Alph:1 inilialed 
a cordon and seardt opel.lliol1 011 rhoi Son Isl:ind. in Ihe 1\1)' Tho 
Rh er so lllh (If D(ln~ r Olm. TWCIlI ).folir liH:r a.'isalilt na ft of Ri H.'r 
Assault Dilisions 92 a nd 111 .1\1'0 infanlr)' h,lIl :dions. ciAIl! ri\'l'/" 
1J.1 t rol bOat.'l. and Vi('l/ulII .\I:ny unilS p:mil ipa ted in Ihi s operation 
whi(h was clircued againq \ 'i(' t COJlg guen ill as and swimmer and 
sapper uni ts h:lsed on the e;lstem enel of th e i<;lanci . The isla nd 
people.' wcrc mo\{·d tcmpor:n il) In thrce tolknio/l points , <;U'cenecl 
hy tllc National Pol i,e atlel i ... sLI('(1 nCII' id('nliliGttioll C:II'{I~. Ri\ C'r 
crafl assul11ed blod,ing Sla t ions and Ihc isLmd was ~\\'('p l h)' inf.lIllfV 
units seeking Vi e t Cong. A wlal of 1 . .'\!:i~1 pcople loluntarily as· 
sem bled al Ihe lhree collcttion points or 11{' rl' :tpprehendcd in tilc 
s\\Oeep. Se\cllly Viel Cong \\'(,Ie apprchcnd ed U\ lile enel of Ihe 
opcration on i Janua r) 1969. 

On 12 J anu;n')' iJoats of RiH!r Assau lt Oiv ision 9 1 wcrc \Iilil' 
drawn h om operati ons prelintimlr), 10 Ihe planned ItLlnOlCr of '}j 

!i\'er assault (l'afl 10 the Viclnalll Na\'y 0 11 I Fehruary. Vielll:ln\l'w 
naval ue\\'s had und ergone on .lhe·job lrai nin:.: with Ri\ cr ;\s~lIIh 

Di vision 9 1 units since ca d y De('cmber 1968. Ril cr Ass.wlt Squad 
ron 111 joined ~ I ob ile Rilerine Group Alpha and R ileI' .\ ssa ull 
Division j j2 was teJic\{'c! h) R ivCl' Assault Oili si(lll 92 in Oper,,­
ti on SFA LORDS. Ri, cl Assault. Di visiun 1:12 telumed to Ih e Mo· 
bile RiH!rin c Base in Kiell Iloa ;111(1 SIlPPol'l cd [he '1th lbualioll, 
47lh Infantry. River As~a ult Di\i sioll 13 1 supportcd Ihe 3d n"l( al· 
ion . 34111 Anillery: Ril er Assa ult Dili sion 11 2 a~Sll llled surpOrt 
dlltics for the 3d 1~:Htalion, oOth Infalllry, and Ri ler Assallil ni\ i· 
sia n III assumed u..1se defcnse dUlics. 

Ri\ er Assaull Squadron 15 had begun re('onnai ssa nce operalions 
in an encmy base area in s(} lIlh cl'll Ki ell Giang Pro\ ince in lale 
December 19G5 and had cmlli nlLcci lhese opcr:llions into J anuarv . 
Eighteen rher assaull craft. wOIkin1!, in co·ordin ati on with lite 2d 
and 3d Batl,liions. ViClllam Mar ine Corps. ("()ncimlcc\ patrols and 
I:mded lroops along lhe ('~"ln C:tO C1nal. Ground fighti ng wilh 
enCI11) fortcs was sporadic IhrouAholil the campaiAIl , which l:t.'iled 
IInlil 7 J :mll ar)'. Desp itc il1ldj ig-encc rcports o f sig nificalH enemy 
fo rces in the area . U.S. a nd ViClnamesc lroops enw untercd only· 
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small groups of the enemy that employed hit ·and-run taclics. 
This same river assault squadron, with th e 2d Vietnam Marine 

Corps Baltalion, began operations along the Song Cai Tn and Song 
Cai Lon Rivers in Kien Giong Provi nce on II January to round 
lip enemy forces suspected of being in the region . The enemy had 
used the lerriLOry hefore for Slora)..\e and for oITensive operations in 
Chuang Tien, Kien Giang, and Phong Dinh Provinces. U.S. and 
Vietnamese tTOOps were landed at a number of beaches but found 
only enemy ground forces of squad size or smaller. Aher troop 
landings, river assault craft estahlished blocking sta lions and 
checked a total of 189 sampans throuRhout the opera tion , whkh 
lasted until 18 January. The enemy attacked assault craft of the 
riverine force eight times. Of the total of twenty-six U.S. sailors 
wounded, five were injured when an ATe was sunk by a watcr 
mine on the Song Cai Tu. Two sailors and one Vietnam marine 
died when the mined craft sank almost immediately. 

On I February the twenty·five river assaull craft of Division 91 
were transferred by the U.S. Navy to the Vietnam Na,'y. Combining 
these craft with eight aSs.1111t support patrol hoats received directl), 
under the military assist.1nce program, the Vielnam Navy fonned 
two river assault and interdiction divisions, which conducted opera· 
lions in conjunction with the U.S. Navy. C..oincident with the Hlm­
over, River Assault Division 91 was dissolved. 

Standard infalllry operations hy water and air continued in 
February as the Mobile Riverine Force operated in several dis­
tricts of Kien Hoa PrO\' ince in support of th e 2c1 RriAade. On two 
occasions river assmilt craft came under p:micularly heavy and 
well-aimed enemy fire from the river banks. On 21 February, IInils 
of River Assault Division 131 received combined rocket and allt o­
matic weapons fire from both hanks of the Song Ba Lai at a pos i­
tion three miles northeast of Bcn Tre. Six crafl were hit and 
slightly damagerl: el even U.S. sailors were 1I'0unded. Again, on 
27 February, units of River Ass:mlt Di"ision 11 2 (amc under heavy 
rocket , recoilless riflc, and :Iulomati( weapons fire from hoth hanks 
of the Song HOI Lai at a position four miles norchcast of Hen Trc. 
In this attack there were t\\'el\'c U.S. Navy sailors wounded and 
five of the river aSs.1ttlt (Taft rece ived hiLS ca using minor daTlla~e. 

Enemy swimmers with SelinA gear were si~hted in dose to 
the USS VeniOti COlwly (I.ST- Il li l ) at Mohile Riverine I\asc 
Alpha at Dong Tam on two successive da)'s-25 and 26 February. 
In bOlh cases concussion grenades wcre dropped into thc water, and 
subsequent hull inspections turned up no damage . 
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During the same period Mohile Riverine Force clements ;'lIH­

bushed a Viet Cong: water COI1\'()~'. Elements uf the :~d Battalion, 
GOth Infantry, in night posili ons alon~ the R:lch An I~inh , three 
miles soltlheast of Mo Cay. detected three large mowri/ccI sa ll1pan'> 
m ovi ng northward :doll)..\" th e waterway. firing illlo the hanks. The 
soldiers quickly set lip an amhush and [OO\... the S<llllpallS under fire. 
Twenty-one of the enemy were killed and the three sampans were 
captured with no American casualti es. 

Water blockades along the Song Can Tho and Kinh Xa i\fo in 
Phong Dinh Province. hegun on 30 January by f\.lobile Ri\'crinc 
Group Bravo, comillucci inlo Fcbrnary. The 2181 Vietnam Army 
lnfantry Division had been conducting reconnaissance in force to 
prevclll massing of Viet Cong in the area. The river assault cr:lfl , 
working in conjunction with clement s of th e 21st Vietnam Army 
Division, established a walcr blockade along the Song Can Tho from 
the Cai Range Bridge in Phong Dinh I)ro"ince 10 a point ci~hl 
miles west of Can Tho, and along the Kinh Xa Mo fl\Hl1 Thuan 
Mon to the junction of Ihe Kinh Xa 1\10 and Son~ Can Th/). One 
company ea<.:h of the 2c1 Vietnam f\larine C.orps Battalion ;m el the 
2951h Pbong Dinh Regional Force wcre em barked as rese l"" es. DUI"' 
ing the operation, which lasted LIIHil 3 FehrU:II'Y, over 7,000 salll ' 
pans were inspected. Ground forc'es repo n ed only light ;mel sporadic 
fire. Enemy swi mmers were seen hy Mobile Ri" eri ne Croup Bra" o 
on 5, 7. and 9 February. Inl1 in each case no swimmers wel"e cap­
tured and there was no hull damage to hoats. 

Operating with IGO rivcr assault (Tarl in l\-1arch hecatlsc of the 
transfer of the twenty·five boa ts to Ihe Vietn;lLll Na,'y in Fehruary, 
the Navy elements of the Mo hile Ri verine Force aga in rimged the 
delta in ri,'er assault oper:tl iollS in co·ordination with the U.S. 
Army and Vi Clnam armed forccs. Croup Alpha cominueci opera­
tions in Kien Hoa Province with Ihe 2d Bri~ac1c. Attacks against 
river assa ult craft continued into i\larch :mel gro und units cngaged 
in heavy fil'efights on severa l ()\(·;lli iom. G rou p Br;wo and the Vict­
nam marines cond ucted a successful strike into Chuong Thien 
Province. 

A plan for ahrain comhining' I1mh task groups of Ihe i\lohile 
Riverine Force took effect on -1 March as Ihe units of Task CrollI' 
Alpha pUI in at the i\l y Tho :uH'lLm:lgl'. The si ngle mohil e riverine 
base allowed for a more dlic icllt ILli li /ation of resourcc'i and reo 
duced the numher of troops needed for hase defense from 111'0 ri\Cl" 
assaull divi sions to one, there by allowing the e'>:tra division 10 he 
employed in offensive opera lions. Taclical flexibility was al'iO main­
tained shou ld the need arise for t\\'o LLSk groups. 
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During April naval units of the Mobile Riverine Force par· 
ticipated in diversified operations with different missions and in 
various areas. Reconnaissance in force. patrolling, ambushes. troop 
transport. inspection. fire support, blocking. escort duties. and 
psychological warfare were carried out by river assault craft. often 
in conjunction with U.S. Army or Vietnam armed forces. as they 
o~n.ted from northern Long An Province to the southernmost 
reaches of the Ca Mau peninsula. The long·tenn riverine assault 
operations in Kien Hoa Province continued as the combined Anny 
and Navy un ita continued to inflict losses on the enemy. 

On 22 Aprll River Auault Division 132 was on the eai Tu 
River eight and onf"-half miles southwest of Vi Thanh . During the 
firefijil;ht. a Wlter mine e'(pluded sixty feet off the starboard bow of 
a command Inti funtrol bcl:.lt and caused minor flooding that was 
brought under mntrul. Potential loues were averted on 24 April 
when a Viet ConK t'Ol1l1tuuul-cletunated mine was di scovered at· 
tached to the Illtlawlllllner net uf an APL between the how and 
ponton, The homemade mine. whkh was estimated to weight from 
150 to 17~ pound •• w ... tUk'm'eml wht"n an antiswimmer net was 
being raiKd u the Ihip l)fellll-ed tn ~et under way; inspection by 
mine dispoal ~)(I)trt. ft"vt'"llled tilt mine with its detonator lead 
severtd. The detonltor wlrt Will l}ful~hly l~ut during a minesweep 
patrol by a base eldenit' bUlt , On :tn April an assault support patrol 
boat was sunk on the r.-I Til Rh'"r a. an enemy mine was deto· 
nated beneath it. Itern tllIrlt'M 1m opt-rillon in Chuong Thien 
Province, 

The need for further 1)l1t" and helat tldensl\'e measures was 
apparent in the num~r of thwart~ll\ntl Klu'\'t'gful enemy swimmer 
attacks against the Mobile Rh'eriut' ~'Ul't't', lnrrea.ed emphasis was 
placed on USe of neU, ('\lOt'uNinn ~f"f'mule., !tnd hull inspections by 
underwater demolition te-llnll, 

The main thrust of Mobile Rh'erine Fnrt't'- n~rations in May 
continued again" the enemy in Kien lhla PI't)\'int:t', However, three 
excursions lasting up to a wC't'k ead, wert nuute by detachments of 
six to eight river assault naft into the elm (;iUUl' District of Long 
An Province in support of the- 5th Uau:lliun, 60th Infllntry, of the 
3d Brigade. 

During .June the U.S. Navy turned o\'er to the Vietnam Navy 
sixty·four addi tional river assault craft \'alue-II at $18.5 million. 
(Table J) Sailon of the Vietnam Navy had already trained on the 
job with U.S. Navy river assault cra ft crews with whom they had 
been integrated during the pr«eding months. River Assault 
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Squadrons 9 and II were decommissioned on 10 and 27 June. 
respectively. 

TABU:: 3-U.5. RIVER CRAFT TRANSFERRED TO VIETNAM NAVY IN 

JUNE 1969 

en" IOJuoII l~ JUDe 21 June Total 

ATe .................. , .... 12 12 " " ASP8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 8 
" Monilor ..................... 2 , , 8 

CCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 • 
RcfueJer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 

T«.J ................... 25 " " 54 

Mobile Riverine Force activities were cancclllrated in Kicn 
Hoa Province during June and consisted primarily of assault land­
ings. troop sweeps and ambushes. and blocking, escorting, and 
defoliation missions. although some psychological warfare and 
medical civic action programs were conducted as well. Operations 
of limited. duration also look the force into Go Cong, Long An. 
and Vinh Binh Provinces. The total of 554 of the enemy killed 
by the Mobile Riverine Force in june, although substantial, was 
the lowest figure since january 1969, indicating a reduced tempo 
of operations. 

Mobile Riverine Force operations were even more limited in 
july. On 12june 1969 the 9th Infantry Division had been notified 
of its impending departure from Vietnam. The 2d Rrigade was the 
first to be inactivated, probably because the lst and 3d Brigades had 
had more experience in the area just south of Saigon where there 
was still a need for at leaSl one brigade. The division was inacti­
vated in phases. The 3d Ballalion. 60th Infantry, lert the country 
in early July. The river force divisions supporting the 9th Division 
were used chieRy in defense of Dong Tam n .. se, but they also sup­
ported Vietnam Army, Regional Forces. and Popular ForCe! units. 
River Assault Flotilla One at the end of July consisted of 113 craft 
in five divisions, two divisions assigned to River Assault Squadron 
13 and three to Squadron 15. Sixty-three of the enemy were killed 
in July operations. 

When the departure of the 9111 Infantry Division was an­
nounced. there appeared in the press considerable conjct:tlIre on 
the fate of the Mekong Della . Most articles were openly pessimistiC 
about the ability of Republic of Vietnam forces to hold onto the 
gains made in the Mekong Delta after twO and a half years of U.S. 
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operations there. A feature article of 28 July 1969, "Where the 
Reds Are Stopped in Vietnam" in U.S. News tr World Reporl , was 
guardedly optimistic. and summed up the results of riverine warfare 
in the: delta. Viet Cong deFections, it declared, had increased to 300 
per month from a pre- 1969 rate of 50. and the enemy was no 
longer able to mass forces as he had in the past. Roads and canals 
that had been closed for yean; were now open to public use. The 
Vietnam government appeared to be ruling more effectively in the 
rural areas and reFugees were moving back to their land in larger 
numbers. 

When asked "What happens once the 9th Division leaves?" 
Major General Harris W. Hollis, the division commander, was 
quoted in a New York Times article as saying: "The mission for 
which this division was sent to the Mekong Delta has been largely 
discharged- that of dealing with the Viet Cong and the North 
Vietnamese until such time as Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
can take over this function. These forces. whom we have assisted, 
arc now ready to do this." 

The Navy meanwhile was well on its way toward creating a 
U.s. and Vietnamese force to keep the Viet Cong from using the 
vital rivers and canals. With the realization that no additional U.S. 
Army forces wou ld be placed afloat the Navy had begun in late 
1968 to search for other ways to lise its great number of river craft. 

OPeration SEA LORDS 

As early as December 1968 the U.S. Navy, in co-ordination with 
the Vietnam Army and province forces, had begun a limited pro­
gram to keep the enemy away from the rivers and canals in western 
Long An and Kien Tuong Provinces. In July and August 1969 as 
more river craft became availahle, the Navy initiated Operation 
SEA LORDS under the control of the newly formed Task Force 
194 located at Can Tho. With the formal disestablishment of River 
Assault Flotilla One on 25 August 1969 all but one or the barracks 
ships were returned to the continental United States and decorn­
missioned. The repair ships were taken over by the Naval Support 
Activity and dispersed throughout the delta to support SEA 
LORDS. The boats of two river assault squadrons were turned 
over to the Vietnam Navy and the remainder were absorbed by 
SEA LORDS. 

A study conducted in preparation for SEA LORDS determined 
that the principal water route to exploit for the purpose of stopping 
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the Communist flow of supplies cnlcring the IV Corps Tactical 
Area from C-.mlxxlia was the cana l route linking Iia Tien on the 
Gu lf of Thailand with Chal! Doc on the upper Mekong River. This 
route, however, closely parallels the border and lhe risk of real or 
contrived border incidents dictatL't1 against placing a SEA LORDS 
barrier there until the plan had been tested in a less sensitive area. 
IL was decided. therefore. thaI two parallcl c.mals some thirty-live 
and (orty mih.'S southeast of the border would be used to form a 
double barrier and 10 inaugurate the SEA LORDS campaign. 
" Imerdiction in depth had its :l llactiveness from an operations 
analysis point of view. and. at the s.-.rnc time. two watenvays would 
be opened (or friendly trame. In conjunClion with this barrier. 
river patrols would be strcngthencd from Long Xuyen through 
thc Vam Nao Crossovcr to the Mekong." 

The second objt.'Ctivc of SEA LORDS-control of vital trans· 
delta inland waterways- would hc accomplished by the removal of 
obstructions to navigation in the ello Gao Canal linking the Vam 
Co and My Tho Rivers; by strike opcratiOlu a long the Mang Thit· 
Nicolai C.1na\' which joins the Co Chicn and Bassac Rivers; and 
by rcopening of the Hassac--Hac Liell rice route in the lower della. 
Penetration of rivers in the C111 Mau peninsula. the third objcctive. 
actuall y began berore formal proposals were madc to the sen ior 
adviser of IV Corps TaCliC;l1 Zone. Major Gencr.tl George S. Ed.· 
hardt. A patrol hoat incursion of the Cua Long River on IR 
October 1968 is usually considert.-d the rirst of tile SEA LORDS 
operations. although a few earlier stich opcrations wcre conducted 
by MARta •• TIME. 

Ceneral Eckhardt endorsed the Navy's propos.1is. and orga­
nization for SEA LORDS proceeded rapidly. C:lptain Robert S. 
Salzer. U.S. Navy, previollsly commander of the Navy component 
of the Mobile Riverine Force. was dcsignatcd First Sea Lord and 
assigncd a sl:lff of nine officers anri six enlisted mcn at General 
Eckhardt's headquarters in Can Tim. The C.ommander of Naval 
Forces. Vietnam. was given the task force number 194. Captain 
Salzer bec.1lne commander of Task Group 194 .0 and exercised 
operational control commencing 15 Octohcr I!Hi8 of three other 
task gTOUpS: 191 .5, Coastal Raidin~ anc! l\1ock ing Group; 194.6. 
Riverine Raiding and IJlocking emup: and 191.7. Ri\'erinc Strike 
Group. He was directed to <ksignate one of the three task force: 
commanders to command each specific SEA LOROS operation, 
with the commander of Task Force: 11 5 usually expcc::ted to direct 
SEA LORDS invasions from the sea and tile commander of Task 
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Force 116 the riverine sirikes involving large commitments or 
ground rorces. 

On 2 November the first or the barrier campaigns, later given 
the name SF..ARCII T URN, was launched . Ileavy crart or the Mobile 
Riverine Forcc and supporting ground troops succeeded in secur­
ing the waterways in a fivc-day opera lion that resulted in twellly­
one Viet Cong killed and the c.'lplUrc or si7.able quamilies or anns 
and ammunition. A pcnnanenl naval patrol was then cstablishccl. 
iu main purpose to keep scc-ure the western ends or the barrier ,md 
the network or perpendicular canals running north rrom Rach 
Gia to 1-)01 Tiell . According to intelligence reports, Ihe prindpal 
Communist messengers passed through this territory. 

While the operation was in progn .. 'SS other SEA LORDS rorces 
were employed in clearing the Clio Cao ('..10011, which was open to 
navigation on 6 Novemher. l.ater in the monlh Tan Dinh and 
Dung Island in the Bas.~lc River were sca led off hy a naval blcx:k­
ade while ground rmn's roncluclcd sweep operations. MARKET 
TIME boats moved into areas in the c."1 Mati peninsula that had 
long been cOflsiclcrt.'d exclusively the domain or the Viet Cong. The 
second or the imerdiClion h,lITiers was eSlahlislu . .'d on 16 November 
1968. and a third on 6 Oc..'celllhcr 1!)(i8. Given the c()(le name GIANT 
SI.INGSIlOT, this last ca mpaign achieved the most dramatic and 
telling effects on enemy infiltration of all the interdiction harriers. 

Thirty miles west nr Saigon a IX'Cliliarly drawn harrier thrusts 
the Cambodian "Parrot's Beak" deep into ViClnam's 111 Corps 
area. The Parrot's Beak had lung heen known as a C..ommunist base 
rrom which supplies mo\'(.'(1 across the border. and wcll ·dOClilnenlOO 
infiltration routcs had 1x."Cn trAced. These elllercci South Vietnam 
between the Vam ('.0 Tay and Vam ('.0 nang: Rivcrs : one turned 
sollth into the delL"I, Ihe mhcr cast In supply the Viet Cong in Ihe 
countryside sllrl'fJlIlI(linJ,t the capital. The IWO ri\'ers flow on eilher 
side or the I)arrot"s Beak nil nllH"erging COllrscs to the southeast. 
They appear tn form :1 slingshol intI) which the Parrot's Heak 
neatly fits, hence the l'(Klc name C.IANT SIING$1I0T. For ground Slip" 

port in the GIANI" SUNGSIIOT operation, Rear Admiral William II. 
IlollSc.', who had assulIH.'(1 the post of Firsl Sea Lord lipan C .. aptain 
S."Il7er's dep,1rture. calleel 011 the cUllImanding general or I I Ficici 
Force, Viell1am, l .iell(cII:lnt Cel1cral Ff('Clerick C . Weyand, and 
gOl his endoTSCment and promisc ur help. 

Because or the distann:s imul\"ccl and hl'("allsc it was impossible 
to bring large ships up ri\"er he)'t>lui the In\\' hricij.\cs at Tan An and 
Ben Luc, a new basing ;mel support scheme was devi sc.!d ror GIANT 
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Sl.lI"GSIIOT. An 3chran('c laninll support hase was d(:si~ncd, consist­
ing of three or more :m,OO·fool Alum! Imrg('s un whi. Ii berthing and 
messing facilities. SlOrCfI)oms. and a lactic;1I upcralinlls center could 
be constructed and whidl would contain waler purifiC:lIion (,f(Llip­

melll, generators, and 01 her assOrlcrll1l,u:hincry. 

Ad\'ance tactic; .. ll support I .. ,S(.'S werc cstahlishcd at Tuyen Nhon 
and Moc 110.1 on the Valli Co T:I)' :mel at Tra ell and II iep 110:1 on 
the Vam Co Dong. The sile at Il iep I loa \\';15 later ab;mdOlH.'d in 
favor of one at (;0 nau I III and in Ju:y HUi9 nn additional hase:: was 
pl.lced al Ben Ken ncar Ihe important city of Tay Ninh. The USS 
Ashari and the henhing and messing barge for undcrw:lIcr rep;liT 
I'I'C\\'5 were :11 Tan An, l\\\':liting the arrival of Mobile Base II. a 
sophisticat(.'d four-Ammi complex. sp(.'Cially constructed in the 
United St:IlCS with improved henhing and messing facilitic..'s and 
C<Juippctlto make extensive boat repairs. The USS lIar",:lI COlully 
provid(.'d support ill Bell Lut: for the patrol hoats uillil the com­
pletion of a shore support hase there. 

From its very inception, \.IA":'- SI.l":C.~IIOT was ch:lr3clerizcd by 
frcquclll, heavy clashes helween p:urol boats and enemy forces 
illlenl on mailllaining the lines of c.:ollllllilniciltion to their Cam­
hodian storehousc. Extremely larv,e quantities of arms. Illlmilions, 
and supplies were uncovered in carhes buric<1 along the river banks. 
proving beyond doubt that vital enemy ildihration linc...'S had been 
eUl. 

The fourth and last of the interdiction barriers in the Mekong 
DelL."l was established on 2 January 1969 when naval p."ltrols began 
operations on the La Grangc-Ong Lon ClOal from Tuyen Nhon 
on the Valll Co Tay River to An l.ong on the Mekong. C"llled 
HAItRIER REEI'-. this operation joined G,ANT SI.IJ"OCSItOT in the cast 
with the two interdiction barriers in the west, SEARCII TURN and 
TitAN HUNC OAO. The northern ring was then complete; the enemy 
\vas no lOIlAer free to move men and supplies willi impunity from 
C."lmbodia into III and IV Corps areas. A naval "L"lriff" had been 
imposed on those shipments. measurable in tcrms of men and sup· 
plics captured or destroy(.'d, but the supplies and men that were 
prevented frorn gelling through cannot be calculated. 

Once the harriers were in place, the boms were uS(.'d to counter 
enemy pressures and probes. With rclalively lillie disruption to 
existing oTb.rani7 .. ation and logistics, boats were shifted rapidly from 
one area of operations to another. For example in Operation 
OOU8LF. Sill...,. in July 1969. 105 U.S. Navy and Vietnamese Nilvy 
boats were quickly concentrated on the waters of the Vam Co 
Dong north of Co Dall lla in response to serious enemy threats 
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to the (ity 01' Tav inh. Thi'i suddcn and impressive display of 
na\al pmn'r, dirccte<1 hy the (ommandcr on Ihe scenc. Lieutenant 
Comm:lllder Tholllas K. Andel sun , U.S. Na\·y. was credited hy Ihe 
WlIIlIlan<ier of " Field Force, Lielltenant General Julian J. Ewell. 
\\·ith h:l\·ing prevented the enemy aHack on Tay Ninh from the 
sotlthwcsl. 

On two scparate occasions Ihe mohility of the hoats was in­
creased when ~iant Army sk),cmne helicopleT"!'i were uscd to lift 
some of IIIelll il1(o new areas uf operations. In May 1969 six rivcr 
patml boats were skyhookexl 10 the upper S.'tigon Ri\'er, and in 
Jllne six more were lirtecl to the othcrwise inaccessible Cai Cai 
c.'tnal. Both operations acllie\'oo tactical surprise. 

As each operation progressed , concerted efforts were made to 
integr:ttc uniu of the ~rowing Vietnamese Navy. The military de­
sil'al1ililY ancl political ne<·cssily to "Vietnami7.c" thc naval war 
were evident !vng in advance of SEA LORDS planning. It seemed 
olwiom that the Vietnamese Navy's hope of relieving the U.S. Navy 
of its operational responsibilities in the war as soon as possible would 
he comidcrahly enhanced hy success of SEA LORDS. SEA LORDS 
was a remarkable or~ani7.ation ",hieh came to mean unity of com­
lTIand anel rapid response to Changing tactical situations. Relatively 
junior oOicers and men werc ortcn placed in positions or extraor­
dinary responsibility. Tactics and tcchniques wcre dcveloped and 
tcsled in the heat of cumhat. and .n times even borrowed from the 
enemy. impm\'ccl llpon, and usecl to ddeal him. The waterborne 
gUil relposl. for instance, was a I'efinement of Ihe favorite enemy 
1:l(:ti(- of amhllsh. Using silent hoats and nig'ht observation devices. 
Ihc U.S, and Vietnamese IK>:llS stalked the would· be Viet Cong am· 
husher and trapped him. Im:lgination and leadership provided the 
plan and a dedicated cllllc..'Ctinn of sailors. soldiers. and airmen 
lIlade it work. 

In addition 10 use ill SEA I.ORnS, the United Stales rivcrcrart 
turned over tn thc ViclI1:1lll Na\y:1l C.an Tho were useello support 
Vietnam Marine CMPS :1I1c1 Vietnam Army uniLS in the ccntml 
clelta. Operalion>; wcre (OIHl1lll('<I ill the style of the Mobile Riv­
Cline Fon (', Il\It grcaler l'lIIpha~i~ lI'ilS placed nn Ica\' in~ sClurity 
fUTees in are:l~ that had h('('11 (It'an·t! '10 Ihal Ihc Vietnam gO\ern-
1II('l1t coule! cOlllinu(' 10 (111111"01 th clll. Thc' A!"tuyNavy Mohile 
Rin·rine FCII'u' , wlli, II had opc'l:tteci in Ihe Mekong nelta since 
Fehruary 1967, was di~c'Slahli>;llt ·cI 011 2r, AU):!:IISI 19fi9 anrl Ri ver 
Flolilb One alld 2d Btig:lck, !hh Inr:lIltry Ili\i sion . \\'('re inacti · 
\atcr!. The c\,p('!"iel\cc 01 liIesc' IIl1its \\;lS inhcrited hy SEA LORDS 
allel ~ dlitll :lIely hy the \ ' ieIHall1 Anll)" :md Navy. 
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CHAPTER X 

Conclusions and Summary 

The joint river operations conducted by the U.S. Army and 
Navy in SOllth Vietnam contrihuted 10 the success of the military 
campaign in the Mekong Delta and added substantially to U.S. 
knowledge of riverine operations. 

The strategic concept embodied in the plan for the Mekong 
Delta Mob il e Ana:!1 Force and approved by General Westmoreland 
in 1966 proved SOllnd and provided a workable blucprilll for a 
variety of projects carried out hy th e Mobile Riverine Force in the 
two years it operateci. The concept rcmgnizcd the importance of 
the Mekong Delta and its resources to the whole (onnicl. Although 
th e operations planned for the river force ranged from the vicinity 
of Saigon 50mh through the della to Mui Hai Bung (Pointe de Ca 
Mall or Camall Point) ,\I the southern tip of Vietnam, early pri­
ority was gi\'en to areas in sollthern 111 Corps and northern IV 
Corl», In executing the plan, the Mobile Riverine Force was faith­
fullo the priority assigned to the northern delta . but never carried 
Ollt fully the intent of the plan Olpproved by General Westmoreland 
to extend and sustain river operat ions south of the Oass.'lc River. 
The operations remained primarily north of the llas$.'lc River in 
keeping with the area of rcsponsihility assigned to the 9th Infantry 
Division in that area; th e incre:tsill~ role of the 2d Brigade in the 
division's plans: and the decrease in operational control of the force 
by the senior adviser of the IV Corps Tactical Zone. 

Perhaps the most significant organ izational aspect of the Mobile 
Aflo.'lt Force concept was Ihe int c~ration of Amly and Navy unit5 
to pro\tidc a force uniqnely tailored to the naLUre of the area of 
operations. Spccific:tlly. the c:tp:lbilities of the twO services were 
used to the fullest by combining laClical movement of maneuver 
and fire support units hy land , air. and water. To this combination 
was added the close support of the U.S. Air Force. The Mobile 
Afloat Force plan stipulated that tlll'SC mobile resources were not 
to be dissipated on independent F.S. operations btll were 10 be 
used in dose CO-Qrdi nalion with other U.S. and Free World Mili­
tary Assistance Forces. 
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The Mobile Riverine Force, which was the organi/:ltional im­
plementation of the Mobile AnOal Force concept. was a fonuilotls 
union of the Navy's Riv(!T Assault Flotilla One and the Army's 
2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division. Somewhtll controlled by circum­
stances, events,. and time, the alliance depended upon a spirit of 
c()-Operation and the initiative of the twO component commanders 
in the Mobile Riverine Force. Guidance for the commanders was 
largely contained in the Mobile AnOal Force plan iLSClf, and from 
the outset it was up to the commanders to make the plan work. 
Although many innovations were made lO improve equipment and 
procedures. they caused little deviation from the basic Mobile 
Afloat Force plan. The most important innovation W:IS the mount­
ing of artillery on barges to provide the force with the direct sup­
port of an artillery battalion that was so urgemly needed. Another 
innovation was the building of helicopter landing platforms on 
armored troop carriers and the use of a helicopter landing barge 
as an integral part of the forward brigade tactical command post. 
The adaptation by the naval commander of placing the Ammi 
pontons alongside the Mobile Riverine Base ships eliminated the 
need (or cargo nets and en .. bled an entire company 10 transfer (rom 
a barracks ship to ass.~lIlt craft safe ly in les.'i than twenty milllHes. 

The decision of Secretary of Defense McNamara in late 1966 
to cu l the requ ested number of self.propell ed barracks ships by 
three eliminated berthing space for tWO of three infantry battalions. 
The Navy, however, resourcefully provided space for one of the 
two battalions by giving the force an APL-a barracks barge- and 
a larger LST of tJ'e I J 52 class. The Secretary of Defensc's decision 
could have been disastrous to thc execut ion of the Mobile ARoal 
Force plan had these innovations by the Navy not becn made. Even 
so, the brigade was forced to operate withou t the thin) maneuver 
battalion; the Army commander was obliged to douhle his efforts 
to securc tJ,C co-operation of Vietnam Army and olher U.S. units 
in order to make the tactical operations of tJle Mobile Riverine 
Force successful. It can be postulated that this effort by the brigade 
commander to assemble a sufficieIH force consumed much attention 
and energy that could have been applied to other problems. It can 
also be argued tJlat the shortage of men and the necessity to oper­
ate in con junction with the Vietnam Army gencrated sllccesses 
that might not othem'isc have been achieved if the full maneuver 
force had been provided and if the force had opera ted less fre­
quently in co-ordinalion with Vietnam Army units. Although the 
original Mobile Afloat Force concept provided for co.operative 
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and co-ord inated efforUi with the Vietnam Army, the shortage of 
tTOOps increased the need for provincial and divisional units of the 
Vietnam AmlY throughout the various areas in which the Mobile 
Riverine Force operated. 

It should be noted that the mobile riverine base provided fOT 
in the original plan made the force unique. When one considers 
that this Army and Navy force of approximately 5,000 men, capable 
of combat and containing within itself combat service support, 
could be moved from 100 to 200 kilometers in a 24-hour period 
and could !.hen launch a day or night operation within 30 minutes 
after anchoring, its true potential is apparent. With such capabi lities 
the force was able to carry out wide-ranging operations into previ­
ously inaccessible or remote Viet Cong territory. 

The original Mobile Afloat Force concept had drawn heavily 
on the successfu l features of French riverine operations and the 
subsequent experience of the Vietnamese river assault groups. The 
Mobile Riverine Force was ahle also to capitalize on the knowledge 
of shortcomings of these earlier experiences. Both the French and 
the Vietnamese had used a fixed operational base on land. French 
units were small. rarely consisting of more than a comp.-my and 
five or six combat assault craft. Vietnam Army ground commanders 
merely used the river assault groups to transport their forces. 
Neither the French nor the Vietnamese had joint ground and naval 
forces. Both lacked the helicopter for command and control, logis­
tic resupply, medical evacuat ion, and. most important, reconnais­
sance and troop movement. The river bases of French and Vietnam 
armed forces proved more vulnerable, especially during darkness, 
than did the afloat base of the Mobile Riverine Force. Finally, the 
Mobile Riverine Force, because of its mobility, strength of numbers, 
and Army-Navy co-operation. was capable of sustained operations 
along a water line of communications that permitted a concentra­
tion of force against widely separated enemy base areas. This was 
not true of the French or Vietnam Army riverine operations be­
cause of the small size of the forces and their dependence on a fixed 
base. 

While the problem of command relationships did not inhibit 
the operations of the Mobile Riverine Force, it was a tender point 
in the conduct of all act ivities. Considering that the Army effort 
to develop riverinc doctrine was not accepted by the Navy com­
ponent commander at the outset, the Mobile Riverine Force might 
havc been faced with insurmountable co-ordination problems, but 
such was not the case. Relying on the Mobile Afloat Force plan, 
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each component commander had it guide to follow as to common 
objt'ClivC5 and procedures ullIil cloclrinc " 'as rdined by combat 
experience. 

No joint training for ri,'crinc operations was given in the 
United States because of lack of lime ;lIld the wide geograph ic 
separation of Mobile Riverine Force units. bUl carly joint training 
in Vietnam was planned. FortuiLOusly. thi s trai ning commenced at 
the river assau lt squadron-battalion level uncler the supervision of 
the advance staff of River ASS<1lI11 Flotilla One at Vung Tau. Al­
though the training in Ihe Rllng Sal Spcl' ia l Zone was under com· 
bat conditions, tactics ane! techniques were developed at the boat 
and platoon, company and rivl'r division. hallalion and river assault 
squadron levels, During the period February- May 1967 the flotilla 
and brigade sta ffs \!Jcre ahle 10 arri"c at a ('ommon understanding 
as to orga nizational procedures :md operational concepl.S, By start· 
ing at the boat and plalOon Icvd, the Mobile Riverine Force pro­
cedures were buill on the lH!cds of the lowest level units, and 
brigade and flotilla COllllllillHI and staff proccc!Llf('S were dcveloped 
to meet these needs, With the 2d Brigade conrlucting tactical opera. 
tions in tile delta durin~ the (Iry season of early 19G7 and the notilla 
staff ctHJrdinating the Rung Sat operations ill\'o lving 2d Bribrade 
battalions, both :staffs gained vailiahle riverine experience inde· 
pcndemly, Later, as pan of th e tr:a llsition illlo the Mobile Riverine 
Force, the advance sta lf of the flOlilla joined the bl'i!-,radc staff in 
April a t Dong Tam. This also provided a nc('essary step from the 
sinKlc battalion ancl river as~alllL SfJlladron level of uperations lO 

muhibaualion. brigade ancl floti lla operations in latc April and 
May of 1967. 

The Mobile Riverin e For('e nmulland re lationships as pub­
lished in a planning dire('tive from llcadqllal'l('I's, Military Assist· 
ance Command, Vietmllll, were a compromise tn obtain Navy 
participation in the Mohile Ri vcrinc Force. Recogni7ing an am· 
biguous, undefined division (If nllllilland responsihili ties between 
the Army and Navy ('OllHnantit'rs, the directive ('olllpells;lled for 
this in part by instrllcting the chain of nllllllland of bOlh the Army 
and the Navy at each Icvel within the theater to insure co.operative 
errort. It also instructed the commanders at tilt' lowest le"el. pref. 
erably at the Army and Navv ('()Inponellt level uf the Mobi le Riv· 
erine Force. to resolve any pmblellls that Illi~ht arise. This planning 
directive. which incorporated the doctrine of close support and 
mlltual ('''Q-Opcration and co·ordination. sIICC"CSSfll ll y estahlished the 
tenor of what was to follow. Tht' Navy W;IS placed in a close support 
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role that adhered closely to the Army principle or direct support. 
The Navy's decision in mid-1966 to make command and security 
or the Mobile Ri\'erine Base an Army responsibility resolved a 
problem that could have become very difficult. Actually the Navy 
commander assumed tactical con trol only wh il e the Mobile Riv­
erine Base was being relocated. In all other instances he \\las cast 
in the role of supporting commander as long as Navy doctri ne was 
not violated. The Army commander, acting in response to direc­
tives, operational plans, and orders from his higher headquarters. 
detennined the plan of opera tions, which required the naval com­
ma'ld.er to support his objective. The major factor influencing the 
relationShip between the Army :111<1 Navy commanders was the 
Navy commander's wish to operate independently of the 9th U.S. 
Division. This insistence provided the one elemem of disharmony 
in planning and conducting operations as an integral p.'lTt of the 
land campaign for the delta. While it was never stated, it c.1 n be 
assumed th,ll the Navy commander's position reflected the wishes 
of his Navy chain of command 10 ha"e separate operations. In de­
fense of the Navy's total effort. howe"er, it can be s.1id that the 
Navy commander was quick 10 accede to the basic concept of em­
ploying the Mobile Riverine Force in co-ord ination with land 
operations. The activities of the Mobile Riverine Force. in fact, 
were directly rei<l.ted to the IOtal land campaign being conducted 
in both III and IV Corps T actical Zones. Joint operational orders 
were published and the re lationship of the Army and Navy stafF~ 
in all planning and operational functions, including the establ ish· 
ment and manning of a joint oper:llions cemer, was very close. 

Perhaps the only area where a clear delineation of responsibility 
was not possihlp was at the I)()"t and river division, river assault 
squadron. and battalion levels. The Navy river assault squadron 
organi7ation did not parallel that of the Anny battalion. Both the 
platoon leader and the comp.1.lly commander were dealing with Navy 
enlisted men, while the hattalion commander was dealing with a 
lieutenant se nior ~rade or a lieillenant commander without a com­
p<l.rahle support ing staff equivalent to the SL1.ff of the baua lion he 
was supporting. The Navy was thus placed in an awkward position, 
partkularlv in the event of enemy attack against an ass.lult craft 
convoy. During the first si\. months to a year of operations, and 
prior to rotatiun of the initi;11 Na\v and Army commanders, it was 
normal prece/illre for the Na\y element to answer dircctly to the 
Army offitcr in command during assault craft movements. The 
Navy C"lft did not use direct fire unless explicitly authorized by 
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the hri~:ldc COlTlInanckr. As liml' pas. .... ·d ;1IIe1 ('f1I11I11,uuit-rs rotateel. 
how~\cl" the pn'((.·c! tlH'S cSl ahlishl"f1 in !I u' Rung S:II :lIlcl in ,hI' 
lirsl s i" months of Mohik RiH'rill(' Force opcr:llion .. IIC(', II1I(' \'a).;lIc 
and amhiguIIlIs sin( C I hl'y wei C 110t nmlln i tl('l lin IITllll' 11 jlli lit stand­
ing ope rating pn~l'(ltln· .... Thl' !'Iilft-rence in !>I;dfs hdow the h. ihr.lck 
and river notill" Ic\·(·1 fll"I('I"('( 1 .. 1('lllf;,li/ation :11. Ih(' thllilla :,ntl 
hri~arlc le"eI in planning. (OIllIn!, :1Ilt! ("{'lIlIinn . \Vli i", the l\'lohil ,' 
Rin'rille Force oper-uillns gr;Hlua ll y ;UIiH'fl'd mnn' til Ih,' print iplc 
or clcn.:ntraliJ('c1 pbllllill j.,\ :HIII (''''ntlioll . fUlLIrc Mnbile RiH'rim ' 
I'orcc ol'g.'lni"':I,inns sllm,hl (ITn'l l Ihl' (lj ~llali l y in thl' (0111111;11111 
and control orhr:lI1ilaliolls heIW('(' 1I (.'dl('lolI'l uf Iht, IWo 5l'lvi<"e5, 

The firsl year of operaliolls of the i\fnh i1c Ri\'('rinc Fore'(: lI'as 
high Iy slI('ces.~f ul hec ul'\(.: 1 Ill' III i14i l1 ,d i\101li 1(: Allnal Fort (' (OIl( epl 
was ('alTied oul faithfully , The oper-:lliflm of the 1\I01lile Rivl'r int, 
Fol'l'(; wel'e widc-r;lIl/-:inl-{- lhe forl'e was ill ('Olllh;1I in 11 111(' pnwim cs 
ami the Rung Sal Spedal 7.011(', TII('sc \\'ne ('sst'ntiall y slril-e 
fllX'ra li ons a14"in~1 l'elllOl(' ellt' ll ly 11a"e alTas tll;ll in ,'iflllll' inSlann'$ 
h ;ld 11m heen IWl1elrat('d in flllT(' fil l' two 01' Iltn't' yt'a rs. Frnlll tll ese 
haS(! ;1I('as ,hl' main furn: Vit,t ConI-{ IIllits ami th(' polili<'al lind eI" 
J,.:l'Oulld had inlllll'l1l'('II tht: 10lal populatiun wl""'e support wali 
vital 10 Ihe slratel-\y (If Iht, Vit,t COliI-{, B('~:au~' (If Iht, hnld ;mel fn'· 
quelll movcmCl1l of thl' brJ.\'I' !\fohilt, Ri\'crill(' 1\;1'\(' fmlll w hich 
sll ike opcralions (ould he 1;111111 heel with eas(', Ihl' c1t'll1cllt of sllr­
prisc so importanl In 111I11h,11 Sill ('t'SS lI'a,~ ;\1 hie vt.'d , In IIlflst ('ascs 
,'ncmy (Icfenscs anti 1:1l'1il's WClt' fiirct'l ct l low;tnl , 'va ~i llll 01' n'~is l ­

:t1lC(' 10 ;lir and land ali5<n"ts, Earl), riv('tint, fllll'r:l1iuns nftcn 
capilali/cd n n tht'St' t: IIt'llIy di:,p(ls ilioll ,~ , l ~ ltl'l', wht'll tilt' ('Ill'IlIV 
Icarm.'tI to orient hi s dcfl'IHes IOWaI'd thc lI'a tl'rw:tys, Ih (' 9th ni\'i· 
~ion romm;lIlcl(~r pnwillt-d lite 11I'!i,'nph'r ~lIpp(lrt IH'{'l 'SS,'UY 10 
cllahle lroops to m,m('II\'cr r.'pidly fmlll I Ill' land ~iclt, ag:tilll<it the 
CI1CIllY. As Iltc lirst U.S, lII;1n(' \I\'('r unit ttl (,{IIHlllel sllslained o pera­
tions in the IV Cnrpli Ta('lil'al 7.tIIH', Ihe !\fuhilt: Ri v('r ill{' Force 
tievdupeci good n.:l:ttinnships ",ilh lite (Ollllllaml('1 of Ihe 71h Vi('I­
n :1I11 Army Ili vj"ion :mel d t: IlIt' rlI S of Ihe ~rllh Vi"lllam AnllY 
Division, ( :o-c/l'{lin:II('11 lal'j.\'t'-Sl.:t le 111ll-ralilllls "'cn' I'm ltllll 'lt'" in a 
Ilumher or rClllt'ltt: <lre<lS, ( t1ll1rihlllinj,\ to Ihl ' l,l'tJsifll1 or Viel (:Oll~ 
slren~lh , whidl l)t,rol'C th(' :HI \,CIII (Ir Ihe l l,S, I( ntt'~ in th e an'a 
lwei heen CCJII:t1 10 thai or Ihe \'i t' I\1:1I1l Arm y, Whih, tht, drml$ of 
lhc Mohile Riv('rinc Fui't c W\'I'C prilll;II'il ), t't1I1(('l1tralt.'d agai nst 
Long An ;mel Ilillh Tilting l'nl\'ill ("l'5, h'y t.'C\)lltIlHi, prnvilHcs fur 
(ol1tml of thc delta, lil t: fon e ;tISII was ahle In -'lril-,' in Co Cong 
;1Ilt! Kicl1 110.1 Provin«'s, AlthOIl};I . o nl y im iirctll y rcialetllu pad li-
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Cittion, the limit..1.tions imposed on Viet Cong movement and the 
losses inflicted on Vict Cong units resulted in a reduction in the 
inHuencc of the Viet C...ong on the people in the area. 

During the Tel offensivc of January- February 1968, the Mobile 
Riverine Force was used in succession against Viet Cong forces in 
the populous cities of My Tho, Vinh Long. and Can Tho, which 
were seriously threatened . Aftcr the battles for these cities, the 
Mobile Riverine Force was credi ted with having "saved the delt..'· 
by its direct action against the enemy in these important centers 
before the Vietnam Arm)' was able to raJly its forces. Here again 
the fact that this large, concentraled force with its own base could 
be moved so rapidly over such great distances was the key to the 
Mobile Riverine Force's success against the Viet Cong in th e IV 
Corps Tactical Zone. 

During the spring of 1968 when the Mobile Riverine Force 
was placed under lhe operational control of the senior adviser of 
IV Corps, it again succes.<;fully penetrated remote areas. The IV 
Corps. however, had not the aircraft or supplies to sustain Mobile 
Riverine Fon:e operations, and the force was therefore available 
only intermittently to th e senior adviser of the IV Corps Tactical 
Zone. 

When 9th Division headquarters moved from Bearcat to Dong 
Tam in August 1968, it.<; mission was concentrated in Long An, 
Dinh Tuong, and Kien Hoa Provinces. (Map 16) With this focus· 
ing of the area of responsibility on the Mekong Delta, it can be 
assumed that the division commander strongly wished to integrdte 
the Mobile Riverine Force into the divisional effon. Further, a 
renewed emphasis on p,'!cificalion shifled the strategy away from 
strike opcrdtions, and as a consequence the Mobile Riverine Force 
largely concentrated on Kien I-loa Province. During the late sum­
mer of 1968 helicopters for troop lift were almost eliminated from 
the support of the force. The 9th U.S. Division decided to provide 
airlift chiefly for the other Iwo operating brigades ;lnd to plac<.' 
almost total reliance on water movement for the 2d Brigade. This 
d<.-cision was a deviation from the initial operational plan of em­
ployin~ the Mobile Riverine Force for strikes utilizing boats and 
helicopters, a plan tllat had proved successful in the previolls year's 
operations. Not umil OCLOber of 1968 was the Mobile Riverine 
Force aga in provided with helicopters in keeping with the initial 
concept. 

Restriction to one geographical area had limited the force in 
mid.I968, especially in respect to auempt.ing surprise, and it was 
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obliged to resort to other means of deception, The Viet Cong were 
abl e, however, to ana ly7c and anticipate movements on the water· 
ways, reportedly by usi ng a warning system establi shed along the 
banks, Because of limited and pn..'tlicLable wa ter routes and a grow. 
ing enemy knowledge of tile Mobile Riverine Force. river am· 
bushes became more common. \ Vhcn aircraft were lacking, the 
force was ullable to retaliate except hom the waLer. Nor was it any 
longer pcnnillcrl to make the loug moves to new areas as set forth 
in the Mobile Anoat Force concept. With the full usc of helicopters 
beginn ing in October, the force produced rc.."Suits comparable with 
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or superior to those of other 9th Division brigades and with the 
results obtained by the Mobile Riverine Force during its first year 
in South Vietnam. 

The Mobile Riverine Force made significant contributions to 
{he war in Vietnam. Its presence in 1967 and 1968 tipped the bal­
ance of power in the northern portion of the Mekong Delta in 
favor of the U.S. and Soulh Vietnam forces. Dong Tam was de­
veloped as a division base without reducing the firm ground avail­
able to Vietnamese units in the delta and activities of the base 
increased the security of the imponam nearby city of My Tho. The 
Dong Tam area at one time had been under strong Viet Cong 
influence. and main force and local enemy units moved virtually 
at will until U.S. occupation of Dong Tam began in January 1967. 
As operations by baltalions slated to join the Mobile Riverine 
Force continued, both the 514th and the 263d Viet Cong Battalions 
were brushed back from the populated area into the more remote 
Plain of Reeds. Even though the Viet Gong 261st Main Force 
Battalion was brought as a reinforcement from Rien Hoa into 
Dinh Tuong Province in June of 1967. the combined operations 
of the Mobile Riverine Force and 7th Vietnam Army Division kept 
the Viet Cong from moving freely around Dong Tam. Riverine 
operations inflicted significant casualties on Viet Cong units and 
made them less effective. Highway 4, the main ground artery of 
the delta, which was often closed to tralTtc in the period. 1965 
through early 1967, was opened and the farm produce of the delta. 
both for domestic and export purposes. could reach the markets. 
With the completion of Dong Tam I\ase. the 9th Division head· 
quarters and three brigades were finally able to move into Dinh 
Tuong Province and the security of the northern portion of the 
delta was vastly improved. When the Navy extended its efforts to 
the Plain of Reeds and far to the west toward the Cambodian 
border in late 1968 and 1969. its operations were made easier by 
the earlier operations of the Mobile Riverine Force during 1967 
and 1968. The Navy SEA LORDS operations evolved from the 
concept that fielded the Mobile Riverine Force and GAME WARDEN 

operations. 

The Mobile Riverine Force wrote a distinct chapler in U.S. 
military history. The joint contributions made by the Army and 
Navy resulted in the accumulation of a body of knowledge that has 
been translated into service publications setting forth joint doctrine 
on riverine operations. In tlle event o( (uture riverine operations, 
the service doctrine recognizes the need for a joint task force com-
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maode!'" to provide unity of command. Those involved in the early 
operations of the Mobile Riverine Force ,lOSSC5SCd no prior riverine 
experience and were forced to rely on historic examples, their own 
judgment, and related Army and Navy doctrine to build a new 
American forcc. While basic service differences did arise from lime 
to time. those immcdialcly responsible at all echelons from the 
soldier and sailor on up found rC<lsonablc solutions and carried 
them out effectively :md hannoniously to the credit of both services. 
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ClDe 
CoRONADO I 

CoRONADO JII 

CoRONADO V 

CoRONADO VI 

CoRONADO VIII 

CoRONADO IX 

Glossary 

Chinese-made TiRe 
Auack transport 
SeJ£-propelled barracks ship 
Annored ~rsonnel carrier 
Barracks ship, non-self-propelled 
Landing craft repair ship 
Assault support patrol boat 
Annored troop carrier 

Chinese-made rocket 
The fourth and last of the SEA LORDS inter­

diction barrier operations in the western della, 
commencing 2 January 1969 

Command and communications boat 
Civilian Irregular De£ense Group 
A Mobile Riverine Force operation designed to 

destroy Cho Cao District Company and en­
hance the security of Clto Cao Canal in Dinh 
Tuoog Province, I June-26 July 1967 

A Mobile Riverine Force operation in the Rung 
Sat Special Zone designed to disrupt possible 
Viet Cong attaclu on shipping in the Long 
Tau channel, 5-17 August 1967 

A oombincd airmobile, mechanized, and riverine 
operation in Cam Son Secret Zone, Dinh 
Tuong Provintt, and Ham Long District, 
Kien Hoa Provintt, 12 September-8 October 
1967 

An operation in the lower Rung Sal Special 
Zone, 11 - 18 October 1967 

A !I.'lobile Riverine Force operation in Nhon 
Trad} and the Rung Sat Special Zone, 27-
29 October 1967 

A Mobile Riverine Force operation involving 
d~p riverine penetrations into enemy re-
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GAME WARDEN 

GIANT SLiNCSHOT 
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doubts and sanctuaries to achieve decisive 
action in Dinh Tllong Province, I Novcmlxr 
1967- 21 Janu;II'Y 1%8 

An opcraliol1 in which Lhe Mobile Riverine 
Force responded to Viet Cong :luacks on My 
Tho ami Villh Long. drove the enemy rrom 
those provincial capilills, thell operated ncar 
Ca i Lay on Highw:ly 4, 18 January-13 Febru­
ary 1968 

A combined riverine and airmobile operation to 
relieve prcssure on Can Tho and locale and 
destroy Vict Colig unils in Phong Dinh and 
lla Xuycn provinces. 13 Fcbruary-6 March 
1968 

Divisions IIIl1lf1ies d'fl5.JflUl (French naval :us..1ult 
divisions) 

An opcr.llion by the lSI and la lcr 3d Brigade, 
9th Infantry Division, to protect and upgrade 
IIi~hw;.y 'I northwest of My Tho and to con­
duct reconnaissance ill force operations on 
both sides of Highway 1 in Dinh Tuong 
Province, 16 March- 30 July 1968 

Expendable laullcher. Lightweight and portable, 
it lires IG riot-control canislers in each of four 
vollcys, prodLlcin~ a rapid buildup of a large 
chemical cloud. 

Assislanl chief of staff for mili tary intclligence 
at an army. corps (fie ld force in Vietnam). or 
division headquarters 

Assistant chief of staff for operations al an anuy. 
corps (lield force in Vietnam). or division 
headquarters 

AssistallL ch ief of staff for supply at an army. 
corps (lield forcc in Vietnam). or division 
head<luartcl"S 

U.S. Navy (rask FOiTe 116) operation desig­
n:tted to thwan Viet Cong use of waterways 
;.s supply ami infiltration routes 

The third SEA LORDS oper;uion. commencing 
G Decemocr 1968, in lhe Parrot's Beak 
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MI. 
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MACV 
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Monitor 
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A Mobile Riverine Force operation in the west· 
ern Rung Sal Special Zone. 13 June-26 July 
1967 

A Mobile Riverine Force operation in Kien Hoa 
I~rovi nce. September 1968 

I)risoner of war interrogation 

Assistant chid of staff for military operations. 
MACV 

A U.S. Marine Corps operation in the Rung 
Sat Special Zone in late 1966 

A kerosene·based fucl for turbine engines 

L:lllding craft. assaull 
Landing craft. infantry 
Landing craft. lllC(.hanized 
Landing craft. tank. 
Landing craft. utility, a light lift craft 
L11lding craft. vehicle or personnel 
LamJing ship. infantry. large 
Landing ship. medium 
wmding ship, support. Jarge 
Landing ship. tank 
Landing lone 

Current standard American rifle 
Soviet·made rifle firing intennediate 7.62- mm. 

cartridges 
American·made IOS-mm. howitler 
U.S. Military Assistant Command. Vietnam 
U.S. Navy (fask Force 115) operation designed 

to seal the coast of South Vietnam ag-dinst 
infiltration of enemy troops and supplies 

Mine countermeasures support ship 
Mekong Delta Mobile Anoat Force 
An armored gunboat armed with 2()' and 40·mm. 

guns and 81·mlll. direct fire mortars 
Mobile Riverine Base 

Navy notilla officer in charge of administration 



198 

N-2 
N-3 
N-4 

POL 

RIVER RAWER I 

ROAD 
RPD 
RPG2 
RSSZ 

5-1 
5-2 

5-3 

S-4 

5-5 
SEAL 
SEA LORDS 

SEARC.H TURN 

SKS 

TRAN 1-l uNC DAO 

TRUONC CoNe O INIl 

WATER TRA.I' 

RIVt:RINf. OPERATION.' 

N:lvy flotilla ofhrcr ill ch:uW" of illlclligcncc' 
N:lvy 1I00i1la oilu:cr in dl;' r~c (II operations 
Navy 1I00il!:. "niter ill ("harge of supply 

I'ctrolcum, oils, and iubriC3l.b 

An Ilperalioll in the upper Long Til" shippillK 
challnel :lIId ill Ihe wUlhwCSlcrn Rung Sal 
Spcci:tI Zone. Ifi Fchru:lly- :W (l, larch 19(i7, Ihe 
firsl joint IIpcralioll of Army alld Navy fore(.'S 
which WC I C In conslil u lc the ~ Iobilc Riverine 
Force 

Ih-organil3tioll Ohjective Anny Divisiom 
Chi llcsc-madc light machine gUll 

Sovkl-madc ;lIItilank rocket 
RUlIg Sal Special Zone 

Adjutant or 3 brigade or smaller unil 
Ofliccr ill dl:lrgc of lhc military intelligence scc­

tion of a brig:.de or smaller unit 
Officer in charge of the operations and training 

St.'(:tiu!! of a hrigade or :.l1Ialier IInil 
Officer in ch;uXe of the suppl y alld evacua tion 

M'cl ion of a brig:lde or Slllaller unit 
Civil .. flair:. officer of a brigade or smaller unit 
Navy sea-air-land teams 
The U_S. Navy's SomheilSl Asia Lake, Ocean, 

River, Delta Stratll,')' Operations 
The first of the SEA LORDS barrier operations 

in the western delt:., conllllellcing 2 Novem­
ber 1!)68 

Chinese·made Glrbinc 

The !oCcoml or the SEA LORDS barrier opera· 
tions in the western delta, commencing 16 No­
vember 1968 

A r ivcri ne operation initially dc.~ignccJ to drive 
enemy forces aw:.y frum My Tho ami 
dimillate enemy interdiction of lIighw:ly 'I, 
7 March-2 April 1968 

A major cordoll and sc:.rrh operation of Thoi 
Son Island in the My Tho River south of 
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